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THE SITUATION.

The second Royal Commission to enquire
into the alleged malfeasance of the Mercier
Government has been appointed. Judge
Mathieu, Mr. Donald MeMaster, Q.C., and
Mr. Damase Masson are the commissioners-
Judges are supposed to leave politics be-
hind them when they take a place on the
judgment seat. Judge Mathieu was, when
in politics, a Conservative, and the Mercier
partisans assume that he is so still. The
two other commissioners are of the same
political faith. l this respect, the com-
plexion of the second commission differs
from that of the first, Chief Justice Jette

having, when a politician, not been a Conser.

vative, in the strict sense of the word. It

is a pity that it is possible to say that the

new commission may, as a whole, be sus-

pected of party leanings, though Judge
Mathieu's independence there is no good

ground to suspect. How far is the use of
commissions against a government, actual
or defunct, to be carried ? If we go on at
this rate, we shall be in some danger of
arriving at " Government by commission
in reality. The alternative would be to

wait till a new House is elected and then

let it pass upon the alleged delinquencies o

the late Government: the election, in that
case, would take place in the absence o
some of the facts essential for the forma
tion of a correct judgment on the conduc
of politicians against whom grave charges
of corruption have been made, and some o
them proved. If objection to this second
commission can fairly be made, the alter
native would seem to be even worse. There
is in question more than political faulte
and there are transactions proved to have
taken place which no political vote coul
sanctify or excuse.

Ernest Pacaud will have to answer in a

civil suit, brought by the Attorney-Genera
of Quebece, for his receipt of the $100,00
which he received as a reward for the par

hg toolk in the Baie de Chaleurs conspiracy

Where political feeling runs high, it will be
difficult to get a verdict against a man who
was the purse-bearer of a political party in
Quebec. The jury will be very likely to
disagree, in which case Pacaud will retain
the plunder in triumph. The facts are
against him, the law may be against him,
but if party passion divide the jury, he will

be safe. Whatever may be the result, it is
proper that in so flagrant a case of corrup-
tion an attempt should be made to recover
the amount of which the provincial trea-

sury was robbed. It is a hopeful sign that,
in a similar case, Bronskill-late superin.
tendent of the Ottawa Government sta-
tionery department-should, when suit was
brought, settle the claim by the payment
of $280. But Bronskill could raise no po.

litical passion in his favor to sway a jury,

which, consequently, he was afraid to face.
He had not the same ground of reliance
that Pacaud can boast.

Count Tolstoi confirms the suspici-n we
expressed last week,'that there was great
exaggeration in the charges of foul play in
the distribution of the famine fund of Rus-
sia. At the same time, he admits that
there are well-to-do people who steal from
this fund. He states that local famines
occur every year. The count finds it neces-
sary to use ambiguous language when he
says that, in some districts which he
names, the failure of the crops is not the
cause of the famine, which bas extended to
from thirty to sixty per cent. of the popu-
lation. But where the farmers have had
no seed grain to sow, this remark will not
be true of next year. If failure of crops is
not responsible for the sufferings of the
year, and they are referable to the exac-
tions of a despotic government, things
must go from bad to worse till a change
of system comes. Even this famine is
an adversary of the official corruption
which eats the vitals of the Russian nation;
it has turned the attention of the Czar to
the necessity of a change for the better,
which he is apparently anxious to bring
about. The local authorities exaggerate
the suffering to wring larger bounty from
the Government, and the GoverLment mini-
mizes it, for motives of ite own. Amid all

f the suffering the vice et drunkenness, for
which Ruwsia je famed, flourishes. Russiaz
suffering dees net attract practical myma.
pathy trom abroad ; even the United

SStates House ef Representatives nefueed to
tpermit a national veesel te lie sent witl

If food for hungry Ruesians. The etrange
'. tbing about At is that the jealousy of the
tGovernment et the Czar would net permit

B voluntary organizatione even for the relief
If of mieery. The full effeot ef the Ruesiax
Sfamine on the grain markets of the world
*cannot yet lie forescen, because it is net

e known te what citent, if any, Russia 'will
lrequire te draw upon the harveets ef othe:

6 ceuntrie.
d

What have net inaptly been callcd the

two great epending departmcnte of the
a Governmcnt, Railways and Canals, and

d Public Works, have been fillcd, one by ai
10 Ontario member, Mn. Haggart, the other
tI by- a Q%-ubcrprena'e M. Ouimet

f~Qala . ale egtw~ i

loudly demanded, he is not and does not
pretend to be satisfied that his friend
M. Ouimet has got what he desired
for himself. On the whole, public
opinion pronounces that it is better
he did not get it. In refusing M. Chapleau's
open demand for the office, enforced with
considerable menace, the Premier has done
a bold thing and one'essential to the reten-
tion to his hold on public confidence. It
looks as if M. Chapleau would find some
means of taking his revenge. Mr. Haggart
will be called upon, once more, to explain
his connection with a certain railway con-
tract some years ago. The defence that
was partly rested on the ground that the
charge was so old that the statute of limita-
tions might be pleaded, was weak. But
there was a half promise that the charge
should be met on its merits, at a future
time. No doubt the Opposition will see to
it that the opportunity to do so is found. In
consequence of the doubt which may have
been created by this accusation, the ap-
pointment, at such a time as this, cannot be
regarded as a strong one. M. Ouimet stands
well in the public estimation. It will not
escape notice that these two depaitments
are given to the two great provinces; a
geographical distribution which, whatever
its vices, cannot in present state of the con-
federation be wholly avoided.

It begins to be tolerably plain that the
death of the late Khedive of Egypt will not
seriously affect the position of England in
that country. The quiet succession of his
son, Abbas Pasha, a young man nearing his
majority, has removed occasions of intrigue;
the Porte is not inclined to interfere, and
the Driebund is in favor of the English
occupation being continued. It has worked
miracles of financial, social and economie
reforms, but the work is not yet done.
France, almost alone, calls upon England
to depart from the land of the Pharaohs, but
Lord Salisbury turns a deaf ear, and even
Mr. Gladstone, having felt the public pulse
on the Egyptian question, does not clamor
for the close of occupation.

- A society bas been formed in Paris,
iFrance, te prevent compulsory labor on
*Sunday. M. Jules Simon, who je honorary
ipresident, laye down the platform of the
*seciety. "lWe do not wis, li,~ e eaid, Il te

d forbid people working on Suuidaye if they
ýowish to do so, but we aimi to prevent thcm
hforcing other people to work " This je quite

ýe in accordance with the viewe ef th-3 beet
[e French writers on natural law. They hold
it that a man has a right to work on Sunday
f if hie chooses, and that it would be an act of
n tyranny to deprive him of that niglit. Thie

d explaine the limitation of the Sauday ob-
)t servance proposed by the French move-
Il ment, a limitation which je not rccognized

3r in Great Britain, the United States or
Canada, The Frenchi movement deserves
to encceed.

l

Le

ke Col. Vincent continues to repeat tei En-
A glish audiences that Canada is in favor of
6n hie echeme of Fair Trade. There is ne
r evidence of the alleged fact which. Cana-

,-di&n ans aracepAt. The question hae net

o eengnrlydeued oreyt1O
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