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copies through the London agent alone. No diffi-
culties soum to have been expeiiâced in ixnjucing
Messrs. Chapman & Hall tu undertake, the 4goncy
for casts and examples in London ; and we see no
reason why respectable pul>lishing or bookselliug
£rms in provincial towns should not be appointed
-as local agents. Wbether appointed by the De-
partaient-. or by Messrs. Chapman & Hall, is a
matter of'no momtent; for in either, case the in-

,ecrensed faciilitie8 of obtainin g the examples would
qRmaterially extend th e demtand for thbem. This is a
point we earnestly recommend to the serious ait-
tention of thé Department's officers, and feel as-
lsured it will repay any amount of trouble taken
in bringing ibe suggestion into operation.

The completion of our rcview, and touching one
,or two points in the management with whieh .ve
ma 1y .be less contented, must forai anothor article.
'-.Tlec71anics' .2iagazine.

PROQRESS 0F THE INTERNATIONAL EXFIIBI-
TION.

Notwitbstanding the namber of days in the last
week on wlich no work %vas done, partly on account
of the national mourning, and partly in conse-

qunc of the Christmas holidays, the progrs
m ?' s very apparent, and may be pronounced to

be highly satisfactory. So far bas the building
now advanced, that iit is beginning bo assume an air
of completeness, wlîich promises well for the easy
fulfilment of the contract within the appointed tinte.

The eastern dome is no longer a cause of anxiety;-
ail the ribs are in their places ; tbreo of tbeni are
entirely finished, and the others only want the top
jointings; in a short period it may bceoxpected to
be rektdy for the glazierË. AIl the wood-work of
the lotvor portion is fixed, and only wraits to bo
boarded to be protecced front the weather. The
brickwork of the greatt arch over the entrance,
which has a span of about 80 feet. is completed.

It may bc seon that the domo scaffold at the
western end of the nave has a somiewbat different
appeatrance to its fellov before the raising-.of' the
ribs. This is owing to the arrangements which
have been made be fx the ribs, wbich are différent
front those on the opposite seaffold, and promise an
casier and more speedy accomplisbiment of that oh-
.îect. The brick arch over the western end *is also
finished, and the arrangements for fixing the ribs
being .completed& the task itef will -soon com-
mience.

The flooring bas been carried over the whole of
the south-eastern and 9outh centratl courts; this
portion of the work proceeds witb a rapidity wbich
is trnly marvellous. Visitors caniaow walk on dry
planik flooringover the whole of the southeru courts,
as well as the* long corridors underneatb the picture
galleries. The offices nnderneath the 8maller or
water-colour galleries aire also fast approaching
,completion, so that the sitaff of lier Majesty's Com-
mniesionerq will soon bo enabled be transact business
in the building itself when it may bo determined
te be more conv'enient to do so.

The brickworktof the refreshiment courts bas been
executed in conment, and will not be affected by the
frost. It is nerly finisbed. The 'joinors and car-
penters works are also in a forward state, and there
seems no reason why the structural portions should

not be completed with the re8t of the building,
altlioughl suecb a condition does not form part of tc1o
contract of *Messrs. KeIl and Lucas. The plastering
ftnd decorations will take soute longer time. -À
suggestion. bas been 'made that Messrs. Minton
should floor the part ivhich forms' the entrance to
the borticultural gardons with tules, for the makincg
of wbicb tbey bave obtained so deservedly bigh and
ide-spread a reputation.*

Some experimente have been comxnenced in the
nave for colouring the interior, and are stili in
progress. They are under the direction of Mr.
Octavias Hudson, wbo bas obtained so nmach crédit
for bis wvorks in Salisbury, Ely and Chester Cathe-
dralis, and who is known for bis great learning on
coloured décoration. It is obylus that ns there
arc large surfaces in the present building wbich.
did not exist in thebuilding of1851, a very different
systemt of colouring will be required. nts groat quan-
tities of the primitve colours, suitable enough for
tbin lines, would be inappropriate bore.

Tite acceptancos of space are being t'est returned
front British exhibitors; no less than 2,500 bave
been received since Saturclay ]ast. It is expected
tbat the total number will reacb 8,000.

The metbod mdopted for the production of the
Illustrated. Catalogue appears to be received with
favour; many pages have already been takon hy
exhibitors for the more detailed descriptions and
illustrations of their goods.

The Imperial Commission at Paris bas issued its
24th bulletin by which. it appoars that the detailed
plans for the arrangement of space are completed.
E xhibitors are requosted to act, ns fr as possible,
in concert, in order to render the ivho]e exhibition
,as harmonious and effective as possible. Many of'
the French ex i bi tors,,after complaining of the
smalluess of the space allotted to them, and after
obtaining twice tint allotment, now state tbat tbey
ivill bo unable to fill even tho space origiinalIy
placed at their disposai. Suc a couirse of conduet
tbreatens to disa!rrange entirely the plans of the
Impérial Commission, 'sho m9y ho put bo great
inconvenience to induce fresh exhibitors to come
forward and fil the vapant spaces. Frencb goiods
are tu be delivered at the railwvay stations by the
lOthi of March under the penalty of baving the
s p ac destinod for> them traasfcrred to others.-
journaliof the Society of Arts.

TEIE LIME LIGHT AT TU{E SOUTHI FORELAND.
Five-and-thirty years ago Lieutenant Drumniond

brougb to notice the oxyhydrogen liglit; and
applied it to a ýpractical purpose. 1laving been
appointed to conduet tbe Ordnance survey in
Scotland and Ireland, he used this ligbt in focus
of'il paraholic reflector on lofty *eminences, wherc
the*stations were ùsually placed, as it was of the
greatest importance in, those opérations to have
certain and determinate signals, which could be
scen, under any circumistances as to wentber, at
great distances. Tbus lie sacceeded in connect-
ing the shores in EnSland and Ireland, near Hol0y-
bead, a distance of 65 miles,' and afterwards, in
Seotland, the summit of. Bon Lomond with that
of Knock Layd, no less .than 95 miles apart. It
did not escape tbe comprehensive mind of Drum-
mond to perceive that sucb a light, if capable of


