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leaf over (Juick-linie in practîce. If suli-drying 15 to lie a(lvised,
we imust reinar tliat the leaves slild not be alloxved to beconme
overheated. It is not a good plan to let the leaves dry up
natnirally in the shade bunt they should be dried as quîckly as

possible. By the use of hot wxater Nve dissolve out sonie of the
alkaloid. The best yield of cocaine is afforded from the fresh
leaf.-Scienitilic Anerican.

A~n important scheine lias been decided uipon for the studv
of trop)ical diseases, by the Indian Governmnent. At flie l)eselit

tinie tiiere are scattered over varions parts of the country five
centres, where the process of researcli is carried ont upon a srnall

scale. These institutioins are the onteomie of private enterl)rise,
and work independently. Oxvîng to their Iiniitcd resonrces, the

Nvork they acconiplishi, Mille traluable, is uecessarily somiewlat
sm-all in scope. 'l'lie Indian Governnment lias noxv arrauged t<)
consolidate tliese various institutions, to enlarge their field of
operatiolis, to found additional laboratories iii other parts of the
couintry whiere investigation on the spot is nirgently required,
an(l to control their operatiolis fromi one central institution.
The latter is to l)e located at Kasatili, a sniall hill station mu close

lîroximiity to Sirnila, fromi which point it can he easily reachied
and( the institilte snpervised by the central nie<lical and sanitary
atithorities of the Indian Governient. The situation is well
a(lalted for the xvork. tlie teniperatuire l)eilg ioclerate, while

scattere(l amnong the surroinings his are nnmerons sanatoria.'
each of whicli possesses a large hospital. 'ihere is a Pasteur
instituite already in operatioli, but thîs xviii be merged with the

new buildling, an(l the present a(liiiiiiistrat(ir of tlîe Pasteur

inistîtuite, Nvho lias carried ouit ncli imp)ortanlt and valtiai)le

xvork. will l)e the first (lirector. The niew laboratory Nvill carry

ont original researches, andI prepare and inivestigate curative

sera for tropical diseases iii(igeIioIs to this conintry and otlher

siniilar clinies, an(l the traininig of scientific workers. The

existing scattere(l institutes xvill continue their preseiit opera-

tions, original researchi iii particullar being stinitilated. Thiis

new arrangement xviii prove of great valuie for aIl investigators

of (lifferent cotuntries of tropical diseases. since they will be

eîicouraged to avail tlîenselves of the institutions in Inidia for

carrying ont on-the-spot investigatiolis.-Scicntiflc A mnrican.


