
AIJGUST lbth, 1890.,

GLADSTONE A.ND HOME RULE-I.

To the Editor of TH1E WEEK:

Si,-In my last letter (see THE WEEK for July 18),I1

proposed to treat of Gladstone's unwitting attenhpt to dis-

rupt the United Kingdom in 1886-untaught by bis want

of success to break up the United States in 1862. His

failure ini both instances was truly providentiai. It is not

charged that be purposely sought to break up the Ulnited

Kingdom into fragments, but to show how willing he was

to sacrifice the national welfare to lis craving for office

anîd for a majority in the House of Commons; also some

of the consequeinces that would result from Home Rule.

Had he succeeded 103 hostile votes would have been

struck out, namcly 86 Parnellites, and 17 Conservatives

and Liberal Unionists. This would have lef t bim the

absolute ruier of the bouse of Commons until the break-

in- ont of civil war in Jreland and the consequent

appr ai to Great Britain Since be bas deserted to Par-

nell and purchased bis 86 votes lie can depend upon tbe

latter, but only so long as be does Parnell's bidding. Hie

lias been compelled by relying upon tbem to sanction tbe

obstruction and incitements to, and actual, disorderly con-

duct, wbjcb, in bis Unioniat days he was the first to îndig-

nantly denounice.

Tite political tendency às to aggregate.

If we carefully read and reflect upon history we note

that tbe general tendency is to aggregate-to groNv fromn

the littie to the great ; ir. fact a centripetal action. Tbe

sanie law wbicbi in the physical world bas consolidated

worlds out of nebulous bodies bas in another sphere of

action formcd empires out of fragments. lu tbe dawn of bis-

tory it was tbe family ; then it grew to tbe tribal condition

-afterwards arose rulers on a somewbat larger scale.

Af ter a tinie these petty rulers gave place to an over-lord, a

king on a larger scale, and so, unleas interrupted by dis-

ruptive or subversive movements, from kingdoins to

empires, or vast republics, empires in ail but name. t

lias taken thousands of years to travel tbrongb ail tbese

stages. These facts point to a far distant future, perhafps

thousands of years bence,' when the brotberbood of mar

shahl be tboroughly established, "and nation shal not war

agaulat nation any mnore." It is false statesmansbip to

huîîder healthy and niatural growtb in that direction, bighly

blamewortby wben a statesman, for self-seeking ends, labourF

to increase discord instead of appeasing it, to blow the

sinouldering ciobers of strife, to force bis country back.

wards, instead of leading it forwards.

France.

Take the case of France. Eigbt centuries ago theri

were in France a dozen ruiers of practicaliy different pett:

kingdoms. There wcre different races and langoagek

This meant almost constant internecine strife and wai

Wben France became a nation in the modern meaningc

thîe word, the one soitary ruler preventing sucbi wars was

great imiproveinent. Yct even s0 late as 100 years ag,

the local jealousies, tariffs, laws, and inter-state toîls an,

obstructions greatly hindered healtby growth and we]

being. Would any sane inan advocate Home R.ulei

France î Suppose such a measure to be carricd out, w

sbould see protection in its worst form rule in son

sections-in otbers Engiisb f ree trade -witb inter-stai

custom bhouses. In the backward regions medioevai Cathb

icism, and in the Republican parts tbe exact reverse. A

sorts of evil consequences would ensue ; tbere is litt

doubt tbat it would end in bloodshed. Wbereas now, ii

stead of barking back to a bygone condition of tbings, tl

leading great questions awaiting solution in France are:

Free Trade;- 2. Free Testamentary power, i.e., tbe powc

for a man to deal witb and to wil! is property as lie wishe

unfettered by the evii laws inberited from tbe grej

Revolutioni; 3. Abandoning the idea of a war of reven;

sgainst Germany ; 4. Tbe reduction of expenditure, and

a conn (uencc aZ partial disarnment. If matters are 14

to a nafurai course it is probable tlîat ail these questic

wiil be favourably solved witbin fifty years. Thîir stt]

ment would greatly increase tbe moral growth of Fran(

aiso its pîcuniary gain. The interference by law wit i t

free testitnientaI'y disposition of property reacts unfavou

ably, botb morally and pecuniarily.

Germian y.

United Germany, from its extent, central position, bi

gLandttrd of intelligence, large population and,nîiiitaryj co

pletenet,,nay be calied tbe political centre of gravity

Europe. The absence of sucb a centre of gravity bias bc

an Europeaîî misfortune for centuries. Ail know tbat ur

receritly it practically bad miany different and independE

ruters. Even now tbere is not perfect union in ail r,

pects. Previous to the Frenchi Revolution the disintegrati

force, vwich we may eau Giadatonian disintegratiofi, h

been increasing until, wben tbe Republican raiders were

loose, the homeè-guarding force of the German Empire'v

a mere mockery, delusion and a snp-re. When FrancE

1792 commnenced its piratical war, which even Robespie

votcd against, some of the German rulers armed to def(

their fatbcrland and others did not. There was not on

them tbat excrted bis full strcngth. Wben tbe Duke

Brunswick marched against the French his army, compc

of Prussians, Austrians, and the soldiers of some of

smaler German State,s did not exceed 100,000. Soin

tbe contingents lagged so badiy that tbe army starte

month too late. Rlad Germany been only moderat

united in the first place France would not have decis
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war. t was the alniost defenceless condition on ifs borders Irish

tbat tenpted its rulers. li the second place, reckoning freec

only 8,000 soldiers to the million of population, the sinaller allil

States exclusive of Prussia and Austria, would have con- be

trîbuted over 100,000 mien, and bocu ready a nionthi or two Anc

earlier. Tbe allies, then in tbe French disorganized condi-

tion, would hiave easily marched te Paris, put down the sinal

minority of tyrannizing republicanes, anarchy, and inurder,

restored constitutional mnarclîy, and thus saved thie livts an

of millions, thc wasteo f nntold freasuro, and prevented 22 the,

years of war. The great want of Europe silice the peace is

of \Vestpbalia in 1648 lias been a United Germeany. Had VUv

there been such atf flat time, Louis XIV. wonld itot bave by

waged bis aggressive wars. Thue Gcrnians are quiet and

peaceable, and not vain, restîcas and aggressive.

Italy.pa

The history of Italy, also, vividly shows the evils of for

disuinion. Up tilI 1859 there were, includîng Austria, the

seven in(lependent rulers, each witb bis own arnîy. Sardinia 1iy

in 1792 had a population of about 3,000,000, one-sixtli of P

that of ail Italy, less than one eiglitî of that of . France of 8'

fliat date. The Frenchi ulers were desirous toe rob if of fac

Savoy. Sardinia bad ant inefficient Goverîîîîîent and was We

uriable of itself to resist, so France commenced a wolf-aîd-

lamb aggressive war. But if Italy bad been one kingdomi

if would not bave been au easy prey, and France would P
bave left it alonte. The irst sîîall inivading, arîny wouid have

been outnumibered six-fold. One way of testmxg the value

of a United Italy at thut era is t0 consider whiat wonid 1

bave happened in 1796 had the Ropublic of Venice, with e

lits armîîy of 40,000 men, beartily sided witb Sardinia and S

Austria, instead of standing aloof anxd awaitirîg ifs turn to oe

lie a pî-oy. Althongli Bonaparte would bave distxnguisbed

hinîseif. it is certain that lie would have failed f0 conqur t

North Italy. As it was, several tintes success hîung evenly

in the balance. Ilie would have been atable f0 bave

remittod plunder te Paris, and the Repubhican conflagr-a-

tion after a short tinte wouid have died out for want of

fresb fuel to feed upoi. Thue bistorical student ninsftit t

neyer forget that the French Govcrnîîîenf for several years t

was kept going hîy the plunder either of foreign nations tor rl

-of its own subJeets. ltaly, being îîow uîîted, xs another

, guarantee for Eiropean peace. Its population of 30,000,-

000 exerting itsfsuxll strengfth would dinîiiiiislî by at least

one-third the effective force of France in a war of revenge s

e against (xeiti<ny. rbis, vastly lessens the chanices of suchl a t

-struggle taking place.
scotland. I

An easy way te get a vivid idea, oi the evils resniting a

front fthe, ule of nunierous petty rulers ia to read a go d s

ro bisfoiy of the Uighiand class. Uxtil the ciAfs were s

ýY brouglit inito reai ,u1jtectic)i, thxe record is xîanely a history b
18 of outrages, wars and massacres. T[lure was no eruai

r. chance of piogresg for Scotland until if practically becaniie1

of one xnation under one ruler. After its union wifli Eng-
a land if rapidly iîicreased in prosperity.
'o

id ~Englaitd.
il- The wars of flie Hepfarchîy, stigmatizcd by Milton as

in the wars of the Kites and tlic Crows, prevemted progres

îc until Emglaxîd bad but one monarcli. But the disruptive j

ne and "Red Indian " Danisix wars for ages destroyed the good

ýte derived freuxtue fusion of the Ileptamclîy into onie nation.

01- If Gladstone carried bis disonion measure.4, fu-me would

01 be no good reasoru wly Wales and Scotland shouid not also

le bave their own Pari iaînents-inetf act sucb local Parliainonts

ýn bave licou recentiy proposcd. Thero wonid lie endis con-

lie fusion witb sncb a state of thingsThue trutlî is, the

1. breaking up of the- United Kitxgdoi into dilffrent nat ions

er is self-evident nonsense, yet if would xesult freut Glad-

es, stones iloumo Rule Bill.
ýat Ireland.

as à Ieland also aflords strong proof of the mniiseries resuit.

,ft ing front liaving a numuber of indepexîdent uiers. Old

ns Irish annalists have recorded that Ilproviens te flie flood

le- there were many princes," but thtfuifortunateiy througb

,ce, the fanît of soîneone tho records bave bei-n lest. 1rvious

ho to the Christian i-a, there were 160 relers, ont of wbori

ir- tifteen are stated to bave Ildied comfoftabiy in their lieds,"

four apparenfly nncomfortably, and 141 citiier murdered

or in battie. It recails to mind Fastaff s ialfpenuywortlx

of bread f0 a galion of sack. Froul that date tili flue tinte

igb of Henry Il., there appear to bave licou scvcntv-six rulers,

Dui- forty-six of whouî died violent deafbs, exclusive of fhîre

r f under the sonewliat Hliemnian beading of Ildeatbs froin

een thunderboîts." These facts show wbaf a constant state of

ntil infemnecine warfare pevailed up ftot' finte cf the Anglet-

ont Norman coîîquest.
os- Those of youx readerà wbo wish fer vemy full and exact

Ding informationi about tbe Irishi Union should read l' Thxe

ad Legisiative Union of Great Britain and relatnd," liy 1.

lot Dunbiar [ugrain,LL.D. lTe Libemal Unionisf Association,

w'as Great George Street, London, bave puliihud a shilling

ýe in edition.
rre
!end Irishi Memnbers at Westminaster in the ldth Century.

le of The pamphlet shows what few know, that in 1281

e of " barons, prelates and cifizens were sumnmoned froin lreland

sed to serve in the English Parliament and did serve therein.

the The like also ini the reigus of Edward Il. and E'dward 111.

e of IlOwing to the danger and difficflty of the jouneny, the

Da practice of sending representafives f0 the Engliali Parlia-

tely ment was given Up." As the English Pale diminisbed

red mainly owing f0 the Civil Wars in En-land, and the

bh chieftains outsido of tbe Pale enjoyed Home Rule,
edom. frooi restraint. and the rigbt of private war with

its horrible consequences, the Irish Parlianient, if it can

called one, mainly consisted of the descendants of the

giclo-Normians and of those wbo spoke Englisb.

SIpanish Evidene~ of Iris< Lawlessness.

There bas beeii pubhislied in Spain the adventures of

Lotflcer of tue Spanish Armjada, wbo was wrecked off

ýcoast of Ireland iin 1588. le iived outside the Eng-

ih Pale aîîîong the then independent Irisli. He (rives a

'id idea of Irishilonme Rule of that ttiie--of local wars

euoe village against another village.

Thp Irish Peiai Law of 168,9.

XVhen the Irish Catiolie Parliann-nt of James Il.

assed its celebrated Act of Attainder, tbere was a clause

:rbidding the King,-froîin pardonixîg any one nu ntioned

erein. 'Tli list of the Protestants con)deained to deatti

,y tbat Act " coiiîprised 2 arcbbisbops, 1 iluke, 63 tem-

wal lords, 22 ladies, 7 biishops, 85 knigbts and la ronets,

ýcli rgymni, and 2,182 usquires, etc. rFotai, 2,445. 111

act the wlîole Protestant peerage andI gentry of lreland

vere at one sweep condemnnd to deatb."

Tite Protestaiti Penal Law8.

Ingrani points out tbat tAxis explains %wmy ithe Irish

ýarliament of 1702 acted as it. did iiin roemacting the

Penal Code. It appeas (aithougli Iigraoo des îîot se

ate) that tliey waited for the deat h of William I1Il.

.x.fore tbey practicaily coînmneced. If iii thie Sont hemn

tates they had during the Civil \Var paîoîed a iaw con-

lengn to deatli ail thoiîe wbio were actively or. passively

)pposeýd to secession, anîd enacting that tbe.ir property

iooid be contiscated, wlîat wouid have lîappened wlîen

tie Unior.ists got the victory ?

In"raiii "ives an account of thie varioas attenîpts by the

risb Parliainent in tie early part of tbe eighteentb cen-

ury to eflect a union with that of Great Britain ; also of

bhose of eminent Irislîmen wlîo vainly laboured to bring it

about.
Rarity of great Statesînen.

Witb respect te these failures, historical studexîts

sbould ponder over tbis capital fact, that really great

statesinen are very rare. A muai) must be measurm'd by

the age in which be lives. It is doubtful wbether Amierica

during this century lias produced one great statesiax.

There is sonxething in a wide suffrage wbicb forbids sucli

a man froîn attaining bis xîatural position. Uîiiversai

suff*rage in France lias not brougbt to the front cven a

seIcond rate mnan. lu Eîigland, witlî the prese-nt suffrage,

siîcb mien as Pitt, Ednîund B4urke and Macaulay would

net as new men succeed in getting into Parliainent. Facts

like these must bc borne in mind to rightly judgc history.

Is it fair to biame Emialaxid because it bas produced so very

few great statesuien ?

Dangers of Separate I'arlianelt8.

Ingrain gives some curions facts showing tbe dangers

arising from two Parliamnents-not only in lreland but

aiso in Scotland prior toeflie Union of the latter wîth

E gland in 1705 . More tban once during tbe eariy part

of the reign of Queen Anie, thore was an approacb to a

state et bostilities between England and Scotland, altbouglb

ruied by the saine monarcb. FÂI1tPLAv RADICAL.

J'ANADA'S (OSITT N N1MPURT-
AN'I' STATE PAIPEB.

OME montba sirice Mr. Francis Stevensoni, wbo takiîs

groat interust in colonial subjects, moved, in the Englisi

flouse of Coin <ons, for a return sbowing the Constitution

of tbe Executive in each colony, and, in the case of

colonies baving representative assemblies, the Constitu-

tion of those assenihuies, tbe nutuber of menîbers, the

number of electors, axnd tbe qualifications requi4ite for

memibers and for electors. The replies sent ini te this

address frein the severai colonial governuents bave now

been printed, tbat froin the Dominion fortning a supple-

mentary return covening a conupiebensive exposition oif

the Canadian Constitution froîn the peu of eue do capable

of dealing witb the subject as the Dominion Socretary of

State.
Mr. Clîapleau's paper, says au Ottawa contemporary,

is one admirably coîîceived and arranged, and ini thi, as

in other respects, would well serve as a niodel for officiai

documents of a similar ciass. Lt is divided into live

sectioxns or departuments, eacb dealing with a particular

feature, wbich is fully, tlîougyh concisoiy, developed on the

linos foliowed by May (the late Lord Farnboroughî), Todd,

Bourixiot, Poutre and other wel known aîxtborities. nbe

subjects severaily considered axe: (1) Systeni of Govern-

ment ; (2) Exreutive Power ; (3) Legisiative Power;

(4) Local or Provincial Legislatures and Municipal

System, and (5) Judiciary. Introductory to tbe main

portion of the work are some vaînable historicai notes

touchiîig the discovery and oarly settiement of the several

British North American colonies now forming the Domin-

ion, and at the same time illustrating tbe growtx of

1iarliamentary institutions and tbe establishîment of consti-
tutional govomnmnent thoreii. IL is explained that of flic

several communities or governulents forimig what is

known as the North American group of colonies, nunîler-

ing eight altogether, allbave at varions times since 1867
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