
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AGAINST THE TAKING OF HOSTAGES

The States Parties to this Convention,

HAVING IN MIND the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations (1) concerning the maintenance of international peace and security and the
promotion of friendly relations and co-operation among States,

RECOGNIZING in particular that everyone has the right to life, liberty and secu-
rity of person, as set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil and. Political Rights,(2)

REAFFIRMING the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples as
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on Principles
of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, as well as in other relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly,

CONSIDERING that the taking of hostages is an offence of grave concern to the
international community and that, in accordance with the provisions of this Con-
vention, any person committing an act of hostage taking shall either be prosecuted
or extradited,

BEING CONVINCED that it is urgently necessary to develop international
co-operation between States in devising and adopting effective measures for the
prevention, prosecution and punishment of all acts of taking of hostages as manifesta-
tions of international terrorism,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE 1

1. Any person who seizes or detains and threatens to kill, to injure or to
continue to detain another person (hereinafter referred to as the "hostage") in order
to compel a third party, namely, a State, an international intergovernmental
organization, a natural or juridical person, or a group of persons, to do or abstain
from doing any act as an explicit or implicit condition for the release of the hostage
commits the offence of taking of hostages ("hostage-taking") within the meaning
of this Convention.

(1) Treaty Series 1945 No. 7
(2) Treaty Series 1976 No. 47


