
STUDENTS' DEPARTMENT.

"CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND BUILDER" COMPE-
TITION FOR A CITY STORE FRONT.

THE conipetitions previously held
under the auspices of the CANADIAN
ARCHITECT AND BUILDER were
especially designed to test the stu-
dent's ability to properly design
and plan various kinds of build-
ings. The object of the present
competition is to test his knowledge
of construction. It is to be feared
that many students who have the
ability to make pleasing sketches
are less proficient as regards a
knowledge of the character of ma-
terials and the proper method of
employing then in building con-

ing is to have a frontage Of 35 feet, and to be 5
ight, with a retail store on ground loor, and a side
rding access to upper storeys, which are intended
r office purposes.
must be made with PEN and BLACK INK on WHITE
rawing paper and tracinr cloth. On one çhp- ;

THE ORIGIN OF FINGER PLATES.
A CURIOUS custom introduced by our forefathers is that of

finger plates for doors. It is a custom that is gradually disap-
pearing, but one that dies hard. I have seen (says Ashby
Sterry in the Graphic) superb old solid Spanish mahogany
doors disfigured by a modern garish finger plate. As far as my
experience goes, if one wishes to open or shut a door, one al-
ways takes hold of the handle. Probably everyone who hap-
pened to be sane or sober would take a similar course I have
been endeavoring for some time to trace the origin of the afore-
said finger plates, and have come to the conclusion that they
must have arisen from the intemperate habits of our ancestors.
Probably when they were so disguised in liquor that they were
unable to see the handle of a door, they usually laid hold of the
edge at any part where they could conveniently clutch it. In
that case the finger plate was doubtless of some service, and
those made of corrugated brass, and very popular in days gone
by, probably gave a very firm hold when people in general were
glad to find sonething to cling to. But in the present mild
days of lemon squash and sobriety, the finger plate is altogether
an absurdity, and the sooner it is disestablished the better.

ZIALS SEVERELY TESTED.
in the room of the Public Buildings

1l, Philadelphia, says the Philadelphia
mber of specimens of materials used
building which have been subjected
government machine at Watertown,
m those used in the construction of
ape, although compressed into pow-
>o pounds to the square inch. Its
d not succumb until 6oo,ooo pounds

marble which forms the imposing ex-
markable staying power. One cube

sure of Soo,ooo pounds, and a portion
ýserved which cracked only under the
er I,oooooo pounds. A report like a
ien it finally gave way, and the corn-
a block of marble near the founda-
crack, the report could be heard in

as the best way to finish ex-
coat of clear raw oil, with the
,tand several days to harden.
let dry, and then apply three
in oil on each coat, and you
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