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U.S. Peace Pressure

The United States rovern.zerit is currently making a fresh attempt to r^ach a

negotiated settlement of the Vietna:n.n?se ~•:ar.

It is unfortunate that this attc :rnt to folloEl up the .hristmas truce with

neootiations has beccrp.ï so public . As on earlier occasions, the rul,~iicity has dravm

efforts to negotiate as "a plot of p .~aceful neaotiations . "

forth the usual denials and denunciations frcr.l Hanoi . i' ?O One kno :.S lahether thes e

refusals to nec?otiate 7 re seriously maant• in order to l-e^n the~ . , ., Minese government

h :1 ppy, 2 1ortn Viet i lam r.:ust snurn all offers in its public stater.:ents .

Mina i,_ parontly wants the :-rar to continue . At no cost to itself, it can sit

~s~ and r:atch the United St ,- tcs L- coma bogged do ,,:n in an Asian war which is requiring

an ever -oro wing co"r ,its:ent of :rraric ,-,. n resour ces . The American forces are certainly

exccting P. hcavy price fro-, the- .4r enemy . Eut it is the North Vietnamese, not the

. inese, who are paying the price . Pence China ;_ s rre^ :-,r - d to tr ,2 ût all F merica n

Tt is unlikely that China will ever encourage Hanoi to neootiate . Encouragement

7,ust come from other Co=.uniSt countries, -,nc' prin^ipÛlly from Russia . Fresident

Jo:.nson is obviously trying to Luild up pressure for neqoti ;,tions from many directions .

s added inducement, the United States h-_~s not yet resu^ed bomiDing of North Viet Nam .

North Viet Nam should, in its o-,-,,n interest accept this c.tter,-,rt to ç et negotiat-

=cns started . It may never again have as favorable an opportunity .
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A Risk fer F~ ,: c e

It i s now cle,r that the suspons ;on of U.S . bomkinét of North Vi_t Nam is a care-

ully calculated gesture to demonstrate American interest in peace negotiat_ons t o

:he Viet rong and the v:orld .

The pause is too lon~' to b-- cxpl,~ined away - as lasl :` ..y's six-day lull ;ïa s
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