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ars have always been horrific.
w Until a decade ago, however, most

casualties were military and only
5 percent of victims were civilians. Now
civilians account for up to 80 percent of

casualties, and wars are increasingly
fought within rather than between states.

Foreign Affairs Minister Axworthy
said recently, “Civilians have increasingly
become tools of warfare—herded about
to destabilize governments, pressed into
military service, held hostage, exploited
sexually, used as human shields. Such
attacks are most often carried out with
impunity in direct violation of international
law. It is now clear that the victimization of

civilians is a central component of modern
armed conflict.”

_Canada initiated a
Eahxuary 1999. This led

ability to respond rapidly when a crisis
breaks out, notably through rapidly
deployable units; imposition of arms
embargoes; greater use of targeted
sanctions against belligerents; and, in

the face of massive and ongoing human
rights abuse, consideration of appropriate
international action.

Protecting children

Protecting civilians starts with the most
vulnerable: children. The record of the past
decade is grim: close to 2 million children
killed, more than 4 million disabled and
over 1 million orphaned. More than 300 000
girls and boys—some as young as age 7—
served in armies and rebel groups as fighters,
porters, messengers, spies, labourers and sex
slaves. Over 10 million were psychologically
scarred by the trauma of abduction, detention,
sexual assault and witnessing the brutal
murder of family members.

Mr. Axworthy has made the issue a
central priority of his human security
agenda. “Promoting children’s security
is indispensable to promoting human

‘security,” he says. “We cannot possibly

hope to build a secure world without

due regard to those who will inherit it.”
- Among possible actions, Canada

strongly supports the inclusion of child

T protection specialists in UN peacekeeping

- operations, and it is examining ways to

*  ensure that children’s rights and needs

 are a central consideration in every stage

- of conflict. In April, when it again presides

over the Security Council, Canada will
promote specific measures to strengthen
human security and increase the protection
of children in conflict situations.

International conferences

On April 27 and 28 in Accra, Canada
and Ghana co-host the West African Con-
ference on War-Affected Children. The aim
is to bring governments, civil society and
youth together to produce a concrete plan
of action for addressing the multiple needs
and problems of the region’s child victims
of war. Among the topics for discussion:
disarming and demobilizing child soldiers;
the role of the military in child protection;
and rehabilitating and re-integrating
war-affected children.

In September, Canada will host an
international conference examining various
aspects of the plight of children affected
by war, including East Timorese children
who have lost access to schools and health
clinics, ethnic Albanian children trauma-
tized by conflict in Kosovo, and child
soldiers in Sierra Leone who were exploited
and forced to commit atrocities. Participants
are expected to agree on a common
approach and specific actions for war-
affected children. @—
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