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MR. GLA DS'OiNE'S SCIILME FOR IRELAIND.

TUE anneunicement tliat Mr. Gladstone had preposed te capitulato* te Pa
nell, te give Jreland a separate Parliainent, and if the Censervative Goveri
ment resisted, te turn it eut b>' the lielp of tîle Parnellite vote, appears t
liave leen premature. No wonder that Tories, whe bad just been lecture
by Mr. Gladstone on their intrigues with the Parnellites, should hav
de l is proposal as proiligate. Thore are symapteis, neverthelesî
wlich indlicate, that some schjeine of the kind is iii ceurse of cencection
Mr. Herbert Gladstone, bis fatlwr's poiitiLal acolyte, lias ventilated hi
opinion that if five-sixths of the Irishî people want a separate Parliamen
wisdon and justice require that they> shculd ]lave it. The Unionists il
Ireland are net oise-sixth, but seinetlin g like a third, of tise entire, popula
tien, and as they liave aniong thein tlie ver>' llower of the whole, theîî
opinion about tlie interests of the country is net te be set at naugît. Bu,
does Mr. Hierbert Gladstone think that every discontented province oî
district bas a riglit te set up fer itself ? Tlhe United States did net act or
tliat principle, in tlîe case of Southcrn Secession), nor did Switzeriand in th(
case of tlie Sonderbunsd, noer Canada in the case of the Metis. Wli
securit>' could tliare lie on thjis hvpetiîesis fer an>' nation Of compositE
structure, or oe ils wliicl tîere werc an>' dividing linos of religion or race

Is it reasonable Chat the fate of tlîe Union, and aIl that depends on it,
should be settled by',tlîe resuit cf a sitigl Irishî election, whien that election
was net free, but coerced b>' a terrorist erganizatioci ils th, hands of Par-
neli, 'with the aid of nione>' supplied b>' the foreigrt enceinics of tlîe realin
and whefi most of tlie people were isot reall>' voting on the political ques-
tien at ail, but in faveur of urîrestricted liberty' te strip tIe landowners of
the rensainder of the rentî Befere the irrevocable step is taken tlie coun-
try ma>' surel>' be allowed tinse for deliberation, and for a more satisfactery
testing of Irish as well as of British opinion. But Mr. Gladstone is
sevOIity-seve5.

The concession of legislative separatien wouild of course be guarded b>'
conditions and restrictions penned 1>' Mr. Gladstone's ingenieus liand, and
whicli would net le wortli the paper on which the>' were written. Before
the ink was dry the agitation for their abolition would commence. Mr.
Gladstone lias te deal net with reforîners seeking redress of grievances, but
with deadl>' enemies of Great Britain seeking tlie destruction of the realin.
Parnellilhas neyer brouglit forward a grievance of an>' kind, er sougît an>'
reforin at tlie liands of Parliament. His polie>' frein the outset lias been
that of moral rebeilion, and his aitîn tbrcugliout lias been disruption.

To talk ef IlGrattan's Parliainlent " is absurd. ,et wa-s kept in practical
subordination te the Parliament and Governînent of Great Britain b>' a
systemn of the grossest corruption, and its career soon ended in a inurderous
civil war, resulting in an anarch>' whicls left ne alternative but Union.
Grattan himself sat in the Parliainent of the United Kingdomn for the
Englisli borough of Malton. S

The alleged parallel of Hungary' and Austria is cqually leside tlie
purpose. Hungary' was always a nation iii the fullest sense of the termi,
with a Crown, a Diet, laws, and a language of its own. ,Wlien it tried te
go eut of the Empire, the Empire coerced it with the sword. Besides, tlie
.&ustrian systera is as yet far frein being an assured success.

Supposing Mr. Gladstonîe sliould really meditate crowning his pile of

calamities by a surrender of the national unit>', wi]l lie succced in carrying
out his design ? Hie can reckon of course on tise Parniellitcs, 'h ilsp
port lim with a cliuck]e and a sneer. 11e can reckon probab>' on the
Radicals, who are inflamed to frenzy by tlie-recent faction fight, and seens
to outnumber the Liberals. But the Unionist Liberals are stili strong,
and will no doubt support the Governinent if the Governinent is true to
its trust. Unhappil>', the Governinent in the Ilouse of Comuiions is prac-
ticaîlly represented by Lord Randolpb Churchill, and.the Dutch auctien of
infani>' is likel>' to recommence. 1bid Lord Salisbury kept the road of
honour hm miglît now be standing forth iii opposition to Mr. Gladstone as
the savieur of the nation froin dismienibeirment.

Thc lieuse of Lords is too wcak to interpose its-veto even if it cared
mucli for anything but landiords' iîterests, while the Throne, round which
the nation muight raIl>' in defcîîce of its unity, being occupied by a lady,
is politically vacant.

The Ulster Oraîîgemeîs apparcut>' will fight, and, amidst general weak-
ness and cowardice, a sinaîl body of meni wlio will fighit îsay do great
things.

England lias no doulit survivcd mnany a perilous leur. Tlîat.docs net
prove that the presont heour is neot pdrilous, or tChat thîe languago of patriotic
anxiety is a proper subject for derision : tt least, if it iii, the ridicule
must extend te sorte of the foremeost of British statesinen. But the fail-
uire of public spirit, we inia> reaboniably liojie, is coiifiiîed te thse peliticians
and tiseir vile and selfisli factions. The British sellier or sailor is what le lias
always been, and se is the Englislîniai cri tlie ceinien patli whether of dut>'
or of enterprise. With Lawrerice or CJordon in place of Salisbury or Glad-
stoîse, the nation would ho in ne danger cf cowardly capitulation or of dis-
niembermnrent. Nor iîeed tise disaster, if it cines, be finai. W1 hocn the
consequences of Clio surreiîder of niatiornl welfare and leoneur aire feit,
patrietisin ina>' ho reawakenied and a strong band nia>' recover wiîat weak-
ness and treason have lest. GOLDWIN S'UITII.

L YTTON'S " GLENXA VER L"

1,; is a little unfortuniate for Lord Lytton that tha rnasure, and at turnes
the înethod, of bis new pocîn inevitaly rocaîl Il Doii J uali" The detiant
jauntiness of Byrons deces ilet otlcîsd, eveis wlien it appears înost iîîcoîs.
grueus witlî its inatter, because it lias always a inieatiiiîîg-is always rapre-
sentativa eitiier of a meod or of ail atteinpt te disguise a îssood. But tho
lika attitude iii Lytten strikes enie as aî pose. Byron's jauttness was an
idiosyîîcrasy, whiclî Lytten, for c[l'ect, bias bcrrowcd of his. Passages in
IlGlenaveril," wvlich te eue ignorant cf Doen J uans would seein îac>' aîîd
taking, lose îîîest of their relishi wlîeîs the flaveur is perceived te be net fresî.
A dimoinislied Byronic note is plaiîîiy detccted in

T1yranny'm inotto (learri it. young aspirant
Ta freedom !) is iiculo. i eatlî's a tyraît;

and iii the clever saying thtat Mnisntia' rte
As wcmnan weînan's sister: hier vocationî
Begins whera ends his aid, with consolation.

It is Di. Holland, 1 think, who lias said "Fish is goed, but fishby is
always lad." Semetmmies, again, tîsis Byronie off-liandedniess loses ahI
trace of its enigin, and degenerates iiîte a spasmedie atteinpt uit the colle.
quial and faîciliar. Lord Lytton can draniatically proserit the tliought
and speech of lis own class, but in speaking for the lower classes lie is at
lis worst:

'Tien, dear Miss-
Mülîler, Sir, Martha Muller, as you sec,

Hearty and hale; aiud, Gcd be thanked for this,
A spinater, (huundbc8ilzerin, thank Heaven!
Residence, Sttuttgard, -age, Sir, forty-seven.'

In the six books of IlGlenaveril " the passages te which the above
censures will appl>' are net few; it msust le said, lowever, that the>' grosv
more infrequent as the tale progresses, and the peet becomes more faith.
fuli>' limself as thc interest cf Isis stor>' deepens upon lin. Nevertieless,
lie lias net leen able te refrain frein introducing a shipwreck midway thé
narrative, and thus again suggesti ng fatal comparisons. This shipwrec'k is
a spirited piece of work, miore tlînn overreaching a fine liciglit, botli in

* "Glenaveril, or The Metamcorphoses": by the EArl of Iqtten, "Owais ?4erodith."
New York ' D. Appleton and Comnpany,


