
environmental factors into account when providing financing support for investment in 
infrastructure and equipment. We attach importance to the work on this in the OECD, and 
will review progress at our meeting next year. 

Children's Environmental Health 

25. Protecting the health of our children is a shared furidamental value. Children throughout the 
world face significant threats to their health from an array of environmental hazards, and we 
recognize particular vulnerabilities of children to environmental threats. Our governments 
will explicitly incorporate children into environmental risk assessments and standard setting 
and together will work to strengthen  information  exchange, provide for microbiologically 
safe drinking water, and reduce children's exposure to lead, environmental tobacco smoke 
and other air pollutants. 

Institutions 

26. Strong international institutions are essential to coordinating global efforts to protect the 
environment and to achieve sustainable development. 

27. The UNGA Special Session should confirm the role of the UN Commission on Sustàinable 
Development (CSD) as the strategic forum for integrating the social, environmental:and 
economic aspects of sustainable development. The CSD should develop action plans with 
concrete objectives and timetables to guide its work in the four agreed priority areas: 
freshwater; oceans; land resources, including forests; and sustainable energy use. 

28. To ensure an effective response to urgent global environmental problezns, we have supported 
the refocused mandate for the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the leading 
global environmental authority, as affirmed by the UNEP Governing Council in Nairobi this 
year. UNEP should promote the coherent implementation of environmental protection 
within the UN system and serve as an authoritative advocate for the global environment. The 
newly formed High-level Committee of Environment Ministers and Officials should consider 
the international environmental agenda and elaborate upon and advance the reforms needed 
to ensure UNEP's effectiveness, with a particular emphasis on greater policy, program and 
financial accountability. We look forward to a revitalized UNEP being able to attract the 
resources needed for its tasks. 

29. Further efforts are necessary to ensure the long-term coherence and efficiency of the UN's 
work on the environment. We encourage the Secretary General to review the handling of 
environmental matters within the UN system and to explore possible means and structures to 
improve further the coordination among, and effectiveness of, the concerned institutions. 

30. We reaffirm the importance of the Global Environmental Facility as the leading multilateral 
funding mechanism for the global environment. We will work to strengthen its finances and 
enhance its effectiveness. In this regard, we will each do our part to contribute to a 
successful replenishment of the Facility. 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

31. Infectious diseases, including drug-resistant tuberculosis, malaria, and H1V/AIDS are 
responsible for a third of all deaths in the world. They pose significant challenges to the 
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