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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Puirorocisr.—No. There is no reason to believe that marriage
writes were so termed becanse the bride nsually signed her name
after the ecremony.

Evervysopy.—You want to know why Grir pictures Jony Buyny, with
glasses on.  {nir replies that the dear old gentleman bas been
of late years so near-sighted as regards Canada, that he thought
he could not do Letter than present him with a pair of spectacles.

THE NEW DETARTURE.

Ir grieves ng to"obscrve the cvident pain into which Mr. Braxr’s
retirement from the Cabinet has thrown all the yolitical gossips in
the country--Liberal and Conservative alike; and as it seems neither
just nor merciful to these poor ereatures to withhold the truth at
whick they are so frantically guessing, Grir deigns to state the Real
Canses of the new departure :

(L) Mr. Braxs Ielt that he was linble to be ill at any time, and
that daily he was growing older—as his more intimate friends have
not failed to observe—therefore he thought retirement advisable.

(2.) Mr, Braxr conld not and would not snbmit to the arrogant
dictatorship of Mr. Ross, ALY, for Durham ; nor could he endure the
continnous punning of AMr. Jor Rywar, therefore he thought retive.
ment desirable.

(8.) Mr. Brakz is a man of proud spirit, and pines for ‘foemen
worthy of his stecl ;" therefore, when he came at length to realize
the absence of the veteran East Toronto gladiator, he thought re-
tirement desirable.

(4.) My, BLAKE succumbed to the overwhelning cvidence of his
ineonsistency in the matter of * No Portiolio,” produced by the Meil,
and printed day after day in Roman eapitals at the head of the
editorial columns.

(5.) Mr. Braxe vetired at the instance of Hon. Geo. Browx, who
has some spring work to be done at once on his Bow Park esiate.

(6.) Mr, Brake had a quarrel with the Globe and the Premier on
the subject of appointing Mr. Louis RieL to a seat in the Cabinet.

(7.) Mr. BLaxe retires from publie life to aceept a position us eity
reporter on the Sun. He has accepted a salary, but this is said to be,
asusual, merely nominal,

NONPLUSSED.

‘TaE Chieago correspondent of I'he Globe, in alengthy sketch of the
rise and progress of that smart city, says :

' On the 9th of April, 1639, was issucd the first dgily paper, known as the

American; und shortly afterwards, in an 0ld log saloon on Dearborn Street,
kept by IRE Cooxk, was given the first theatrieal pexformance in the West.
The futhor of the celebrated JosrErH JEFFERSON acted us lessee, and one
ALEXANDER MACKENZIE played the *leading heavy.'”
We hastei} to forestall an inevitable ontflow of humour from certain
Conservalive newspapers, by explaining (1) that the ALEXANDER
Macrenzie above referred to did aot rise to the Premiership of
Conade, and (2) that no Dominion Minister of that namo plays the
role of ** lending henvy,” either politically or at parlowr theatricals.

PENITENCE.

The potent, grave, and reverend diseiple of McApax, who publishes
the Leader, dons scvere sackdloth, sprinkles York Road dust and un-
limited ashes on his head, and thus confesses himself before [a few]
men :

“ Tt i better to suffer ndversity, for adversity shurpens the appetite, and
obliges men to considor thei» ways. ‘I have seen the wicked in great

ower, and spreuding himself like o green bay tree, yet ho passed awa;
gnd 161 hig was not, for he could not be Jornd.s > ¥ pes T

There is now N0 use in Jades in his adversity going to whet his ap-
petite ; for he can never again consider his [high) ways in the light
of oxchequered replenishers,

COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENOE.

RETIREMENT FrOM BUsiNEss.—Messrs. E. Ryerson, HopeiN & Co’s
old established Book-store is, we hear, about to be disposed of at a
* tremendous sacrifice,” owing to the generous determination on the
part of the firm to relinquish that Iuerative business in favour of the
legitimate trader.

Messrs. R. H. & Co’s. long familiarity with commercial pursuits
will, however, ecminently qualify them for the new braneh of business
in which they purpose embarking. The premises al present occupied
by ¢ The Depository ** are well calculated for the display of the class
of goods in which the distinguished firm intends investing its eapital.
Peg-tops, hoops, Jews™-harps, battle-dores, all of the best quality, and
of startling cheapness, will be found at The New Store. A candy
department of unprecedented magnitude will be conducted under the
same management, and as the firm possesses the unique advantage of
drawing at pleasnre on the publie exchequer, they naturslly defy
competition.

We thercfore recommond the inx-paying heads of other toy and
candy stores meekly to aspire to the distinetion of hecoming pupils in
this normal establishment.

Tne ArricaN TEa TrapE.—DMcssrs. (iarnet Woolslay & Co., who
have, it is rumoured, been Intely largely nnd profitably engaged in
this trade, report as follows :

* Black Ashan Teas, which not long since began to rise and ad-
vanced considerably, have more recently commenced to decline, even
before the demand had fallen off, influenced by unfavorable reports
from coastwise, and they have now permanently receded to a point
where business can be profitably carried on.

“Financially, matters are also more settled, the late run om the
Banks of the Prah having stopped without causing much uneasiness
to the mercantile community.”

In the Toronto market, we nnderstand, there nre no Ashan Teas at
present in stock, but Assam Tens are held in small quantity, we be-
lieve, and are preferred for domestic purposes.

WANTED—WONEN CRUSADERS!

SoME visionary person has been suggesting that the women of
Toronto should unite in & crusade against the saloons of their city, in
emulation of the brave female yeformers of Ohio. Landlords high
and low, it is said, have been brought to their knees in that confiict,
and the streets of many towns have run down with whiskey and wine.
It is claimed that this city is ripe for a similar experienece, and a
number of reasonable arguments are adduced in support of that view.
But let any one seriously consider the projeet, and he will ask with
Gup, cui bono? We have amongst us not moxe than five hundred
saloons, all of which have been regularly and Qeliberately licensed by
the Police Commissioners. The Police Commissioners are all tem-
perate men, if not teetotalers, and therc is no doubt they wero sober
when making these grants. Moreover, all our present saloons—and
many more to come—are cstublished purely for the benefit of the
community, and the havoc which saloon-keepers moke with the
morals of the citizens, and the curses that exhaleé from their bar-
rooms, arc only incidental defects in what is well-incant and other-
wise satisfactory legislation. Tlen why attempt, in such an extraordi-
nary.nununer, to overturn onc of the benign arrangements of our
matchless municipal system ? Are mot liquor-sellers, as a olass,
most respectable and inoffensive people, and have they not a perfect
right to twrn an honest penny by their colling ? And is there any-
thing essentially inimical to the interests of society in the trafiic they
conduet? Snrely not. That notion, like many other lamentable
fallacics of the dark ages, has exploded. Whiskey and Water, like
Mercy and Peace, have at last kissed each other, The reconciliation
was wrought at the Mayor's Banquet on Tuesday evening, when, in
the words of the Globe :

“Tho VIoL-CHAIRMAN. in felicitous terms, proposed tho toast of “ Tho
Bceneh and the Bar,” coupling with it “ The Cause of Temperance,”

And no less & person than Police Magistrate MacNABD rose in the
midst of the wine-bibbers, and, with his cap of cold water sparkling
aloft, responded in fitting terms. Amongst other things, he said *
the temperance question was ‘“now a most imgortant one, but one
¢ which a few years ago would not have gained o hearing.,” Now
look at the contrast—it gets an honored place in the approved pro-
gramme of official champagno suppers! After this splash of * nature’s
only beverage,” we learn that

“Mr. Vance also responded to the toast on behalf of the Bar.”

Thus youn observe the union is perfeet, and everything is lovely.

‘Wherefore we again ask those who are entertaining the ides of a
crusade against drunkenncss to reconsider the mptter. Perhaps the
best thing they can do in the meantime is to call and interview the
Police Magistraie. ‘




