
A DOUBLE PLOT.

the contents of his letter secret from
the others so that the three attacks
onl the post mnaster wvill be independent
in a measure."

" Very good," replied Nevers, " but
the subjeets of the correspondence had
better be settled so that each may
take a different one. Let each of us
Write about something the most
inhprobabl- that can be imagined.'
l'Il open a correspondence wîth iny
friend Porteous in New York in
regard to a lot of imaginary opera-
tions in Wall street."

"And 1," said Dr. Whitney, " 'viii
buy on paper an orange grove in
Florida from old Sands of Baltimore."

" But what had 1 better write
about ?" asked Jack.

1" Take something ndibody wouid
suspect you of being engagcd in ; a
series of love letters would be best,"
replied Nevers. 'l lend you a
complete letter writer' so that you
will be able ta wvrite the most thrili-
ing episties, but vou must have sorne
smart fellow that cati write like -a
woz-nan for a confedlerate."

"Only fancy' me Nvriting love lettcî s,'
uplied jack, ''but lIl (do it if 1 on]v

can get hold( ocf 1 suitale correoiCS><
dent to do the otiier par t of the
buisines.s."

ihis w'eigbty plot against the
peace and comfort of Silvanus
Plummner being flîus icîîanged the
friends separated.

CHAPTER II.

ýýJ, 1ck Flalsey feit in ver-y good
~orWith> himself and \vitb the

xvorld in general, and he walked
home after this meeting. To a third
party his littie plot for the discom-
fiture of the post-master inay have
seemed crude and-even absurd, biit
Jack himnself thought it mighty clever.
No small part of his satisfaction over
his imaginary corresporidence arose
froni the fact, tbat his rrothet would
be certain te hear the reports about
lus fictitious courtship, and would be
as niuchi deceived as any one else.
"The dear old lady," said Jack to
himself, " wiIl think ber plans for
mar ryi ng me off have come to soine-
thing, but won't she be disgusted
wvhen she finds eut the real truth."

To estimate the fuill weight of this
Iast remark, the reader should under-.
stand that Mrs. Halsey had, by no
means confined ber efforts to change
Jack's condition ta admonition and
advice. For ten years or more, slie
had seldom failed to have a young
feniale companien in the bouse, for
company for bcerself, as she affirme(],
but as Jack fully believed, for tie
purpose cf eiltrapp111Ii bIn into inatri -
mony*, As soon as one intercstingl
young lad(ly had takcn bier departure
froin the bouLse M\rs Ilalsey Nwould
iînimediatelv deciare tbat thc place
w as duer tban a jail, and miake(
arrangements to rep)lace bier by a nexv
importation. As she lîad plenty cf
relati ves, down to the most remnote de-
grees cf cousinsbilp, and an abundance
cf acquaintances, and at ber bouse
was a particularly pleasant one to
stay at, tbere m-er,ý always agreeable
young ladies ready and eveni anxious
to visit ber.

It was a wonderful proof of the
tenacity with. which Jack's mô-ther
clung to an idea that after more tban
ten years of this inetbod cf precedure


