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THE PEARL: DEVOTED TO POLITE LITZRATURE, SCIENCE, AND RELIGION.
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PRIZE ESSAY ON ARDENT SPIRITS.

A Preniivin of Three Hundred Iollars was awarded to Pro-
fessor Mussey, for this Essay, by the lollowing Board of Adjudi-

lonly inventor or nol. A knowiedge of chenistry came with th

calors -

John C. Warren, M. I3. Prolessor
Iarvard University, Boston.

Thomas Sewall, M. 1), Professer of Anatomy and Physiolog
Columbian College, Washington, D. C.

Roberts Vaux, Esq. Presideat of the Pennsylvania State Tem-
perance Societv, Philadelphia.
Parker Cleverland, n.
Medica, Bowdoin College,

Vanbraugh Livingston, Westeherter county, N. Y,
Benjamin Sithman, 3. D, Professer of Chemistry, Yale Col-
lege, New Haven, Conn,

N !
of Anatomyand Surgery,

raleoho!, uleali, &e.

Geber, whose period and country are questionable,

s

H

so particular in his descriptions s to show, that in

h
I8

Professor of Chemistry and Materia

Maine pharmacectical pracesses were we!l undrstood,

is u high degree of probubiiity that, along with viber mechanicn

! i ; - . veielinly century,
Francis Wayland, D. D. President of Brown Uuiversity, I'ro-|: ighth century

vidence, Rhode Island.

William  Gouvdell,
New York City,

Rev. R. W. Niles, Sceretary of the Boaid.

PRIZE ESSAY, LTC.

Quest. 1. What is the history of the origin of ardent spirit,
and of its intreduction inty medical practice ?

Quest. 11,

Quest. NI
diseaso in which its wse is indispensuble. and for which there is):
not un adequate substitute ?

Lditor of the ** Genius of Temperance,”

ftort, At what precise

pursuit of the elixir of Life, and from other considerations already;
isugsested, there can be but liw!

i

What are its eflcets upon the antmal cconomy ?

Vs there sy condition of the system in health or
Y . ‘ at or before the time of Rhazes.

}

The ardent thirst for discovery,

CUHAPTER
istory.
ARDENT SpPIrIT or AtcoitoL is a thin colorless fluid, lighlur

L. ‘multitude of odorons and colored substances,

the long sought elizir, might prevent the mode of its preparation’

than water, somewhat volati'e, of a pungent swell and taste,’

' from becoming public for a long perivd of time, possibly for cen_
readily inflamiug by the apphestion ol a lighed wper, and Lurn- Luries

ing wih a din blue or purple flame. It is produced only by the
decomposition of vegetable and animal substances,™

It is the intoricating prineiple of all fernnented -

We are not informed when it was first used as a medicine, Its |

o state of ynrent and exhilarating properties would easily give it a place’

fermentution,

fuors, as wine, cider, beer, ete. and mny bLe separated l't'uml

themn by distillation nnd other processes. !
Fermented liquors derived from the juices of fruits, and from:

the furingceous grains, were used in periods of bigh antiquity. ! #The Tartars and Chinese make a kind of wine ard ardeat

The first authentic record we huve of wine, refurs to a peuod cp.m from the flesh of sheep.

scarcely less remote than that of he delnge.  Noah planted .1

vineyard and drank of the fruit of it 5 and the hypothesis that he i

tion of Hecataous, the Milesian historian, that the use of wines .

svas the inventor of wine, rcceives conntenance from the asser-
. . . !
was first discovered in Atolia by Orestes the son of Deuncalion. |
-

be reinforced or moditied by the addition of medicinal agents,
from the vegetable and mineral kingdoms.

|
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HALIFAX, VRIDAY LV ]‘VI\’G, NOVEMBER 29, 1839.

This last personage, it is well known, was the hera of the deluge
among those heathen nations  whose records and traditions recog-,
nisc that great event.  The early history of alcohol in its uncom-'
bined state, or inthe form of ardent spirit, is obscure. [lad .
Mahometan fanaticism spared the Alexandrian library, the cu-
" committee which investigated the case and were unfriendly to the

In a late Pearl we noticed some proceedings in Boston, by thej;
whom the Rev. Mr. Pierpont ministercd.  Wel;
bave since met with further reported action on the subjeet, and
ag it i3 of some interest give the substance.

‘congregation 1o

riosity of our own times
kuowledge of the pertods of

might perhaps have been gratificd by a
coutinuance of Mr. Piespont, published a report by which the
against the

discovery, as well as with the

. . . .. N T Y rvee - .
nawe and vesidence of the individual whoso researches gave to the charges Rev. gentleman were set forth,

in countries whero its use has become Portion of the commiittee transmitted the report to the individual
accused, with an intimation that he would be cxpected to answer

it.

world a paisou, which,
general, has caused more human suflering than avy other inveation
of man. He did so, and, as the report had been previously published

"There is indeed some probability that China may cluim the dis- e answer also appeared in the newspapers, eccupying about
covery of the process of distitlation. ¢ In that country,’ xays 1“‘9 closely priuted long columys.
Morewood, * which Dhas preserved its civil polity for so many ,l ‘I'he charges were,—1st that he had not given his undivided,
thousand years, the art of distillation was knewn far beyond the attention to his congregation, according to the usual understanding |
date of its authentic records.”  The sume writer, refuning to thc.;m such matters,—but had employed himself making stoves,
authority of Du Halde, Martini, Grosier aud others, siys, that’ screws, and razor strups.—2d. That he entered into exciting
there is abundant proof ol the Chinese having heen well versed in:itopics, such as Imprisonment for Debt, the Militia Law,—Anti-
that branch of slchemy which hus for its object a panucea or ru.'i-ltg mazonry,—'hrenology,—Temperance, and Abolition of Slavery.
zersal medicine, ong before this faney  engaged the uattention of 'l‘o these Mr. Pierpont unswers, 1st,—that he did not eater into
Luropean practitioners.”  The search atter this elixic of life is anid dn\ arrangement whereby he was to give his individual attention
to have originated with the diseiples of Lao Chiun, who I]uuu-h-. to his congregation.
ed six nundred years before the Christian era, I this stalenient, absurd, influence and eftorts should extend much
be authentie, there ¢ doubt that the Lmuvs«. 'furlhe 2d, Books ; he pleads guilty to this charge, warns lothers’
were acquainted with distifled spirit more than two thousand years! against so d'ln"( rous i practise, and informs the public wlere his
aga. hool\s may be purchused.  3rd. Stoves. The plea is not guilty,

With a knowledge of the process of distiilation, and impelled’ but an adission is made that some ten years ago he pcrpclmled

Such an arrangement he tintimates would be
48 a minister’s
can rewain scarcely a

by & niotive so strong as the bope of finding un elinir, u single’ 'a Jire place for burning authrocite, and, as he has no pecuniary

dranglt of which would confer an fmmunity from discass, decay ,l interest in the invention, recommends its vse, tells where it may f

and doath, the alchemists coulid hardly have fuiled early to sub-} be purchased, and refers to one of the acens ing commiltes, asa’
jeet to thisprocess every kind olbeverage which was known to person who could speak of its merits, having one in use.
exert at exhilarating influence upon the actious of fife,  The
fatuations of alchemy still exiied in China in tines cotnparative-

3rd
Screws.  Gnilty, of having assisted his brother, some vears be-
;‘t'ore, to perfeet a machine for the manofacture of wood screws.
modern, for three of her king~, two in the niuth, aud one in the’ -1th, Razor-stiraps. Guilty in part,---having wanulactured one;
sixteenth century, perished from o dranght o the elixir of hl'e,' razor strap, which was adopted by some artizans in the line. |
prepared by the wlchemisis, and taken with a view to attain to. Having

innnortality.

Lo
m—i‘

goue through the mechanical charges, he mukes a Lle.u'

consecience, and acknow ledges some additions seemingly forwnllen

ISuracens into Spain, and to this day, several terms purely Arabic

but who is "phy of the mind than to

Distillation was’ bat not in a professioral way.
arts, it was brought there by the Saracens in the carly part of the lemmu.—"The diseussion bas closed in his fuvour,

cphysiciun, born about the middle of the ninth century, wnd who !
?rcsided at the court of Almansor in Seville, gives wmintue directions’
for muking a particular phannaceutical preparation ina glass re-)
period the chiemists learned the art of ex-
itracting alcohol from fermented liguors it is impossible o deter-
"mine 3 but from the fuct of their being constantly engaged in the,

amongst restorative remedies, more especially as it might casily:

The portion of they:

The other|

sl

|

]Arubians, what bas usvally been accorded to them, the credit ofi:;MiIitia law,—guilty also of having preached a discourse eleven
'having fuund vut the process ol distilfation, whether they were the!'years ago on the subject, which was published and is oo sale.

! - . . .
-Next Anii-masonry,—guilty to a degree, bt chiefly urged on in

ks views by one of his accusers.—T'hen Phrenology, ¢

i guilty of be-

fare retained in the noinenclature of Luropean chemistry, as, ngd disciple of Spurzeim and George Combe, to whom, the ac-
]

‘cused siavs, he feels more indebted for instruction in the phileso-

I
ell other men living and dead.—Next

‘regarded by many as of Saracen origin, and who is generally yq»??'['cxnpcrance ; & triwmphant plea of gniity, guilty on Sundays and
‘posed to bave lived ia the seventh centary of tha Christian era, i:I' week days,

by daylight und candlelight, in serinon and song, in

is e not stuge coach and steawer, and at cver yopportunity.—Last the Abos
only the art of distillstion, but the meihods of conducting t.mom hiion of Slavery, guilty in sentiment, and in many expressioas,

After thus meeting his bill of

!

cerainly known io Spainas early as the ninth cenitary, and there charges, the Rev. gentleman proceeds to gore his opponents with

L ihe torns of wit and satire, aud ends by leaving themn in a sud di-
the vote of a

Yiajerity has sustained Lim and  he liberty of the pu!pit in which
Jorily J pup

Hthazes, who was a most scientific and distinguished Arabiun’ he has miaistered.

Q

i [
:Mr. Pambour, that on the 3d of August lust he travelled on the
“Great Western Railway at the rate of 34 and a half miles an hour,
'and that he believed a greater speed might have been obtained.

A steamer propelled by the Archimedes screw, has been exhi-

.bllcd on the Thumes. Tle triul was fuvourable, she went at

crexce.—t has been stated to the Academy of Sciences, by
15

3

e doubt of its having been known ‘about seven or cight miles an hour against wind und tide, and

E!lwche miles under more favourable circumstances. The moving

aud the "umdtd Secresy with which chemieal processes were at; ipower is at the stern.  She makes no SWC” and her worl,mn 18
‘that time conducted, the groat fucility of disguising aleohol by u‘!m,[ allected Ly the swell of the sea.
together with the’

Commerce, assisted by science, is only said to be commencing

| hone that In some shape or combination it wonld turn out to be 'somie of its musl important exertions, in Africa, tracts of the Ame-,

rican continent, and the shores of Last India.

Fate writers bave strongly urged the study of Agriculture sci-
cxmﬂculn. Tor this, Chewistry, Geology, and Mechanics, seem
i -to form the natural basis.  There is, no doubt, vast difference be-,
, lween mere practical acquaintance with a sabject, and scientific
thnowledge of it 5 as there is between the capabiliiies of the Sto-
ther, who merely attends the engine, and knows how it works,—
tand the Engineer who couvld erect such a machine, and is tho-

1

-roughly conversant with all its peculiarities, and the principles by
which it is controlled.—Science gives pleasure, power, dignity of.
mind, and great capability in manipulating or directing manipula-
‘tions.

LExperiments have been made in Russia, on Electro Magnetic
{Navigation. The difficulty connected with the manipulation of the
iBauery, i3 said to exist no longer. M. kL. Jacobi has made valua-
{Ule improvements. Ile tested these in a ten oar shallop, pro-
pL]led by an electro-magnetic machine, on the Neva, in 1838
.and 1849, and has since overcome obstacles then met with. For
one horse power, it is expected that ten square fect of platina
will be suflicient. By next midsamwmer, M. Jacobi hopes to have
in operation an electro-magnetic vessel of about 50 horse power.

Mr. Bruncl, engineer of the Thawes Tunuell, savs he has dis-
covercd a means ol obtaining railway speed, equal to 200 miles

an hour. If watlers progress this way, to start in a locomolive,

will be about one und

F )

i and to be shot frow a pizce of ordnance,
the same thing.

} Lirerarune.—Tbe volume of Sermons, by Rev. Mr. Cogs-
'well, some time ago announced as heing ready for publication,
has appeared from the London press. 1tis a Jarge Leautifully print-
ed book, attesting the piety, zeal and indastry of the Rev. gentle-
man whose name it bears, und who, at comparatively an early pe-
riod of Jife, has given so strong an evidence of his usefulness.—
The Christian Lady’s Maguzine has the following notice of this
work :

“ It has pleased God to place a fuithful minister in that distact
church, the cathedral we may call it, of our valuable Nova Sco-
pitian colony—a branch of our vransutlautic enspire, the value of
which is now negatively known, us being wholly uninfluenced by
‘the demon of rebellion: and of which the tried loyalty will be-
‘cumu more conspicuously apparent @s the erisis advanees.  We,
, of course, opened with great avidity this volwme, and we again
closed it altee shedding tears of thankfulness over its many puges
cof sound doctrine, of warin, fervent, affectionate, he.xrl-qmmg e3x-
'postulation, in wim,h the .u.lht)r lhas been plpadmlr with his belov-
ed ock,  Mr. Cogswell i3 ever mindful of what vne of our elder
I'divines hms left on record—that Jesus Christ should always be the
i dinmond breast-pin in the bosom ol every sermon,  He is truly so
Jin these discourses ; not a page but Christ is there in the fuluess
ul his redemption, in all the gracious and glorious othees wherein
L 'God has wade him unto us thum and righteousness, and sanc-
I tification und redemption.  The style is p'n“ucu‘dr‘) animated and
| energetic ; the doctrines aerlp'um]ly strong, and most carefully
. nudrdcd from abuse. Under any ciicumstances, we should bave
pidced this book among our treaseres : coming, as it does, from a
native Nova Scatian, lnlding the sacred office of Christ’s ambas-
sadar 1o his own brethren alier the flesh, it is doubly valeable,

To Arabia, however, Furope appears to have been wholly in-|,
debted for the knowledge of the art of distillation. It has been

;or unknown to his accusers,-—these are 1st, the drawing of al ‘May it be made doubly useful, by assisting to nourish Christ’s

i
.. meridian line for the use of a purishioner who was curiovs in regu- flock in this country, and by exciting a more affectionate intcrest

fuggested, that, as the Arabians at a very eurly period for com-
mercial purposes penetrated into China, even as far as to Canton,

there might have been an interchange in the sciemific discoveries
of the two nations.

'lating his watch,~--2d, the acling as the head of a anmnwe
lappointed to devise means for w arming the house of \Vorship, and
lbrd Medical advice to one who was siuking under the cares 'md
iconfinement of business.

As the result of their intercourse must probably always remain
& natter of conjecture, it is not unreasonzble o allew to thel

The Rev. defendant then procceds to the moral charges. 'lhe
Imprisonment for Debt,—plea guilty, and glorying in it. Next the,

—_ ==

fur thair brethren in 1lml distant land. i

A new poem, by Moore, named Alciphron, is announcad.

The success of Dicliens in his monthly publications, has, as a
matter of course, induced imitation.  Mrs. Trolivpe sends out Ler
, Factory Boy, in the same manner, Captain Marryat is te issue the



