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RAILWAYS IN CANADA’ S ECONOMY

EFFECTS OF COMPETITION

. Addressing the annual meeting of the Tf)ron- i
B (10 d CLub o Decembet D, the Minister "Each in its own field competes directly

og TrﬂnSport, Mr. Hees, harked back to the with the railways in the matter of passenger
r’~°neer days of railroading in Canada. fe traffic and the carrying of goods and products
®called how the advance of technology had from one part of Canada to another and; as

ﬂde. it possible to lay iron rails, at first well, to and from foreign markets.

‘a:;JOin one isolated community with the next wThe impact of these mf)dern methods of

tgd'later to pierce the wilderness from coast transportation on our'raxlways was by no

intCOaSt and bind the sparsely-settled country | peang small, nor was 1t fatal. :

lq. & nation. Before the advent of the steam njust as there were some, back in the
d, Canada had 'horse-and-buggy’ days, who were prepared to

0 :
c°°°ff_l0t1ve. Mr. Hees observe :
Nsisted of a few centres of population write off highway and water travel as an

SCattered "along the seaboard or rivers, "'!‘i&‘ important means of transportation when the
e o Fioioen e sl | sl v B T e
e"ist};n o what 't e'se communl’ e e to ars: some today : i a1 S
ce, their imports being restricte railways are a thing of the past in the Cana
azCh goods as they could get in exchange for | 4., economy. .
Y surplus they acquired of such raw products "In my opinion, nothing could be farther
ur and timber. The earlier modeg of trans- from the facts as presently apparent.
g:?,‘ boat, wagon and stage-coach - were 107 nin the first place, our railway companies
ficient to make possible the large-scale recognized the alternate modern means of

3¢Cupation and development of the hinterland. transport available and, that as a result of
€ railways eventually seemed to have dis- advances made in modes of transportation, no

Placed these forms of transportation and many longer would practically all travellers have

People believed that their day was over. to go by rail, and practically all freight
In fact, Mr. Hees noted, the railways not have to move by rail. ‘

0 . .
tll-:ly continued to experience compe

n e older forms of transport but ha
1ew forms, How they had met the double chal- Lol

tition from ‘mHaving recognized this, action was taken
d to face by Canadian railways to modernize methods and
magnitude of these adjustments

®nge he described as follows:. : might easily be underestimated, for rail-
vi "Progress, as you know, inevitably brings | L ,iding is a very large industry. Were it not
anfih it necessary adjustments in our i e for the cumulative effect of these changes on

the advent of highway teuvel, aviation, the railways’ ability to carry on their

Pipelines and improved water transpor

5 tation, business, Wwe could hardly have expected them
9ved no exception to this rule. ,
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