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It is confessedly mucli easier to find fault with our pre-p

sent system, and to point out its many defects, than it is a

to suggest remedies, or to invent any method by which g

ktiowledge may be tested without involving similar diffi- i

culties and evils ; but it will be something to diagnose the si

disease, to know in what respects our methods are inju- fi

rus, and to trace thej injuries te their causes ; we shall

then be able to consider whether thore is any other method c

which can be adopted which shall be attended by btterg

resuits.0
The protesters have loi t us in no doubt as to the evilse

which they discern in nearly ail parts of our present edu-o

cational system. IlAlike," tliey say, "lin Public Elemen-a

tary schools, in schools of ail grades and for ail classes,v

and at the universities, the saine dangers are too often f

sbowing themselves under different forms. Children are r

treated by a public department, by managers and sohool-a

masters, as suitable instruments for earning Governmentt

money ; young boys of the middle and richer classes are i

cf ten trainod for scliolarships, with as little regard for thei

f uture as two-year-old horses are trained for races ; and t

young men of real capability at the universitios are led tot

believe that the main purposo of education is to enablei

them to win some great monoy prize, or take some distin-

guished place in an examination."

This is plain speaking, and it is plain speaking by mon

who know what they are talking, about. Moreover, it tells

us the simple truth, which is plain enough, when it is

pointed out, to ail who have eyes and who are willing to

use them. The subscribers to the memorial pro test agai ns t

sucli a misdirection of education, and against the evils that

actually and necessarily arise froin it, and that they ms.y

flot lay themselves open to the charge of slieltering them-

selves under vague generalities, they proceed to state very

distinctly the evils which they denounce.

In the first place they notice the physical mischieI re-

sulting. This is seen in the diminution of bodily vigour

and the censequent inability to resist certain forms of

disease to which the yoîing are exposed. But even in cases

where these tangible iii effects are not disclosed, there are

grounds for believing that the illegitimate demands made

upon tho youthful constitution, wlien it sbould be con-

solidating in ahl its parts, are made at the expense of

future vigour and capability. Every one who lias had

practical acquaintance with the work of education must

know how needful are these warnings. It is wel-known

that successful candidates for the Indian Civil Service, one

cf the most exacting in the way of examination, have

often wrecked their health, and sometimes permanently, in

the work of preparation.
But physical mischief is not the only evil consequence

of the present system. There are aise equally serioiis evils

,ol an intellectual and moral kind. Among these the pro-

test enurnerates the foliowing: 1. 91That under the prize

system ail education tends to be of the saine type ;"' 2.

"That the preponderating influence of examinations

destroys the bost teaching;" 3. "The true value of

different kinds of education cannot be so intelligently con-

Bidered and so easily measured by the public whefl these

great prizes are in existence."
These are serions indictments, and we strongly recOffl

mend the illustration given of thein in the pretest to the

consideration of our teachers and others who have the

control oL the education of the country, and, indeed, to the

geverning boards of our schools, and te the parents of the

chldren who will ultimately have to decide what nthod

of education shahl be adopted.

No less noteworthy than the largely signed protests are

the brief comments upon it which have been pubiished hy

Professers Max Müller, E. A. Freeman, and Frederic

Harrison. Professor MüllIer tells us that lieIl"did not sign

the proteat with a liglit heart," since nearly f orty years ago

lie did lis bost I"td prove the necessity of examinations for

admission to tlie Civil Service ;" and lie thinks he was

tlien substantially in the riglit, aithougli le lias no doubt

at ail as to the existence of the grave evils against which

the protest is directed.
Here is a tostimony, the testimony of a sober thinker,

an enthusiast for learning, and one who is in thorougli

sympatliy with the generul progress of moderntliouglit and

knowledge, a testimony the serions import cf which is not

easily exhausted: IlFrom wliat I have seon at Oxford and

elsewhere, ail real jcy in study soems te me to have bean

destroyod by the examinations as ncw conducted. Young

men imagine that ail their work lias but oe object-to

enabie them to pass the examinations. Every book tliey

have to rmal, even te the number cf pages, is prescribed.

No choice is allowed ; ne time is lef t to look either riglit
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pages is got up under compulsion, therofore grudgingly,

and after tihe exami nation is o ver, what has been got up is

got rid of again like a heavy and useless burden. Nothing]

s converted in 8uccum et sangutineîn. The only thing that

seems te romain is an intellectual nau8ea-a dislike cf the 9

food swallowed under compulsion." t

Many ef eur teachers in this country have given pre- t

cisely the samne testimeny. Professer Müller attributes a t

,"Ood deal of the fault te the examiners, and bis remamks

on the subjeut are cf groat woiglit ."lIn England mest

examiners are young mon, in Germany they are invariably

old. The 1'ordinary professors,' who alene examine for f

academic degreos in German universitios, try te find out

what candidates have iearnt and know ; our young exam-

inors semr chiefly bent on finding out what candidates doE

Bot know." We wonder if many persons interost thema-

selves in the oxamination papors which are placed before

thie students, candidates for matriculation and for dogrees,

in our Canadian universitios. Some of thema will ho found

rather surprising. Net vory long ago we liad an opper-

tunity of reading a series cf questions on Engliali grammar,-

and we can testify that most of the questions were cf the

most tecbnical character, questions of whicb many excellent

Engiish scholars could answer very few, and which, alas 1

for the most part, miglit have been answered by persons

who had hardly any reai, thorougli, and practical knowledge

cf the language.
We will only adduce further the testimeny of Professer

Freeman which is entireiy te the same effoct, and it is, as

ho remarks himself, the testimony of one whe knew old

Oxford and who now knows now Oxford, and who is the

botter able te compare and contrast them, because ho bas

net been living in the University during the pericd cf

transition and change. IlJust now," ho says," it seems te

ho understood that examinations are the chief end of life,

at any rate cf University life; they weuld soem, te ho

thouglit te have an opus operatun menit for both the

examiner and the examined. The object seems te be te

multiply examinations as mnch as posible, te split them

up and-what is caibed te 'specialize' them-to the ex-

treme point. A man is not, as of oid, wholiy plucked or

wholly passed; with the ingonuity cf Italian tyrants, a

pioce cf him is plucked or passed, while the rest cf him, is

kept for the sport cf another day. . . . I have deeply

te thank my Oxford undergraduate course fcr causing me

carefuily te read several books, .4ristotle'8 Ethics at tlieir

hoad, which I otberwise miglit net have read at aIl or

miglit have read iess theroughly. But I de net thank it

at all for oxamining me in anything. I do net mean

because 1 enly got a second class; fer I got the 'pecuniary

value' cf a first class in the shape cf a feliowship. What

1 do mean is that I mead with vory little cemnfcrt cm

pleasure, while thero was before me the spectre cf an

examinatien, deadening everything and giving a wrong

motive for ene's work. When 1 had got my degree and

my feliowsbip, I said, ' Now, 1 wiil begin realiy te read.'

1 hegan in October, 1845, and 1 have nover stepped yot."

The meply te all this willibe te ask for the remedy.

What, thon,de yen propose te dol And this is a question

whidh is net te ho answered off hand. But it is a question

wbich must seener or later ho answered; and the sooner

we take it in hand, the botter it will ho for us all. For

one tbing, we must, to seme extent, retrace our stops and

discover at 'wbat point we have left the riglit track. If

wo cannot get rid cf co2mpetitive Oxaminatiens, we must

minirnize thema as far as possible. We understand that

tbey are unknown at the Germian Universities, and these

certainly turn ont' educated, schclarly, tbeugbtful mon.

They are unkncwn at the University cf Michigan. If we

cannot de away with them, we miglit at least diminiali the

number cf subjects with whicb the candidates are mequired

to cram tliemselves. Lot examiners, moreover, lie a little

more ratienal. in their examinatiens, and lot those wlio

employ them. look after them. It will ho a miserable

meanît cf our fancied imprevements if we veri fy Professer

Max Muller's complaint, that our present metliod tumns

out nothing but mediocrities; for, as lie memarks, "if bis-

tory teaches anything, it teadlies us that ne country

romains great without meally great men, witlieut a few

mon diffiement frcm the mest."

ROMANcEc," says Andrew Lang, Ilappeams to lie, in

Lliterature, that element whicb gives a sudden sense cf the

strangeneas and the beauty cf life ; that power whidli las

>the gif t cf dreama, and admits us into the region where

rmon are more brave and wemen more beautiful and pas-

siens more intense than in omdinary existence. A milicn

cf novela about the Spanish Main may, net lie se momantie

1as a dezen linos apoken en the moorilit terrace of Belmont,"

TTIEÉ CHUROJI AND TFE PUBLIC.'

[T is often said that publicity is the true protection

Iagainst ail kinda of of evils-jobbing, injustice, and

all the rest of it, and ne doubt there is a great deal of

ruth in the saying. Very few people, indeed, can hoe

trusted without supervision to do precisely to another au

liey would that that other should do te them. Town

Councils are net immnaculate or infailible, and have been

known to perpetrate jobs for the benefit cf f riends or even

for their own benefit, when the liglit from. without lias not

fallen upen their proceedings. Even Church Courts, unde!

whatever name-Synods, Sessions, Church meetings, or

however they may be called-have been carried away,

sometimes by prejudice, sometimes even by baser senti-

ments, Èo that they did net execute judgîuent or justice,

Aga mbl, then, we are altogether in faveur cf publicity.

But we may have a littie toc mucli cf it ; and we think

we have had a great deal tee much of it in the case cf the

Reverend Mr. Jeffery and the Western Methodist Churoli.

In saying this we are net specially blamning Mr. Jeffery or

anybody else, but we are drawing attention to a state' cf

things which is threatening te become a nuisance, and

which is certainly deing harmu to the public religions senti-

ment. It is for this roason, and net because we want te

meddle with the affairs cf any religious cormnunity, or even

te point eut the misconduct cf any particular porson, that

we effer our comments upon this case.

Lt would be very difficult te mention a single point in

this unhappy business which lias been satisfactory frem the

beginning te the end cf it. We do net blame the reporters

with tbeir sensational lieadings and their columns of in-

terviewing. Reporters, like other men, must live: and

in order te live they must work, and tlîeir work must ho

cf the kmnd that people want and wiil pay for. It is plain

that the public are a trifle hypocritical in reference te

these matters. They complain of the floods cf gessip which

deinge the columns cf the daily papers, andi yet they buy

eageriy the papers whicli contain them, and, if sucli

things were net found in the papers, they would net buy

them.
The fanît, thon, principahly, is in the bad state of publie

cpinion and sentiment on these subjects ; and tho impreve-

ment in these respects must bce graduai, and must be

brouglit about by the use cf ail lawful means. Until this

happy censummation shall corne a iittle noarer, we may

at least make sncb comments upon particular incidents in

Mr. Jeffery's case as may help te the formation of "la

riglit j udgrnent " on matters of this kind. In doing se we

are guiity cf nc intrusion into the private affairs of any

individual, or congrogation, or community ; we are simply

exercising cur undcnbted riglit, nay, we are perfor ning

cur bounden duty, cf ccmmonting upon facts whioli are net

only public, but whicli have boon made public by thos

wlio were interested in the occurrences.

One cf the most sensible uttemances in connoctien with

the whoele affair was the answer given by Mr. Jeffery teO

cne cf lis iatest interviewers. It was ne use, he said,

gcing back upon the past, it was botter te lot by-gones be

by-genes. It is a pity that Mr. Jeffery and bis frionds,

and lis foes did net ceme te this conclusion a littie carlior.

It wculd certainly bave prevented a great deal of unpleasant

and unpmofitable discussion, and a difforent terminatien of

thé' dispute might have been reacbed.

There is seme difficulty in ascertainiug the beginning,

or rather the beginners cf the scandai. One tbing, bow-

ever, is abundantly plain, that there was net the least

sliadow cf a ground fer the rumeur that the rospected

gentleman who bas just resignod the Western Methediet

Churcli had been guilty of intemperance in any fomm or

shape. Net cnly was it testifled by those who had intimaate

acquaintance and constant communication witli him, during

the time te which the accusation referred, that no examplo

cf the kind had cerne under thoir notice ; but on the

other side theme, was no attempt whatever te prcdtsce any

testimony in support cf the charge.

Sncb a state cf mattera would liardiy be intelligible

except in an age in whicb a number cf goed people have

got carried airay by the fanaticism cof prohibition. It lias

been said that Mr. Jeffery does net hold the viewa on that

subject which are cemmenly entemtainod by members of

bis communion. We know that persens wlio are extrmely

zealous on the side cf prohibition are apt te have a bad

opinion cf those who refuse te go the whole way with

îtbemn; and it is quite possible that this was the boginning

c f the trouble. It is the Most charitable as weil as the

mest reasonable explanatien cf'tlie affair. Uniess it is

feund here, we must go f urtlier and find an expianaticn in'

1 ersonal malice or liostility, a thecry which is net hightly
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