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that the chief things of the soul have been overlooked,
and that the virtues they have done are far less than those
th ey have left undone ; and the plausible outaide only
makes more intolerable the real emptiness within.

There is another way in which. conscience delivers its
pointed testimony in this matter ; it causes a man to be
mgre and more sensitive to this guilt in proportilon as he
advances in Christian attainment. As lie rises higher in
holiuess, his notions of what holiness is enlarge and ex-
pand, and he becomnes more and more scrtiptlous. Fail-
ings and neglects to which lie might- have once been
blind are now visible blots on his white robes, and he can-
not endure them. Opportunities of usefu]ness, which it
once would not have occurred to him. to improve, are now
seen by him as imperative in their call upon his fidelity ;
and a failure, that once would have been iorgotten ini au
hour, now haunts hin with an abiding anguish. A small
omission burdens him like a crime.,

I suippose, however, that feýw can honestly inspect them-

selves without fiuding this to be one of their easily beset-
ting sins. Through sloth,, or ind.olence, or procrastination,
- because one loves his ease too well to move at ail, or

would rather move by and by, or does not think. about it
in auy way, - lie omits again and.'again. what he ouglit
to do. And what follows 1 Consequences that often

shame himself,, and greatly injure, others; and beyor.d
these, conseque'nces which lie cannot reckon,, and woui.d
not dare to guess, and which eternîty alone will disclose
to him. The thought sh.oul startie him. Let it mix it-
self wità the retrospections and reslutions of du.s solemn
hour, and give vigor to the new purposes of the new year.
It is flot impossible that he may find some aid, inu gi'vin.g
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