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8. "Transfer" involves, in addition to the physical movement of cluster munitions into or 
from national territory, the transfer of title to and control over cluster munitions, but does not 
involve the transfer of territory containing cluster munition remnants;

9. "Self-destruction mechanism” means an incorporated automatically-functioning 
mechanism which is in addition to the primary initiating mechanism of the munition and which 
secures the destruction of the munition into which it is incorporated;

10. “Self-deactivating" means automatically rendering a munition inoperable by means of 
the irreversible exhaustion of a component, for example a battery, that is essential to the operation 
of the munition;

11. "Cluster munition contaminated area" means an area known or suspected to contain 
cluster munition remnants;

12. “Mine" means a munition designed to be placed under, on or near the ground or other 
surface area and to be exploded by the presence, proximity or contact of a person or a vehicle;

13. “Explosive bombiet" means a conventional munition, weighing less than 20 kilograms, 
which is not self-propelled and which, in order to perform its task, is dispersed or released by a 
dispenser, and is designed to function by detonating an explosive charge prior to. on or after 
impact;

14. “Dispenser” means a container that is designed to disperse or release explosive bomblets 
and which is affixed to an aircraft at the time of dispersal or release;

15. “Unexploded bombiet” means an explosive bombiet that has been dispersed, released or 
otherwise separated from a dispenser and has failed to explode as intended.

Article 3

Storage and stockpile destruction

1. Each State Party shall, in accordance with national regulations, separate all cluster 
munitions under its jurisdiction and control from munitions retained for operational use and mark 
them for the purpose of destruction.

2. Each State Party undertakes to destroy or ensure the destruction of all cluster munitions 
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article as soon as possible but not later than eight years after the 
entry into force of this Convention for that State Party. Each State Party undertakes to ensure that 
destruction methods comply with applicable international standards for protecting public health 
and the environment.


