own';iportable surpluses.

It is perhaps no accident that our membershiP in
the Commonwealth has done so much to draw us together. 4%
the late Mr. D.S. Senanayske said in your House of Represes
tatives in February, 1950, "The influence of the Common- a8
wealth as far as Asia is concerned has been to give the A8
peoples freedom and democratic institutions."

Now {t is of course, the peoples of the Asian
countries themselves and those of the Uniteq Kingdom who
deserve the main credit for this happy evolution. But
other Commonwealth countries, Canada in particular, had
played a leading part in creating the sort of Commonwealth
into which the new Asian members could find a fitting and
helpful place. We Canadians are Proud of our membership
in this new Commonwealth in which people of every race
and colour and creed can work together on a bagis of firee-
dom, equality and complete nationa) independence. We also
hope that it soon may be possible for Ceylon to join the
United Nations, for we feel that Ceylon can make a very
worthwhile contribution to its important work.

We are glad that we are - with
Ceylon through the Colombo Flan, ?E:esgieggigpgﬁzg;ts you
ére making to improve the eéconomic conditions of your peoPle
have won our admiration and respect., T Ssincerely hope that
bur technical aid and capita] assistance in such fields 85
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