EXCHANGE OF NOTES BETWEEN CANADA AND THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA CONCERNING MILITARY SERVICE*

Signed at Washington, March 30, April 6 and 8, 1942

I

The Acting Secretary of State of the United States to the Canadian Minister
; at Washington

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

3 WasHinGgroN, March 30, 1942.

I have the honor to refer to conversations which have taken place between
Omci?l‘s of the Canadian Legation and of the Department with respect to the
aPplication of the United States Selective Training and Service Act of 1940,
8 amended, to Canadian nationals residing in the United States.

.. As you are aware the Act provides that with certain exceptions every male
Citizen of the United States and every other male person residing in the United
t ates between the ages of 18 and 65 shall register. The Act further provides

at, with certain exceptions, registrants within specified age limits are liable for
Active military service in the United States armed forces.

3 . This Government recognizes that from the standpoint of morale of the

Ndividuals concerned and the over-all military effort of the countries at war
With the Axis Powers, it would be desirable to permit certain classes of individuals
S 0 have registered or who may register under the Selective Training and
cgrvlce Act of 1940, as amended, to enlist in the armed forces of a co-belligerent
WuntTY, should they desire to do so. It will be recalled that during the World
th'ar this Government signed conventions with cer_‘tam associated powers on
ex!s subject. The United States Government believes, however, that under
istls'ﬁll_lg cireumstances the same ends may now be aecomplished through admin-

Tative action, thus obviating the delays ineident to the signing and ratification

Conventions. . i ; ;
Pe Chis Government is prepared, therefore, to initiate a_procedure which will
ofl‘rmt aliens who have registered under the Selective Training and Service Act
n 0, as amended, who are nationals of co-belligerent countries and who have

Ot declared their intention of becoming American citizens to elect to serve in

fe forces of their respective countries, in lieu of service in the armed forces
of 1o United States, at any time prior to their induction into the armed forces

this country. Individuals who so eleet will be physically examined by the

o 2¢d forces of the United States, and if found physically qualified, the results

g Uch examinations will be forwarded to the proper authorities of the co-bel-
th-::“&nt nation for determination of acceptability. Upon receipt of notification
Voy an individual is acceptable and also receipt of the necessary tmvel_ and nieal
D thers from the co-belligerent government involved, the appropriate State

Oitector of the Selective Service System will direct the local Selective Service
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