17. Action by developed countries alone will not be sufficient to meet this goal. Developing
countries must also take measurable steps, recognizing that their obligations will increase as

their economies grow. We agree to work in partnership with them to that effect by implementing .
technological development and diffusion and supporting environmental education and capacity

building. :

18. We stress the importance of setting up an appropriate mechanism for monitoring and
ensuring compliance among Parties. We also agree to work together to enhance international
efforts to further develop global systems for monitoring climate change and other environmental
trends.

Forests

19. Forests continue to be destroyed and degraded at alarming rates in many parts of the world.
To reverse this trend, we call upon all countries to make a long-term political commitment to
achieve sustainable forest management practices worldwide and to join us in the immediate
implementation of proposals put forward by the UNCSD Intergovernmental Panel on Forests.
We have discussed in Denver and have agreed to support a practical Action Program that
includes implementing national programs and building capacity for sustainable forest
management; establishing networks of protected areas; assessing the state of each nation’s
forests using agreed criteria and indicators; promoting private sector management of forests; and
eliminating illegal logging. We ask that our officials meet early next year to assess progress in
implementing this Action Program and call for a report at our next meeting. '

20. At the'Special Session of the United Nations, we will work with the active involvement of
environmental groups to build consensus on an international agreement with appropriately high
international standards to achieve these goals. We welcome the progress made in implementing
the Brazil Pilot Program initiated in Houston, and see it as an example of practical international
cooperation. : :

Freshwater

21. Many people throughout the world do not have access to safe water. Increased human,
industrial and agricultural wastes can diminish water quality, with adverse effects for ecosystems
and human health and safety, particularly for children. The Special Session of the UN General
Assembly should encourage the CSD to develop a practical plan of action to address
freshwater-related issues, including promotion of efficient water use, improvement of water
quality and sanitation, technological development and capacity building, public awareness and
institutional improvements. To achieve these objectives, we have also agreed to promote
bilateral and regional cooperation on freshwater concerns, and to enhance coordination of our
efforts in this area.

Oceans

22. We must strengthen our efforts to protect the world’s oceans. We will work to ensure an
effective and integrated effort to deal with key issues, including sustainable fishing, shipping,
marine pollution from land-based and off-shore activities, and oil spill prevention and emergency
response. In this connection, we will also enhance cooperation in monitoring the ecology in the
Northern Pacific, as well as in forecasting earthquakes and tsunamis in this region.

Desertification - ;

23. We welcome the entr;} into force of the “Convention to Combat Desertification,” and urge -
the parties to develop concrete steps to implement the convention at the First Conference of the
Parties this Fall in Rome.




