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Municipal Statistics in the Province of Quebec
G. E. 1VlIýQUIS (DIrector 'of StatIstics).

everywhere, and to seek for perfection at once would be
unreasonable and entail the rIsk of neyer gettinig anything
at ail. On the other hand, we have to reekon with the
secretary-treasurers who do not always-keep bookes ac-
cording to a well detailed and particular systemn for each
service. Therefore, our formn is but an outiine wýhich can
be extended at wiil, without losing its Initial sharpe and
without lack ofconsecutiveness In gathering information
already compiled. It is well known that.the value of ista-

eý tistics depends upon their truthfulnese and accumulation.
In order to ascertain whether ýprogress ia being made and
to measure stages of development, thoroughly Identical
landmnarks are needed, for, otherwise, no reasonable corn-
parison could be made.

It is, moreover, possibi.' in conjunction witb our De-
i)artment of Municipal Affairs, to draw op, for cities and
towns, more extended forins giving detailed Information
regarding the various urban services, such as waterworks
and sewers, firemen, policemen, del.iquents, schools, pub-

lic sanitation, street-cars, light, as well as a more com-
plete statement of the finances of the same municipali-
ties. These changes will not, however, in any way, affect
the forms now used by us, they will merely extend them
and give them a develc pirent which will be the conse-
quence of a municipal condition peculiar to cities and
towns.

i shall now pass or to the manner in which the Bureau
of Statistics proceeds to obtain this information from the
1.242 municipalities of the province and the steps to be
taken for assuring the succes of this work.

It bas often been rightly said that the secretary-treasur-
er of a municipality is the soul of the corporation, bc-
cause the permanence of bis position gives him an oppor-
tunity for acquiring great experience which he can plac<
at the disposal of the local administrators, enabling tlhe
latter to better follow the precepts of the law, to prevent
certain irregularities from assuming a concrete form and
to correct such as might have crept in through inadvert-
ence.

In a very able paper given before the. Nova Scotia Muni- Prom the standpoint of municipal statistics these offi-
cipal Convention under the titie of "Municipal Organiza- ce rs are the pivot-boit of the municipal machine. But,
tion and Statistios in the Province of Quebec,' Mr. G. E. with ail bis good wil' l and zeal, a secretary cannot stip-
Marquis, the. Provincal Statistician after outlining 'th ply information he does not possess. It is therefore neces-
municipal administration took up the municipal atatistics sary that provision be made, In the municipal laws, for

of h. povine. n tha sbJet Mr Maquisepoe ~the gatlwring of statIstios. The assessors should betheofhrisy frov inceO this sureat Mr. Mh arin unke hiu first to supply accurate and varied information aboutcharge, o Quebe a te. matno pthe daPrteinci udr hi everything connected with municipal organization, suchchare Qebe hasthemos up-o-dte rovicia Bueau as: Classification of land, roads, population, separate va-of Statistios in Canada, so that the. fohlowing excerpt taken luation of lands and Improvements. To that end a modelfrom his jpaper wiIi serve to sh~ow not only~ the va ue of of a 'ralution roll, before being sent out, should be ap-statistics in their generaf application, but in partioular proved by the Lieutenant- Governor in Council; this is the
to mnicial ffais:-only way to ineure uniformity for a same class et muni-

"The Province of Quebec bas been gathering municipal cipalities.
statistics for over fifty years, but until 1915 their compass
was rather lirnited; at the rnost they contained only the Thie same applies to the yearly statistical report which

elemntsnowto b fond n th ne fom ofreprt. the secretary has te send to the Provincial Government.siemntsnow e b founi n th ne for ofrepot. t should be compulsory, but rather easy to make out In
This enlargement of municipal statistics became pos- order that the municipallties may perferm this duty. Ow-

sible with the oroeanizatinn of thp Ri-i nf .1+fi+e ^f inz tu varietv in hni--ýnn *+. i--


