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¢ MANY SHALL RUN TO AND FRO, AND KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE INCREASED.”—DaxteL xii. 4.

Vor. 111.

AN R AT A AR S e e Ay e AT A st e

MONTREAL, THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 1844.

_ (7s. 6o, PER AN,

et o v A = Aues e wmr emee s b aene et s e

No.39.—N. S. No. 33.

POETRY.

THE FREE CHURCH INDIAN MISSION.

RY THE AUTHORESS OF ‘“ THE COVENANT.”

ResolicE ! rejoice ! where the paim tults wave—
W here the red coral glows in its ocean cave—
Where the gems that may glcam on a regal brow
In lonely brightness arc slumberiug now—
Where flowers or the tresses of beauty meet
Shed o’er the jungles their odours sweel—
Where the masque and the minaret glitter fair—
The free flag of Scotland is oating there !

Rejoice ! rejoice ! for the dusky brow

Shall be lit with a glory of glndness now ;

And cach prisoned soul though with gyves bound down
Shall shine as o gem in Immanuel’s erown.

Then fearless and (-tterless, on !--speed on—

Tifl the idots are shattered, the bright goal won ;
For the banner ye wave is of azurc foir—
““Christ’s Crown and Cov’nant’’ is blazoned there !

Rejoice ! rejoice ! on your hizgh career

Forward ye go, though "inid rocks ye steer,

Yo who were bound by &l kindly ties

To youll" _homes, o your hearths, to your own hiue
skies,

Christ calledyou forth from ench wild-wood glen 3

To rush to the battle tike buckler’d men ;

And the ensigna yo rear to the eastern skies

Over the shrines of your country triumphant arise !

Yes ; the sires and the brothers ye left afar,

They have burst the bond-they have wrenched tho bar;
They could not. brook that an iron chain

Should hang o’er the allars of Scotland’s fame ;

And the caplives are freed by 1 heaven-sent might,
And the dwellers in durkness have scen the light !
And still hath our Zion one deep joy more.

For her pennons wave frce over Gunga’s shore.

~ Free Church Mugazine.

“THE FOOL HATH SAID IN HIS HEART, THERE
13 No Gon.”’—Psalm x1v. 1.

No God ! each muscle of our frame

Doth the Omnipotent proclaim ;

'The wondrous structure of the mind.

The Eye, the Heart, the whele combin’d,
Teach us to raisc our thonghts above
And praise that Power in whom we move.

No God! do we not sce his power
In cvery plant, in every flower ;
Doth not the lion of the wood,

The whale+-the monarch of the @lood,
Alike with Naturc’s meanest thing,
Of their Eternal Author sing.

Deny a Cod--the Lightnicg’s flash,

The Earthquake’s shock, the Thunder’s crash,
Are preachiers of his Name.

Tre Sun that lights yon boundless arch,

The Plancts in their nightly march
Are heralds of the satne. -

Go, impioun wretch, whilst yet you may,

Time fics, lifc’s leasc flies fastaway*

Absolve thy folly, guilt and pride

By prayer to Hiin you have denicd.

Sackville. Hal, Guardian.

THE PRESENT IS THF ONLY TIME.

1ra man will but glance over his yesterdey, he will
at ance sce how foolish it is to frot one’s self nbout the
lime to come; for he will find in every yesterdag, 8
miniature grave, s it were, dug by a too fearful
imagination, in which is buricd all his little store of
duily ‘hagpincss. Men slight the good they have, in
their anxiely for the good to come.  They waste their
oil for to-duy in fraitless uttempts to procure a supply
for the morrow, forgotting that He who replenishe the
truse is jnexhaustible. Trust in Him, and He will
never il you.

THE CASKET. .
NATURAL DISPOSITIONS.
We have frequently heard clergymen teaching
from the pulpit that in the operations of grace on
the heart, it was not to be ¢xpected that so entire
a change was to he produced as would efface the
native traits of'a man’s character. [lllustrative
cases have been alduced in support of that apini-
on, as for instance, that a passionate man would
alter his gracious change still be impetuous, the
covetous one still inclined to accumulate wealth,
the hanghty man still disposed o treal others con~
templuonsly. “Chis doctrine has been urged not
only to inspirit Christians who were apt to be
discourage. hy their slow proaress tn subduing
their easily besetting sins, but 1o obviate the ob-
jections of cavillers who found an argument a-
gainst Christianity upon the little apparent change
produced in a man’s character by the operations of
grace. While it is freely admitted that regen-
eration does not imply petfection, and that the
sins which have become habitual by the indul-
gence of years, are not subdued hy a single effort,
the public teaching of the doctrine adverted to
wust still be regarded as pernicions. It is likely
to praduce the very opposite effects from those
designed, inasmuch as it affords to formalists anid
careless Christians 2 very plausible justification
of their inconsistencies, and lowers the dignily
of religion 1n the extimation of the world. If reli-
gion it not lo produce a marked andsignal change
in the whole frame and temper ot a man’s mind and
heart, what is it worth 7 Ifits effect is to be
evinced merely in the increased attention of its
subject to the outward forms of religion, how low
should be its pretentions! If after a professed
change hy the Holy Ghost on anwn’s character,
the proud man may still be supercilious, the avari-
cious, still covetons, the irascible man still remain
in a measnre, unclean. and the drunkard still oc-
casionally give himself up to his cups ?

Allthe representations which the Holy Scrip—
tures give of the nature and eflects of regenc-
ration, would, if simply intespreted,convey avery
different view. To be translated ftom darkness
to light, to be created anew in Christ Jesus, to be
quickened from the dead, are either exaggerated
phrases, or they mean a very racical change of
characler; and they are not to be softened down
to quiet the uneasy apprehensions of those whose
conversion is merely outward, and who have
merely exchanged the forms of the world, for the
forms of godliness. Men should be taught from
the sacred desk, as the Scriplures evidently
teach, that the change wrought in regeneration is
great and radical, and that he that has experienced
it will put off the old man with his deeds and put
on the new man which after Goil is created in
tighteonsness and true holiness. The effect of re-
ligion is especially to he seen in the change ef-
fected in the prominent {raits of a man’s charac-
ter, and in his trinmph over easily*besetting sins.
1f implacable, he must become mergiful ; if proud,
fhe must become humble ; if avaricions and world-
Iy tninded, he must hecome liberal and spiritnally
minded; if passionate, he must bacome meek
and pet easily excited to anger; if unclean, he
inust become pure ; or else he must he tanght to
doulit the reality of his change, Paulin asldress
ing the Corinthians, after an enummeration of the
works of the flesh to which the natural man is
addicted anid the indulgence of which excludes
from salvation, says expressly to the conveits,
<¢ and such were <ome of you, hut ye are washed,
ve are sanclified > from these very vices. The
high standard of Christian qualiﬁcapon isnot to be
lowered for any one’s accommodation and encou
ragement, and he that needs sngh a d,.mmuhqn
of the claims of the gospel to palliate his defici-

encies, shonld be told in al plainness of speech,
his grace isquestionabley and that he shonld again
lay the foundation of repentance from dead works
and of fuith 10wards God.— Presbyterian.

AN AFFECTIONATE SPIRIT.

1VE sometimes meet  With men Who seem to think
that any indulgence in allectionate feelingsia a weak-
ness.  They will retuen (rom a jourancy, and greet
their families with distant dignity. and move among
their childeen with the cold and lofty splendour of an
iceberg, surrounded  with its broken fragments.
There iz hardly a more unnatural sight on earth thun
onc of these familics withaut hearts.  The children
who are reared in such families nre usually moral de-
formitics.  They are but half human. They hare
understanding without offcctions. And  when they
leave home, il a place without a hearl may be caled
by this sacsed name. they enter upon life, exposed to
all its dangers. and deprived of one of the most effec-
tual shields to temptation and guides to virtue.

A (ather had better extinguish his boy’s eyes than
take away his heart. Who that has the joys of
{ricadship, and knows the worth of sympathy and a(-
fection, would not rather lose all that is beautiful
in nature’s scencry, than be robbed of the hidden
treasures of his heast 7 Who would not rather bury
his wife than bury his love for her 7 Who would not
rather follow his child to the grave, than entomb his
parental affection 3 Yes ! God has s heart ; and ho
loves, tenderly loves, his children. Jesus Christ has a
heart, 80 warmn and fervent thui he could die upon the
cross 1o save the unworthy, whom he laved. Loveis
heaven’s clement, und the joys of affection,of congenial
epirits, are the joys which animate the songs and in-
spire the harps of that blest world. Whatever else man
nay be robbed of, oh ! leave him his heart. Without
this he is a human hyena, unfit for earth or heaven.

Cherish, then, your heart’s best affcctions. Indulge
in the warm and gushing emotions of filial, parental,
frateenal Jove. Think it not a weakness. God has
the largest and warmest heart in the universe. He
is all leart. God is love, Fear not then to cnlarge
your heart’s capacitics, to give vigor to ils exerciscs.
Love as extensively and as iniensely as you can. Love
God. Love cvery bedy and cverythiug that is lovely.
Teach your children to love ; to love the rose, to love
the robin, to love their parents, to love their God.
Let it be the studied object of your domestie culture
to give them warm hearts, ardent affections, Bind
your whole family together by these strong cords. You
cannot make them too strong. Religion is love,—~love
to God~-love to man. And he who has no heart can
no more be a Christian, can no more be wdwitted to
heaven, than a Bengal tiger.

THE GOLDEN CHAIN.

11 iy related of Dr. Payson that one, in the progress
of a revival at hia church, in Portland, sfter having re-
peatedly invited meetings at his house, for those w.ho
wished to seek religion, he one day gave an invitation
to all those young persons who did not intend to seck
religion. Any one who did not know Dr. Payson,
would be surprised to hear that thirty or forty came.
He had a very pleasant, social intervicw with them,
said nothing about the subject of religion until just as
thcy were about to leave, he closed n few plain and
simple remarks in the following ma: ner :—

““Suppose you should see, coming down from hea-
ven, a very fine thread, so fine as lo be almost in-
visible, and it should come, and very gently attach
itself Lo you. You knew, we euppose, that it eame
from God. Shoul! you dore to put out your handt
and brush it away 17

He dweit a fcw minules on this idce, until cvery
onc had a clear and fixed conception of ity and of the
hardihood which any one would manilcst, who should
openly break off’ aven such a tic.

¢ Now,” continued he, * just such a slender, de-
licate thrcad hae come from God to you, llns'aﬂm-
noon. You do not feel, you suy, any intercstin re-
ligion ; but by coming here this afternoon, Ged has
fastened onc fittle threed upon you all; it is very
weak and (rail, and you can, in a moment, brush it
awsy. - But you certinly will not do so. Welcome
it, and it will enlarge and strengthen itsell, until it
became 3 golden chain to bind youforcver to God.””




