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alarge Oulu of money in order that free passages miglit be given to thE
officerS Of the association and the more important inembers, while reduced
r1ates, have heen arranged for ail other members wvho may be able tc
attend. and it is understood that no less than 750 have already signified
their intention of so doing. Then the two great railway corporations ol
the Dominion have vied with one another in hospitality-the Grand

'rimlk Railway offer a free excursion to the Great Lakes and Chicago, and
the Canadian Pacific iRailway a pic-flic to the IRocky Mountains> ThE
various railroad and steamboat lines in Canada and the United States aisc
liS.ve mande most liberal arrangements, and there will no doubt be a very

large Visitation to Philadelphia when the American Association is there i

session.JAMES MACDONALD OXLEY.

MODERN ATHLETICISM.

SORrecenit strictures of a well-known public school president in the
States on1 the excess of athletic sports in the present age has naturaily

,rolgt the question of the use and abuse of field sports into prominence.
Doubtl1ess the rising generation lias many more opportunities for indulging

lanusemenlts than had the past, yet it may sureiy be a fair question:
Dýoes the youth of our time show any appreciable failing-oif in education,
as COIflp8red with those who have gone before' Every scholar knows how
141101 attention was paid by Greeks and Romans to the developmnent of the
hurnfan frame, beiieving that the mmnd, which draws its sap, as it were,

fr3athe body, was thereby benefited-ne2bs sana in corjwre sano. biner,
P'illdar, Virgil and. Anacreon, ail describe the sports of their day, when not
0fliy Warriors, but statesmen and literati, were schooled quite as mucli in
the gyn'nasia as in the lecture halls. The recent Iamented death of Mr.

W.. P3hililis5 , one of the fastest "lsprinters " in Engiand, lias been seized
UPoll as1 aifarding a text for a sermon on the danger of induiging in severe

atl~je c
atlteContests. But that unfortunate gentleman, Who suifered f rom heart

lisseage, liad been duiy and long warned by lis medical adviser against
Participation in the sport which doubtless hastened lis death, and the case

' fot olie to mark the precept ex uno disce omnes. Statistica of mortaiity
flcOflejio with the universities and white flannel are now but seldamn

lieard of, flor do we read of possible senior wrangiers degenerating into

tadiocre gymnasts. There was lately pubiished ifi a legal periodicai a list
Of udcia clerities who had in their college days puiled oars in the inter-

V'araity mlatch. The spirit of emulation eluaelb ho npyia

pnnirsuts i11 no way deteriorated their capacity for perseverance and resolu-
iin the walks of their profession. Admitted that medical statistics do

RhOw a great increase in diseases of the heart. is that to be attributed to
thlrore gelleral use of, and rapid progress in, ail branches of athleticism?

011 the Con1trary, we should rather watch with unreserved pleasure and
'i1 sfac-tiar the daily tendency to a recognition of the use of physical

cliltu]re flafifested around us in boating, lacrosse, cricket and other clubs.
ItSeing absurd to argue a danger of moral or intellectual deterioration

toPhYsical culture ; more than probably, toa many of us suifer froni the
la0 f it* We need not go far for instances. Strike at once into litera-

t*ll-tha branch of our education presided over by the writer whose
ajýe Who iven rise to these lines, and what do we see I Poets there

lie verses in general are chiefly remarkable for their weak and
~biequalt'es5  Querulous, forcedl, and languid, or to use the words of a

niten critîc- suggestive of the atinosphere of a sick rooro. These
*iesWOuld have been better for physical culture, and their over-nervous

aldovereiOtiîa pictures would have been more robust and leas arti-

fiea blthd bee the expressions of strong masculine natures. Byron,
4 the ' lmit>' of lis leg, was an ardent athiete, and it ina> be

teet9 to note that le formed one of the Harrow eleven when the

8tv1 againOt Eton was first instituted in 1805.
p thleticim by no means entails a severe physical preparation, and the

'l'tUeipowe Wo111d seek to advocate is simpy that any sport of a mafly
lUr 011 dch1 draws us out of the apatletic indolence of our physical fraines

en.fl deseing of encouragement. The principle is equali>' applicable ta

Ite lieas been claimed for the Anglo-Saxon men and wamen that
arej more comely and robust than ayother pol ntewrd

theiasr el attributed in a great manyr pel i the worrl im ld.O

Y 'f 10i o gluttony, Dr artells us, is the vice of the age. Yet,

14arke 1OU8camparison, the ieast observant could not fail ta note the
g he st . erjty Of the English youth over the French, and bath under-

Ped. T'e ditryo chool life, before glutton>' can have been fairly
the te'lhe resuit mn>' justi>' be credited ta the natural tendency 0f

youl1 ofn e 1 country to indulge more in athletic pursuits than the
0n f tlie greateet boons England could give France," says a

celebrated Frenchi writer, Ilwouid be the establishmnent of cricket in lier
towns and villages." Those who hold that the pursuit of field sports
impiies a degradatian of inteilectual taste, forget what an influence pas-
times have had upan many branches of literature and art. Thare are
miany pure and notable writers who cau]d mare easily dispense with heomes
and heroines than with horses and hounds. The book-worid is filled with
portraits which would neyer have been framed but for the içustom of hunt-
ing. Our sparting travellers furnish us with the most trustworthy and
interesting delineations of foreign climes. The laver of field sparts is
observant of nature froin habit, and is educated into a sensibility for lier
beauties by the force of experience. Every honest sport honest>' pursued
is good, nat only for physical and moral heaith, but because its prosecution
is valuable in artistic and iiterary suggestions never dreaint of by those
who regard athieticisin as developing a temperament unequal to intellectual
expansion.

There existed at one time in England what miglit be called a system of
compulsory education in archer>'. Butts were erccted in ever>' township,
and on ail feat days the inhabitants hiad ta shoot at the saine under penalty
of a fine. Archery lias now become a pastime of a fashionabie rathcr than
of a popular cliaracter. Ever>' yaung man who can spare the titne shouid
belang ta sanie association or other for autdoor pastime. There are thou-
sands of adolescent laungers, with legs like cedar pencils and arms like
pipe-stems, wha make use of their ana liaif-holiday in the week ta lounge
round bar-rooms or billiard-tables. It is of such stuif defaulting cierks
are made. The creature with weakly frame loses the nobilit>' of lis natural
manhood. Hie is nicatised and narcotised into a nîiserabie wreck of ner-
vausness. Not for Miîn, like aid Adamn in "lAs You Like It," are the
words-

Though I arn aid, yet I arn strong and lusty;
For in my yonth I never dîd appiy
Hot and rebellions liquors in my blood;
Nor did not with unbasbfui forehead woo
The means af weakness and debility.

TiVIATRon

BALLADE 0F TIIE WICKED EARL.

(Linos written aitar a fortaiglit spent with Ouidn'sa, novais.)

HÂD I been "lin the purpie born,"
(As Ouidla laves ta say>

V'd treat moralit>' with scarn,
.And live uncamman gay':

My bills, of course, I ne'er would pay,
At creditars V'l sneer,

What Ilhecatombs of doves " I'd sia>',
Had I been born a Peer 1

What wreaths af rases I'd hava warn,
Ail drenched with brighit Tokay' !

Wliat maidens froin their loyers torn
Had ruad their natal day 1

What wondrous odds yau'd see mie la>',
What fences I would cloar,

And gold, iike dross, V'd fling away,
Had I been born a Pecr!

And last, grawn agèd, stemn, foriorn,
My gold iocks turned ta gre>',

My crown of rases dliangedi ta thorn,
1'd end with saine dispia>'!

Througli faemen's ranks V'd cleave my way,
Througli Zouave and Cuirassier,

And dia whore fiercest raged the fra>',
Had I been born a Peer!1

ENVOY

Ouida, the goad aid tumes deca>',
And even Viscounts fear

To play the kind of pranks we'd play
Ifad I been born a Peer,

My Dear,
IIad I been barn a Peer ! A. L.

A LIVE book-worm lias been found at a literar>' auction room, and is
described as a waxen littie thing like the rnaggot in stilton cheese.

EDWÂRD KING tells one of the moat deiightful anecdotes of Carlyle.
Mallock called on the aId Scotdhman, and let hiiùself loase, talking Carlyle
almost ta death. Carlyle iistened almost irnperturbably, invited lin ta
tea, and liad him to amoke in the librar>' afterwards. When at last the

youthful sage thouglit proper ta take lis leave, Carlyle accompanied him
ta the door and said : IlWell, good-bye ; V've receiv 'ed ye kindly because I
knew your mother, but I neyer want ta set eyes an ye again "
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