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Lobster production in Mexico ln 1991 reachsd an estlmaied 2,621 tofnes. an Increaseof 38.8% above the tonnage caught the prevlous year, rofiectlng the Intense.exploitation currently taking place. In contrast, the production inergase from 1989 to1980 wau only 2.4%.

Over 35% of the lobater catch was exported in 1991, amountlng to 939,398
kilograrna for a velue of US* 15, 107,327 dollars. However, higher export percentages
were recorded ln the previous years, when they reached 53.2% and 55.9% In 1989and 1890, respectlveîy. The principal markets for Mexico', lobster are the UnitedStates and Japan. Lobster sales have also been mode to France and Spain.

The recorded Imports of frozen rock lobster end other sea crayfish (Palinunja. app.,Palunirus spp. and/or Jasus spp.) totalled only 1,435 kilograms ln 199 1, compared to16,254 kilograms a year earlier. The major supplier of these ses produêta 18 the United
States.

There are major discrepanclos between official Mexican istutistics and StatisticsCanada data, concerffing Canadian lobster exporta to Mexico. SECOFI Import date for1991 recorded only 322 kllogram of Homarua Americanus lobater vaiued atUS$4,074 dollars as originâting In Canada. On the other hand, Statistica Canada
indicatd a total of 3,055 kilograma (rock lobster end other sea crayfish) valued at* 16,000 Canadien dollars exported to Mexico that year. One expianation for this isthat productsa rrMvng at Mexico's northemn border crosslngs are r.glstered as enterîng
from the United States.

DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS

The New La Viga Fish Market in Metropolitan Mexico City la the forgeât and moatmodern in Latin Arnarica. It la the major distribution center for ail fisherles producta,lnciuclîng lobster and crayfish. wCentral de Pescados y Mariscos La Nueva Viga* la amodern facliîty for wholesale and retail of flahorles producta, snd homne of the National
Society of Fiah and Seafood Distributora.

Product la dlstributed from La Viga to othor urbon centera in the Interior, where lasserfaclilties receive and diatribute to consumer outiets. Frozen lobster <whoie-bolled andtoils) ls avallable wholsabe or rotait at La Vîga, or from a number of supermarket chainstores, and fishorles products retal markets. Lescllng gourmet restaurantsanmd ive star
touriat hotelà 1l3t lobster on their menus.
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