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Dury, a German, to be his deputy librarian, and instructed
him “ to go for an inventory of the books and Medals to Mr.
Young.” Mr. Dury continued in charge of the Royal Libra-
ry and Medals probably until the Restoration, and from an
account taken by him, on the 27th April, 1652, we learn that
12,000 coins were then in the library.®

Returning to the warrant, one is led to inquire why such
orders should be given by the King to Sir Symonds d'Ewes
and Patrick Young on the 19th October, 1648, when the
coins were actually under the control of the Parliament, and
in the custody of their agent, Hugh Peters? Charles I. was
then at Newport, released on parole from his prison at Caris-
brook Castle, in the Isle of Wight. During the negotiations
which took place from the 18th September to the 27th Nov-
ember between the King and the Parliamentary Commison-
ers, and which resulted in the Treaty of Newport, Charles
was allowed to occupy the house of a private citizen in that
town. From this house the warrant in question must have
been dated, on the 19th October, and it is not improbable
that the King then expected to be very shortly reconciled
with the Parliament, and again installed in his former power
and possessions. In fact, until the famous * Pride's Purge,”
the Parliament was very well disposed towards a recon-
ciliation with him ; and by a vote of the 5th December, 1648,
accepted the King's concessions as a ground for proceeding
to the settlement of the peace of the kingdom. But after
Colonel Pride’s exclusion of the forty-one members on the
following day, all such hope was atanend. Charleshad been
scized by the army, and removed from Newport on the 29th
November, and on the 3oth January, 1649, he was executed,
withiu three months and a half from the date of his signing
this Warrant.
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