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A CONTEMPLATED

TERCENTENARY CELEBRATION

Among the Indians of ths

Micmac Tribe

1610---1910

The 24th of June 1910 will recall
the most memorable cvent in the his-
tory of the Micmaos, as three hundred
years ago the first members of their
tribe received baptism at Port Royal,
now Annapolis Royal, N, S. At their
head was Grand Chief Momberton—in
Micinac ‘Maopelto’ or General feader.
This Sacrament was administered by
the ‘Rav, Jowsd Blécehé, a Irenea priest
of the dlocese of Langres. 21 Indiansg
were baptised on the 24th of June,
16*10‘ but during the same year the
number of converts reached 140, and
before long the while Tribe was Chris-
tian. And, to use the words of the
Dean of the Canadian Hicrarchy, Bi-
shop Cameron, ‘their loyalty to the
Catholic Church has cver continued
to be simmply heroice”

It is knowmn that the Micmacs
long to the large Algonguin family,
which occupied half of North Am-
erica, Hast of the Migslemippt (Mesgig
Sipo, Grang River) —which numbered
more than 90,000 Indiuns, But this in-
teresting Tribe was small, aboit 4,000
souls, which i¢ population to
the present day. All other tries arve
decaying and .gradually dying away.
The Mdicmace tribe only is as flourish-
ing as ever., They arc scattered in
more tham 50 reserves all over Eastern
Canada, to wit, in the Gaspe Penin-
su‘Ia, New Brunstwick, 'rince: Kdward
Island, Nova Scotla, (fa;re Breton, and
even in Newfoundland.

But the chief scttlement js that of
Restigouche, in the Province of Quehec
which comprises 120 familics-—abnut
510 souls. As the Indians own no land
in Annapclis now, ‘where the momen-
tous event of their flrst Baptism oc-
curred, it wag thought that Restigou-
che would he the most fitting place to
commemorate it by the ercction of a
suitable monument..

Morecwwer, at Restigouche
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foned naw the Capuchin Fathers wpo

were sent to Port Royal by Richelieu
in 1632, to c¢cvangelize the Indians, to
minister to the white settlers and
chiefly to open at the King's expense,
the first College or Scminary (as it
ways  called) of New  France. They
werg to receive free of charge 30 white
children and as many Indians as would
present themselves, It was €0 pros-
perous that in 1643 we find 12 Fathers
stationed at Port Royal tor the work
of the College and missions among the
Indians., Unfortunately wars brought
that reat undertaking to an end in
1654, But the Micmacs have always
keipt a  vivig and quite picturesque
sowvenir of both this mission and the

one given by the Secular
and the Jesuit IFathers, This
latter they graphidally called  the
“Teaching of the Blac. Robes” and
the other the ‘Teaching of the Bare-
tooted. This expression (peculiar to
the Micmacas) was an cnigma for those
of our day, until the Capuchin Fathers
came hack among them in 1894,

Another attractive fcaturce of Resti-
zouche is the Sanctuary o! our ‘Grand
Muother Saint Ann, where she has been
houored and visited by pious pilgrims
for nearly 200 years; those Indians
who call her poetically ‘the Qucen of
all thie Micmacs, will be glad to sce
in tae monument to be erected there a
now glorification of the Grand Mother
of Chrigt ‘Sesos ogomitjel" and g new
pledge of her powerful protection.

The detailed programme of the sol-
emn celebration to e held on June
24th 1910, will bhe published in due
time. But a list of subscriptions for
the mbnument in now opened. And
the magnificence thereof will depend
on the generosity of our friends. Con-
tributions may he setnt to ‘the Direct-
or of the Pilgrimage, Restigoucne, P,
Q. or to ‘the = Micmac Mesgenger,’
where all amounts received will be
thankfully acknowledged.
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