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Annex 

Initiatives undertaken at the regional and subregional levels 
to address the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons 

• In June 1998, the Organization of African Unity (OAU) adopted a decision on 
the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, stressing the role that OAU 
should play in coordinating efforts to address the problem in Africa and 
requesting the Secretary-General of OAU to prepare a comprehensive report 
on the issue. 

• Decision on the Illicit Proliferation, Circulation and Trafficking of Small  Anus  
and Light Weapons adopted by the Heads of State and Government of OAU at 
its thirty-fifth ordinary session, held at Algiers in July 1999 (see A154/424, 
annex II). 

• From 30 November to 1 December 2000, OAU held a Ministerial Meeting at 
Bamako on the issue of small arms and light weapons. The meeting adopted 
the Bamako Declaration (A/CONF.192/PC.23). 

• First Continental Meeting of African Experts on Small Arms and Light 
Weapons, Addis Ababa, May 2000. 

• International Consultation on the Illicit Proliferation, Circulation and 
Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons, Addis Ababa, June 2000. 

• Summit of Heads of State and Govemment of the Southern African 
Development Community, Namibia, August 2000. 

• Decision by the Council of Ministers of the Southern African Development 
Community to conclude its negotiations on a protocol on the control of 
firearms, ammunition and other related materials in the region of the 
community. 

• Decision by the States members of the Economic Community of West African 
States to implement their agreement on a moratorium on the importation, 
exportation and manufacture of small arms and light weapons in West Africa. 

• The Great Lakes and Horn of Africa Conference on the Proliferation of Small 
Arms, attended by the Foreign Ministers of all 10 countries of the region, met 
at Nairobi in March 2000 and adopted the Nairobi Declaration. 

• In November 1997, the States members of the Organization of American States 
(OAS) signed the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing 
of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related 
Materials. The Convention, which came into force in 1998, sets forth a set of 
substantial measures to combat illicit arms trafficking. The Convention has 
been reinforced by the adoption by the States members of the OAS Inter-
American Drug Abuse Control Commission of model regulations for the 
control of the international movement of firearms, their parts, components and 
ammunition. 

• In April 1998, the Presidents of the States members (Argentina, Brazil, 
Paraguay and Uruguay) of the Common Market of the Southern Cone 
(MERCOSUR) and associated States (Bolivia and Chile) signed a joint 
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