continuation of slow growth or even a further deterioration in
growth prospects.

41. Heads of Government considered that a continuation of
slow growth in the global economy would further damage the
prospects for reducing poverty and raising living standards in
developing countries. Such a continuation would also be
contrary to the economic interests of developed countries and
could have adverse effects on the economic, social and political
structures of all countries. These circumstances called for
bolder endeavcurs and a new approach to the formulation of
policies and to improving the public understanding of the need
for change in the countries participating in the interdependent
international system. For the decision-making process to be
sufficiently responsive, it would require better information and
involvement at the highest political level.

42. Against this background, Heads of Government
requested the Secretary-General to commission an in-depth
report by a group of eight to ten independent experts from
Commonwealth countries chosen from appropriate fields.
Their task would be to investigate and report on the factors
inhibiting structural change and a sustained improvement in
economic growth in both developed and developing countries,
in particular the acceleration of growth in developing
countries. The report, which should be clearly focused, should
assess the importance of and the relationship between possible
constraints, such as protection and adjustment policies,
inflation, subsidies both on production and exports,
fluctuations in commodity: prices, availability and cost of
energy resources, including oil, and factors inhibiting
investment, transfer of technology and international flows of
official and private resources.

43. The report should identify specific measures by which
developed and developing countries, Commonwealth and non-
Commonwealth, might act to reduce or eliminate such
constraints as a matter of urgency. They recognised that this
would require attention at the highest political level. The
group, which would be assembled by the Secretary-Genceral
after appropriate consultation with member Governments,
should report in time to assist Commonwecalth Governmentsin
their preparation for the Special Session of the UN General
Assembly in 1980.

44. Heads of Government expressed concern about the
serious balance of payments problems faced by many
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