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susPected of about as mucli interest in a dry debate as a kitten would take
in thc theory of evolution, sit tili midniglit and after in the expectation of
a division;« and even when word goes forth that it will flot be reached tilt
some time in the small hours of the morning, the fair parliamentarians
Often adjourni to the- littie supper rooms helow, fortify themselves with coffee
and cake and compliments, and watt. Doubtless von havè heard of the
displaY of innocent legisiative hilarity that rewards them, when at last the
whiPs scurry off in obedience to the Speaker's mandate to "lcati the ment-
bers in." Hiw Major Prior, fromi beyond the Rockies, is induced occa-
sionally to sing, in bis snlendid baritone, about the "Little Midshipmite,"
or the early morniný strialing febl ta.ough the rich intersections of
the north.westera windows looks down ia wonder upon the Parliainent of
the Dominion of Canada, wholly dignified and decorous, and even a little
gray, bald, and rheumatic in spots as it is, shouting rhythmically and
jtubiiantly across the mace Il Brigadier, vouz avez raison !" Ho)w the lion-
Ourable gentlemen of the Opposition aim large and forcible paper-balls at
the Occupants of the Treasury benches, and how the missiles are returned
with uaearned increment attached ia the shape of mucilage and pent-hold-
ers. Besides the fun of seeing Parltamentary dignity turned inside out, the
ladies have a consciousness of fashionable rectitude in sitting up late to se
it, which, indeed, they greatly require to support them throu gh the fatig'ue
it entails. It is especially the correct thing to spend an hour or two in the
8peaker's gallery ta such radiance of apparel as is naturally reflected froni
4overnment fluse. There is something semi-strong minded, demi-
Rý%thetic, in it that is agreeable to the feminine sense of the fitness of

bthings ; it is said to ho an admirable soporitic moreover, after the effect of
Viceroyalty and champagne upon one's exctted nerves. *There is a flavour

Of philanthropy about it too, for the jaded Parliamentary eye approves, and
the more frivolous of the exhausted Parliamentarians leave the seats the
country has provided for thein to chat with the late corners. The press
gallerY opposite makes it own peculiar comments, and the people who have
beeni listening to the debate devote themselves to the distraction of guessing
the anitecedent festivity from the character of the arrtving draperies, which
a dinner at Rideau Hall causes to culminate in gorgeousness.

Our Governor-General, talking of Viceregal hospitalities, lias won
golden opinions as a dinner-giver, which hie must deserve in no ordinary
8ense, since the surroundings of these offioial repasts must count somewhat
as Odds against their success. The diaing-room used for this purpose is a
linge, bare, htgh ceiled apartmient that aIl the art of the Pre-Raphaelites
cOuld not inake anything but most uaprepossessing. The immense
Wvindows are shielded by straiglit red curta tas, or rather blinds, which are
loade uglier stili by being pulTed in para Ilel lines fromt top to bottom. One
woutd think that Mr. William Morris's occasional Canadian disciples, who
Ought to be as the Iittle leaven ieavening the whoie lump, miglit induce
their fellow-countrymen to do a littie botter than this for their Queen's
Rtepresentative, In the meantime, tt is no smaii achievement to have
established a brilliant reputation as a host among accessories like these.

The rooma makes a very fair theatre, however, and an excellent baIl-
room. The stagE, is usually improvized at the north end, and aithough the

properties " of (4overanent blouse do flot include an asbestos fire for the
lighting of the amateur hero's cigarette, or a tank of reai water for the
sUbinerging of the amateur heroine, they are numerous and effective
ellough to put a tbree-act comedy through very respectably indeed. Thea-
tricals have already been given at Rideau Hall this season, in fact tliey
fOlned almost the flrst of the Easter gayeties. The piece, which was
rePeated last week at the Opera flouse for the benefit of the Convalescent
Childrea's Homne-a charity in which their Excellencies and the Household
take a special interest-was Everybody's Friend, the titlu-rôle giving Lord
elrederick Hlamilton an admirable opportunity to portray a wittily naïf
Young gentleman with an unliniited capacity for getting himself into

tobead looking grieved over it. Lord Frederick was evidently the
1118piration of' the piece, atthough lie divided the laurets very evenly
'With Mr. Kimber, wliom. the Dominion fraows so well in his officiaI
capacity of Black -Rod. Among the ladies Mrs. Chartes Stuart, to whom
Ottawa long ago gave the palm of amateur histrionto achievement, very
cleverly maintaino liher right to it. One does not go to Government flouse
theatricais to crîticise, but to applaud, as a rule. la this case, however, the
aPPlause was thoroughly descrved, and there was ver>' littie to criticise.
The general verdict was to the effect that the affair surpassed anythtng of
th' sort that had been given siace Lord Duffertn's time, which was, I
Uflderstaîîd, a sort of Golden Age in Ottawa'is amateur theatrical world.

Preparations are going forward activel>' to inake the farewell banquet
tO Lord Lansdowne a succeas upon an nnprecedented scale. The drill
Shed han been abaadoned, probab>' to the caterer's great comtfort and
satisifaction, ta favour of the Russell Hlouse ; and a suggestion for a recep-

tion afterward of the lady friends of the banqueters lias been submttted
for Her Excellency's decision. It is expected that the farewetl demon-
strations to Lord Lansdowne witî be quite as marked a manifestation of
the regard in which Ottawa liolds himt as that which welcomed himt back
fromt Toronto and placed on record the Capital's opinion of the gentleman
who lias sive had such an abundant opportunit>' to utilize lis Canadian
impressions ta another IlPilgrim's Progress " from Tullamore Jail.

To-niglit (Monday) everybody will go to hear the end of the Fishery
Debate, whtch lias heon so odd an illustration of the undisputed sway of the
party spirit in Dominion politics. As an arrangement calculated at least to
allay American hiostility to Canada, aad smooth the way to further trade
ne gotiations, the Opposition must approve the treaty, yet respect for part>'
tradition, the belligereat spirit that will not down, and apparently the
fact that the treaty does not secure ail earthly and economic biesstngs for
Nova Scotta ta rotura for the clearing privilege, unite to prolong a liostilit>'
which a good maay of the hostile, sbould the matter corne to a division,
whivh is improbable after Mr. Davies' I amn wilîîng, sir, that it should
be accepted," would doubtless bring to a consistent end by voting for the
Bill.

Sir Charles Tupper ta lis opening speech, into which utterance a mol-
Iowness as of Otd Falernian seems to have crept, urged the honourable
gentlemen of the Opposition to believe that every word wrung front himt
and front lis party in defence of the treaty would be used against it at
Washington. lt ts niot easy to concluide that the Liberals are figbting the
treaty with a view to facilttating its ratification by Congress, but if that
were their put-pose it is sureiy better furthered than if they took the
advice of the Minister of Finance and kept silence The Ainericans
woold certainly hesitate before assenttng to an arrangement so advantage-
ous to Canada as to bo received wtthout a word of cavil both by the Cana.
dian Government and its none too gracious Oppositton. If the Repubti-
cans inoreover, van use Canadian Conservative utterances to stone a Demo-
cratic treaty with, its defenders wili find telling missiles in the speeches
of the treaty's opponeants here. Front which point of view the longer the
wordy war goes on the botter the friends of the equitable and honourable
though not to radical measure of relief, should be satisfied.

SARA J. D>UNCAN.

lT) THEi FIIST IWILD FLOWER.

Ou, fairest thing ta this great world!
Oh, frailest tliag, that e'er nnfurted
Its lieart with tirntd hardihood
To att the rough winds of the wood!

Least one, I dare flot bles thee-
S weet one-nor yet caress thee,

My breath, my toncli, would surel>' be thy doom;
But oh, when Nature made tliee
Ia this untrampled shade, slie

Put all lier wealtli of beauty ta thy 8pear of bloom.

Oh, Bodiles! Oh, Beautifut!1
My heart ta duIl, and ver>' duIt;
Whbat do I ta this sacred place?
How sliould 1 look upon thy facel

And yet if thon shouldst blossom
Upon my lifeleas bosom,

la some fair spring, long, long years front to.day,
'Twoutd set my heart to beattng,
And o'er and o'er repeattng,

Ne'er front my sont sucli poemt sprang as fromt my soulless lay!
A. ETHELWYN WETHERALI).

T/'FIRSTI SPRING FLOWER.

THE winter had heen long and severe, and we were heartil>' tired of it.
Early ta Mardi there came three or four briglit warma days, witli the
promise of spring ta the air. We heard the mellow flute-note of a blue-
bird. A few pioneer robins liad also arrived front the sonth, and were
gladl>' welcomed. They were att maie birds ; we did not expect the
females for a week or two yet. The deep snow began to thaw and settle
down in the streets and on the lawns of the cit>' and in the open fields.
la the more sunny and sheltered spots tittie patches of earth appeared,
,scattered uver witli last year's dead leaves, or covered witli gray' and sodden-
iooking grass. The water was trickling and runniag a litte ta the streets
or lay spread ont ta clear pools on which the siu flashed dazzlingty. The
tbaw had not gone far enougli yet to muddy the water. The sidewalk
was dry in somte places ; on these boys were ptaytng marbles or girls were
swinging their skipping-ropes.


