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bone, or somne such easily wrouglit nmaterial, and during which but littie

knowleclge existed relL'.tive to the useful metals.
As the world progressed in knowledge and skill, the "lbronze tige"

succeeded; weapons and implements were made of copper or of bronze,
and niost of the articles that have been found appear to bave been cast,
and where the marks of a hammer are apparent it lias been surmised
that the forging must have heen done by a stone hamnier on a stone
anvil.

Bronze wvas displaced 'vith the advent of' iron, and it and itsgreat
product steel maintain the foremost rank to the exclusion, it may be
said, of every other mietal, for the proluction of engines of wvar.

vlie 6rst weapons used were the bow and arrow, the dart or lan,2e,
and the sling-all primitive enough. Tiiese wvere followed by the axe,
iace, sword, dagger, an1d scythe to bo attached to the axies of chariots;

and for arti]Iery there were the ballista, catapulta and battering ram.
After the introduction of gunpowder two classes of weapons came into
use ; first, those that cotild bc liîld ini the hand and fired ; and, second,
those that wvere heavy and hiad to be dischat'iged fromi a t'est.

As the o vîid îrogressed and peopleo muiltiplieci nation became
arrayed against nation, and war-thciî a rude service -becaine, as it
wcre, the pastimie ofI ingrs. XV ar-, Laid tlîat Scsoýtris, whio livcd 1,6300
years before tlue Christian era or nearly 3,500 yearsa ago, vhen lhe
becanie king of Egypt forrmed a sort of wilîtia, and to each soldier gave

a lpiece of landi on 'vhich to mnaintain himsclf and family. Moin the
iiliit ad been drilled into a state of efficiency Sesostris headed thent

as an arrny foir conquest in Asia.
During the great days of the Persiani empire the cavalry wils con-

sidered the flower of the army , and the foot sokiiers, who wvere the
greatest in point of nuinbers and fortied te balk of the arîny, were
aiiiie( wth pilzes, axes and niaces.

Tlhe Lacedenionians vcre clebrated for their "lphlaax " ini which the
soldiers stood eiglit clecp. The Athenian l)lanx w as rotduced to four
deep, and thc men werc armed %vitlî spears, corsiets and shields ; and iL
was covered by a species of light infttntry araied witlî javedins, wvho
acted as skirmishers ; besîdes which there ivas also a set of' irregular
infantry arnied wvth bows and arrows and slings. In the Mac.tedoniani
armiy the phialânx Wvas sixtçen deecp, and the men ivere arieti with
1 ikcs or spears 21t feet in. length, wvhich ivere hield so that a length of
18 feet projected ini front, andmi ac soldier with bis shield occupicd
3 feet the phialaux as it advaiiced had six tiers of spear points in
front, a Wall of steel no troops could withstand, especially as the spear-
nicu in front wero pressed forward by ten ranks in, their roar.

(l'o bc Confinueq'.)
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ANOTPIER LETTER FRO31 TIE 3MIDLAND BATTALION.

SWIFT CURRENT, Friday, 17th April, 1885.
To-d:îy opened raw and cold, with stifF northerly winals, compelling

ai auds to t.ake to titeir overcoats, ovtstdigwic alae
shivcring', no doubt, ciiiefly in conseqitence of our exposure on Lake
Su1perior,1 as alitiost evcry inau (rot a deep)-seatedl cold that wilI not leave
1dm- until fine wcat.bcr jets in. 0lI the mîatter of necw8saper reports, 1
hope) you tvIl not feel the least uneasilness about Our command, as I
caut assure you titat yon cati safely put a discouint of 95 per cent. on
ail yptu read. As an instance of titis they have aiready had our
liair iifted several imes, and aiso had our battalion maasacred
west of Brandon, wvhen the trsith is that we have uaL se t te face of a
dusky or a brecd since we left Qu'Appelle. Our duties in camtp to-day
'vere confined to light infantry, firing, and jitdging, distance drill, and
to-niglit our outlying pickets will crown the surrounding his about a
mile distant. The Quecn's Own are situate at a point 28 mtiles to the
north of us at te crossing of the bouthî Saskatchewvan, and as there is
oniy a very smali 500w ferry, the cable for %vIich reached theut but a
few days sinee, tùee hst of thent are oniy getting, across at titis date.
Should wve move northward towards Battieford our track will lcad for
some forty miles through a tlîickiy wooded country, rigit through the
middle of the reserve of Red Pheasatit, who, if you remeunher, is one of
te restless and untrustwortiiy chiefs. However 1l do not feel uneasy,

as the number of miiitary now out here, although scattered, ought to be
suficlent to "lsmash " any of the eneiny who may give trouble.

SWIFT Or URRENT, 27£h April.
Two companies of ours, IlG " an1l "H," are stili held at this

station loacing, and unloading supplies and aïsisting in their transport
to the South Saskatchewan by teams. We are also doing guard duty over
the amnîunition, a very largo qnantity being liore awaiting transport to
the front. "lE " and "lF" Cos. went forward some days ago, followed
by "iA," "4B," "O 0" and D " Cos. on Tuesday last, together with the
0. 0. and regimental staff. U-nder the circuimstances our detacliment (99)
M'as light until the arrivai of the 7th Fusiliers and 9th (Quebee) on
Fridfty, whiclî battations are now lying alongside of us. Tie former
corps is in first-îate* shape and the latter very passable, though both
battalions are mucli under our strength. Through being second senior
to Lt.-Col. Deacon I had ataste of staff duty on Thu rsday last. At about
8 a.mi. 1 had a note fro i te staff adjutant ta report to General Laurie
at once. I imiiîediately went over to staff he.tdqitarte;ra and found the
general writing a despateit to a captain of scouts fiteen utiles up the
river, which lie îvislîed me to bear to its destitnation at once. H1e told
me titat I slîôuld requii'e to go Wveil arnied, and asked nie howv long it
would take me to geL ready. 1 replied titat I1'vas ready theti, antd
showed biul îny Ilbulldog " fromn under my cloak. 1 left here at a
littie after 8 o'clock, and got toite scouts' camp, baited miy pony,
re1)aired. my buckboard, liad dinner, and got back, to te Genieral's
astonishinient, while ttce vas eating bhis dinner, wlîich elict.ed a compliment
for my celerity. Aniongst the scouts that I went out to spe were
Jack and Harry Dennis, of Ottawa. Speakcing of scouts, there are
enough i theni lhere ta serve an ariny tLb îee imes the size of our forces.
Tliey are all wcII nîotuntedl upan Indian ponies andi most Lhoroughly
equipped wi tli Winchiesters atnd revolvers.

\Ve did not like the idea at ail of being, left at this
p)ointt as a î'ear guard to aur battalion. Ilowcver we wei'e
not longierin fading ont that 'vo were the best off, as thoso who
have preceedeil us" are now at the ferry doing, fatigue, sticli asl
cutting îvood for te Norilcote, our -t*ransqport steamer, anti building a
Mu(i fort tîtat lias been laid ont by te engincers for te defence of the
stores at that point. Titeir Il chutck " comprises ltarl1-tacic and canned
beef, the latter of wvhicii the meni have ired of long sînce, wvlile we can
vary our grub by purahas'uig at the stores hiere. Bliss canic downi tha
lines ycstcî'day ta get, as lie said, a square nieal, ai ta Iay in a stock
of' eatables ini order ta make lufe bearable.

Col. Wiiiianis il not aliow ]lis comrmandl ta be disconnted
ia point of nîarchingy, and te long tramps wve liad on L'tke
Superior do nt cn toavesatisaielIitfor wvhen leavino,
hiere with te tight lialf-battalion the aLlier day lie nmade a speech in
îvhicli lie stated 0thiat tliidty-t'vo muiles lay betwvecn theni and their
liaiting-place for the niglit, but froun the past exploits of te battalion
lie cantidentty expected litat uotaL anati Êtul'ut ono the inarch.
HIe was as good as Ilis 'yard, for lie pushiedti iein titrougittthe entire
journey, reaciitgflite ferry at 8 pi.n. withi soute of te fetlows pretty
Lhoroughily cxha-,usted. Tlis iarch was, lîowever, admitted La liav3
bceu far ioss severe thar. sanie of te previaus trampt~s, as iL 'vas on land
instead of ice, whtilo thie nen werc îvit1iont thieir overconts anti unbut-
toncd thieir tunies wvhen very warttt, &c~. Fancv anc at borne
tliniking aif marching 35 or 40 nmiles a tlay. Buit that itl has bea.n datte
by te Midiand battalioti is prctty vividly realbzd by ail rd.nks, and
tltink it is largely ociv it thit rapidity wvtit wlticli the mni, throughi
strong, food anti continued exposure, hardcned np)ta their work, a3 vel
as tlitir admirable desire ta d(t)aad face anythiiig. I sc tat the
Tranto, papers arc stili Iioîling over te terrible sufferiitgs of the
Qaenl's 0 wtt, just as if tliere werc naote others wlio got iL as %veii as
they. I amn froc ta admit that te weatt.hier and exposuire 'vere
extreîîucly severe, tisa titat the marches were terribly long and ti'yinug,
but 1 feel ami knowv that frointhLie admirable spirit pcrvading, the
force (or at least titis portion of iL) tiîey would be wiliiug ta go
througit iL ail again were it nocessary, anud oven titough it 'vete
doubly as severe. Col. Deacon and Barncy Ilodgins (bot of %vhiom
ivere Lbrouglt the Crimean campaign froin first to last) say titat tliey
saw notlîing titere mare trying thanl one miardli of ours of 27 mtiles in
which ire tîamiped ail nighit long. 1 uni in liopes that before this
reachos you ww lihave toit thii point for the fertry ani wili be mov-
ing narthiîwrd by stean-tor on te Saskatchewan. Tliere are sai 1 ta
be bluiffs for severat hutndt-ed miles on cititer side of the r'iver, very
favorable La tthe eneniy, and fî'om whielt titey can liarru.s a boat; liow-
ever, as part. of our supplies consists of itay in baies Lhe steamer can be
mado pretty weii bali-proof. You ivili of coursu bave iteard some
days ago of the skirmislt between General Middleton's colnmand and

ite rebels, in which te general liad 'ater a close cati. Thelitaif-
breeds and [ndians liad entrenclîcd tbernselves in a r'avine, ite par-
ticular nature of whicli only thios-o wlto have beon one, a intis country
can understand. Wtîen thus under caver one maun is about as good as
si in point of destructive powers, as lie fires quite under caver, unseen
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