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Budapest Conference:
Anti-personnel Mines are Weapons of the Past

A three-day regional conference on anti-personnel landmines was hosted by the
Hungarian government in Budapest in March 1998. The conference, sponsored
by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), brought together
representatives of governments and non-governmental organizations from
nineteen Central and Eastern European countries. It ended with a declaration by
ICRC President Cornelio Sommaruga that mines were "weapons of the past, not
of the future."

A major focus of part of the conference was the human cost and military utility
of anti-personnel mines. The participants, many from the region's ministries of
defence and foreign affairs, adopted a very strong final declaration stating that
the human cost of anti-personnel mines far outweighed their military utility, and
that early adherence to the Ottawa Convention should be urged.

Ten governments in the region had already signed the Ottawa Convention and,
during the conference, Hungarian President Arpad Goncz signed his country's
instrument of ratification. e@
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The HansenCycle
Appropriate Technology for Mine Victims
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From the original “Man in Motion World Tour”, — Rick those people in the developing world who have mobility
Hansen’s around the world in a wheelchair odyssey — to impairments. Designed as a utility vehicle, this rugged

the recent creation of the Rick Hansen Institute,
Mr. Hansen, a Canadian, has dedicated his life to

and durable handcycle enables persons with disabilities to
transport themselves and their cargo through all types of

initiatives that have a significant impact on the health and  terrain, making the HansenCycle an ideal product for the

quality of life of
persons with
disabilities. It is with
this goal in mind that
Rick Hansen has
pursued the
development of a
handcycle which will
greatly aid the
victims of landmine
disasters.

The HansenCycle
was developed by
Rick Hansen
Enterprises
specifically to
address the needs of

victims of landmine
disasters. It provides
its users with
independence, as well
as opportunities for
employment and full
participation in their
respective
communities.

For more information
on the HansenCycle,
please contact Mike
Reid of Rick Hansen
Enterprises at

(604) 822-9079.€9
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