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(Mr. Nazarkine, USSR)

The negotiations on the prohibition of chemical weapons have gained
momentum and it is our hope that the proposals we have presented today will
contribute towards speedy agreement on the convention. However, we cannot
remain impassive in the face of certain statements which are in fact aimed at
creating difficulties in the negotiations.

The British magazine, Jane's Defence Weekly, recently published an
article on chemical-weapon issues by K. Adelman, Director of the United States
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency -- incidentally, this article has been
reprinted in our newspaper, Pravda. In that article, Mr. Adelman writes: "To
have a chance of achieving that (a chemical-weapons ban), we need to ensure
that our negotiators' hands are not empty. Congress, therefore, should fund
the Administration's request for binary chemical weapons production”. In our
view this logic is strange, to say the least. It reminds me of a satirical
story by the well-known Czech writer, Janislav Ha%ek, about the Conference on
Disarmament at the time of the League of Nations. That Conference literally
blew up as a result of careless handling of a new explosive, "Washingtonite",
by a representative of the military business who stood waiting at the entrance
to the conference room with samples of his product to offer the participants
of the Conference.

It is simply regrettable that the negotiating portfolio of the
United States delegation is still being replenished not with compromise
proposals but with new types of chemical weapons, which can only poison the
atmosphere at the negotiations.

The Soviet delegation has today expressed certain views on ways of
reaching agreement at the next stage of negotiations. We intend to continue
to work actively for the elaboration of the convention on the prohibition of
chemical weapons this year. The positive effects of the conclusion of such
convention would be of great significance, and not only in the military field.
Its conclusion would demonstrate that it is practically possible to find
solutions to the complex problems of disarmament through the joint efforts of
States, and would contribute to creating a more positive political climate.
This is the aim of the new Soviet proposals, and we expect similar steps on
the outstanding issues from other participants in the negotiations.
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(Mr. Dhanapala, Sri Lanka)
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Another forthcoming event which impinges on the work of our Conference is
the convening of the third special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament in 1988 and its preparatory process beginning this year. The
approach of the third special session devoted to disarmament must necessarily
lend a sense of urgency to our work. We have within our grasp the completion
of a convention on chemical weapons and the Comprehensive Programme oOn
Disarmament before the third special session. In addition we can and must
show progress in the nuclear issues and especially on item 1 of our agenda,
Nuclear-Test Ban.



