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"WHAT IS TRI'TII ?"

A recent issue of a prominent triade journal devotes
two inches of it valuable space te the announcement
that from an .\merican pottery there are issuing
**twojditinct nouvetiein %teins. one representisa foot-
ball, and the other a bowling bail. They are splendid
,specimens of moteling. Their .sriking reremblance
te the real article is further inlensilied by thIe eahller-
lko cloring which clothe% Ithe warC. Not a dvtail is
lobt in the painting of thelse .ieins-the etam., tlruad,
and olther apparently subordinaate (caIurC bing brougt
out with astonishing naturalnes." This paragraph
would be .amusine if it were not su serious.

Certain thoughts are *uggested by the slatclmelt
made, and, Ihough if may seem like flogging a dead
horse, a conideration of the natter will, perhaps, be
pardoned bWcaue there are alwaya soume peuple w1ho
need to be reminded of obvious truths. 1t would ap-
pear, irai, that the potteries art employing modclera
who are not artists. This may seem a strong wtate-
muent but what artist, what person who had any 'ens*
of art wotuld content to put bis hand to such work ý
The second point ix ihat there is a terrible paucity of
idea' among manufacturera and their designers. 'l'he
revelai ion ihat those who are supposed tu pmoduce
beautitti thinags are driven to such expedienat ia per-
f-ctly startling. Thirdîv, it il plain thai behaind the
fact of production i% the question of demand. If
objects like the.e did not %ell they would not he made.

To make the isue plain it must be pointed out that
not oaly is it offensive to the prim.iples of construv-
tien to imit:te one material in another but i lis doubly
Na where a fit and proper materiat il; disguisedl by a
surface collored to represenut one which is unfti.

To illustrate. Suppose the porch of a .trge building
la supported by atone columna. My mime freak of

fancv the owner nsirur.tis hi$ aourkmen tu carre the
toine iuto an imitation of reeds and rushes and then,

ta heightcn the illusion, the growth .palinted in proper
uoalr% and "with astonishing naturalncs." It dota

not nea an educated cye to see the follv of, apparent-
ly, upholding a structure with a bunch of reeds. This
i; perhaps. an extreme instance but the principle is
exactly that invuhevd in Ilhe case under usion.

.\ Stein made of poltery i> a perfectly suirable and
appropriate object. Il ie irm to hold and to use, im-
pervious to liquid and vash eleaned It is truc ihat
at one time stehls or "black-jacks" were madle ni
leather, but ibat was when pottery as iow known did
iot lexist and as soon as the proper material w%,s. asail-

able, the improper dienppeared.
\ow the bon-a ivant a invited Io drink from a leatheru

vessel a aplenadiJ specimen tif rnodeloig" bt hawhich
pretends ta be. not a atein but a football <Ohr Iioustyl,
too, there must be .a handie tu ghus football or il could
not be usetd, and so, at ene and the sanme tme, a
material clean, fit and appropriatle is muasked under the
semblance of one whlch l, unclean, unsalnry and
offensive. and au excreacence foreign to the subject
mua perforce be added n ,rdcr to make al possible of
employment.

The bail'. os art î, truth .and il ia a %ad rily when
maunufacturers are driven lu Inwrl rh expediensra in
their search for noveltl.

The public must, after alil, hecharged wiuh a large
measture if the reaponsibility, for if the producer cau
say "it sels," the hast nord has been spoken. A glance
throuagh the storea where bric-a-brar iç sold only con-
firms this view. Il is lanentably true that articles
which are an imitation of some well-known object are
popular. The vase in the form of a hird's nest which,
as ainturally huait, is ulterly unti for holding Water;
the cream jug with a cat for a handle, or even con-
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