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foelish action, and One which will be certain to defeat ail sa
THE TWO BACHELORS. your wishes. . tir

Under the circumstauces, I consider it the only thing fo

(Pret chuant ters oTouriti.> ta bu done.' t
I siicciiibed. In diiulties of a differcut nature c

be had generally proved a better diplomatist than I, and si
The warm August days, ripunied inito mnellow Septemuber. perchance bis skiff might extend to this departnent also. s

$Ince the night of Jack's reverie, a change had certaiinly ' Well, if it mnust bu action, as you say it mut, action tI
cone over him, but as yet be left ne uninformed as ta tlie let it be ; you must write your proposal, I said, pulling Out b
cause. Sometimes his aCid gaiety would retarn, but it vas the writing-miaterials with alacrity, and placing a chair for v
Wnre to be followed by a fit of more sombre silence than Jack at the desk; aud after a full hour's scribbling down
before. I chaffed him about it often,. but his testy replies and scraLching out, a cean copy was penned, whici tan as o
invariably shut me up. We never met Miss Hallam, and follows : a
the only time we saw her wvs in the'nhrning among ber DaIn n'AUaOcuoa Los, Sept, 22,1861. h
flowers, or in the evening, wheu, after having ravished us DEAn Mias H.at-M-I regret that circumstaInces have m1
with her music, sie stepped out on the balcony, leaning prevented ue making your acquaintance Cru I address to fr
òn her father's arm, ta enjoy the noonlight. On such you words, which, I pray, you ivll nt think lightly of fron s
occasions Jack seemed strangely affectei, and would either the more fat that I bave never spoken to yoiu. Since I H
break forth into voluminous praises of ber grace and came bure, two mnonths% ago, you have excitetd my intense li
beauty, or it gazing mutely at Uie apparition. Sncb a admiration, which feeling bas lately ripened into a deep hl
·state of affaira led me naturally enough tu the conclusion, and passionate love. . t
that whatever was the matter with Ferrars, the fair My business engagements uow demand my iummediate g
cantatrice had something ta do with it. return to London, but I feel that I canniot go without first 1
. One afternoon ive resolved to have a row down the loch, learning fron you my fate. I maite you now anhonourable t

and as I crossed the lawn with an oar over each shoulder, offer of my band in marriage, and beseech yoiul ta think a
I chanced te glance at Colonel Eallam's window, where lightly of it, as on your decision muest depeud my life's c
the two ladies were seated sewing. The younger one was happiness or misery. If possible, an answer pet to-day's
Scanninge with alhalf-anused expression in ber broina post will very muuch oblige .- Yours respectfuilly, i
eyes; and as Jack came sauntering down the gravel-path JoIs FlanAns h
with a haud in each pocket, I quietly said: 'Miss Hallam's That will do,' I said, holding the shet, covered with
at the window.' Jack's neat handwriting, at armîu's lengt. ' Concise ; to a

He looked in the direction I indicated, and, ta my the point, not too spoony ; slightly formai ; but underthe s
surprise, he immediatelyblushed up like a girl. circumstances it is better so a

'Why, Jack, old fellow, what's the matter?' I asked, Jack fo le the letter .and addressed it; and with 
with a sale i could not repraen . Miss allam -was serious misgivings at myheart, 'which I dared not express,
viewing us with the aid of an opera-glass. 1 wallied with himi to the post-office, and sawv him, drop thef

'Pliaw I Harding, get on board quick, and row a, missive into lhe box We did nothing ail day but lounge
Weil as you eau,' he answered, throwing himself into the about the house a. garden, waiting anxiously until the P
ster a.oi the boat, in a position where the sunshino struck postman would bring the letters i the evening. At leugth e
furcibly on his hansome face and auburn locks' the eary day passed, and the letter-carrier arrived; and sure e

I bout as gracefully as I could ta my oars-I had been enoughi there it as, a litt-e pink note, addressed to John
a fair oarsman at Cambridge-and soon the little craft was Ferrars Esquire. My heart bte t as quickly as if it were
skimming fan over the sunlit ripples. Fer Own happiness tha bat stake as Jac f boke the 

As it was still early when we returned, we strolled seul. I looked overhis shoulder, and what we both sawe
down the road until it wrould bu timne ta go in for diner, s. o
when, turning a corner, we came suddenly uponi Miss Wasd .
Hallam. and ber father, mounted on a couple of splendid ifednesday 4ftenoon.
grays As she cantered paat us with a smile her beautiful DSin Mi FERRAs-I accept the great bonour yau have
face flushed with the exercise, I cortainly thought I bad donie n. flefore, lîowever, meeting you, I would like you ta
never seen anyone half sa lovely. ler perfect form; the sec papa, and obtaia bis consent ta our engagement.- s
grace of every fold of ber dark-grcen riding-habit; the Yours, sincerely,
indescribable colis and twists of her brown hair, with the EeUICE HALAMm.
sunshine shading it ta gold ; the coquettish little felt bat There is an oid adage that says ' truth is stranger than
turned up on one side, with its dancing plume and fiction, and if I ever feit the force ofit, it was as I read that
streaming gossamer-combined ta make up a chariing note. Contrary ta all My expectations, Jack had actually 1
tout seeamble, which was altogether irresistable. Jack liad been acceptei J He bore his gond fortune with much moore
stared after lier in open-mouthed admiration for sucb an equanimity tian I did, his oily remark being: ' Eunice-
Indecant length of time, that I was constrained ta accuse what a pretty name 1' While 1, wili strangely mixed
liM feelings, aclually got up a ' hurrah J'

Foerrars, you admire Miss Hallam,' I·said. The next diliculty was, bow or werOe ta meot Colonel
He had is head bent, and was kicking the dead leaves Hallan and obtain bis consent. An idea seized me; I lied t

with his with feet as he walked. When lie raised his bine accn the old Colonel walk doi-n the road a short time
ayes, they were filled with the expression of a passion I had before. ' Stay you here,' I said ta Jaek ; and putting on
never noticed in them before, and which had fully cort- my lat, f I bollte. I had notgone fir when I espiedthe
borated the four words ha uttered, as bis cycs met mine colonel leaning on a wire-fence watchig gome workmen

tI do love her 1 • digging atdrain. Preteniiug to bo interested in the sam i

Strange as it may seem, I was thuntiderstruck at the pursuit, I walked up ta, him, and made some remark
announcement. Much as I had noticed the change in regarding the work. Thereafler we got upon the most
Ferrara, I liad hesitated ta ascribe it ta the circumstances friendly terms, which ended, as I intended it shoild, by his
of his being in love. I protested and raged against suchi wvalking home with nie, and coming inta the ieuse ta

folly-falling in love with a lady with whom h bai nover join us in a rubber at whist. I coiducted hl. mio the

exchanged a single word. For answer, a passionate dining-room, and wvent for Jack. He began to get slightly
confession was pouret into my astonished cara, in which he nervous wheun e heard what I had doue, but I told him
yowed he must, and would win lier. Matters were made not ta an uything to the colonel about his dauaghter to-
considerably worse when we received our letters that night, only to make himself as agrecable as he couild; I

evening informing us of business engagements iequiring then instructed Mrs Mlason ta set down the very best sie

our immediate return ttown. It would be impossible for bad in the house for supper, and went ta entertain Our
us to remain more than three days longer. interestingguest. Wefound himachamingoldgenlem<n.

'Humph I your time is rather limited, Ferras' I said, At vlist, be and dummy beat Jack and nie; and possessing
with more sarcasm than sympathy. 'You'll bu a pretty an inexhaustable fund of humorous stories, the time
sharp fellow if you woo and win a handsome girl in tbre passed so ploasanîtly that it was twelve o'clock befure lie
days.' rose to go.
. The next morning he came down ta breakfast looking A cordial invitation ta visit him was extended to las,
pale and haggard. I don't believe lie had slept all night, as we batte lim goodl night in the hall, which was exactly
but I made no enquiries, as I fait annoyed at this alarning what I wanted, and moant we should have. Pulling a.
Impulse of my oid friend, and ras altogether ont of temper grave face, I said : e ioting-would bave given as greater
with this adventure of bis. Hie elittle or no breakfast, pleasture had we been staying longer, but ire were to leave
and looked so dejected, that at last my sympathius were for London the day after to-morrow.'
areased, and I shouted cheerfully: ' Cheer up, old felloiw- . Then you Imst spend to-nmorrow evening with mee
we'll manage it all beautifully, and you'll go up to London was bis licarty rejoinder. ' I will take no refusal.

the accepted suitor of Miss Hallam.' And to this arrangement we agreed.
Gradually he became more animated, and began ta talk, 'A thousand thanks ta you, Bob; you're a capital

and' finally quite shocked mc by declaring that h wias fellow,' said Jack, gratefully grasping my hland as we
going to write and propose ta Miss Halliam that very day. separated for the niglit.
I considered him ta be simply mad, but he had apparently P Ferrar J.
thought it well over, and was determined what course ta 'Hollo i'
adopt. 'lAre you readtly 1' I was donning My dressiug-suit

' But, Jack, the thing la preposterousa, I argued ; 'she preparatory t presentiig mnyself in Colonel HalIam's
kuowo nothing about you. Can you expect anything but a drawing-room.
distinct refusai T ' Yes.,

' And what would you recommend ?' hie asked, curling ' Couie bore, thon.'
hi upper lip as ho walted for my advice. He camo in, dressedi for conquestevidently, and lookiug

'Why, get introduced ta ber first, and wait at least faultlessly handsome. I sirveye( hiai critically. Tiere
until 'you know lier a little before you malte siich a pro- was not an item amisa, froma the ne91igé arrangement of bis
posai,' I said. auburn ourla, to Lie polishi Of bis patent leathers.

iHave I net been waiting for the last two months Y' ho ' LHow do I look? ' le asked, with a gay laugh, and a
answerd. And do you forget that in two days I must satisfactory glance at his magniicient proportions in thet
beave this plate Thireisaonutime forrmitiug now ; il muet anlîror.
bo iction, immedisto and premptory! a i Like a Polislh prince,' I answered. 'Miss Hallani

ad ar you quite determined to do- this--this may have many lovera, but I'il bet a new bat slie never

,$hilng.?' iad a botter looking fellow than you. Now, look here
iQuito,' you'll do exactly as I tell you, and not diverge one iota

A wdill nothing persuade yeu that It Io an extremely from the ruie I lay down, ÀAk for Colonel Eallam acd

y you wish to se hilm alone. When the ßrst grectings
e over, you'Il explalu t hilm that Mr. Harding la detainetd
r a short timue with a littie packing he had ta finish, ani

hat you did not wait for bim, as you had something to
omrunicate to him-the colonel. Then pitch into the
ibject nearest your heart ; tell him of your business and
ocial connections, and don't, neglect ta imupress hilmi with
he fact that you're your mother's only son, and heir to
er fortunes and est'tes. These, sort of things go a long
ay with the old boys.'

Ilaving thus deliveredi my advice ta Jack, 1 sent hilm
ff ta push bis settimental fortunes with Colonel Hlallam,
nd sat down pensively ta smoke a cigar, before following
imu. About half an flur afterwards I sallied forth, and a
iuute or two Iater found me ringing at the colonel's
ront-door. My heart beat audibly, as, following the
ervaut up-stairs, I heard the sound] of a piano, and Miss
.allau's voice merrily hmumiing a bar or two of some
vely air, and felt nuch relieved ivhen the door of the
brary wias thrown Open, and I foundt myself ushered into
he preseuce of only Colonel Hallam and Jack. One
lance at Jack's flushcd and radiant face, as he stood
eaning against the marble mantle-piece, sufficed to assure
c that all had gone merry as a marriage-bell ' with him

nd with afeelingof thankfulness Ireturned the colonel's.
ordial greetiag.

' Comte away, now, and sec the ladies; I know this boy
s getting impatient,' ho said, with a twimkle in bis eye, as
e laid his hand familiarly an Ferrars' shoulder.

. I's ail right, old boy, and Pmt the happlest fellow
live,' whispered Jack, as we followed the colonel down.
tairs ; but I bad only time ta grasp his band and give it a
queeze of congratulation, when the drawing-room door
as opened, and We entered.

The eider lady was seated on a couch beside the
replace, where a fire bad been lighted, for the evenings
vere getting chill ; the younger was leauing on the grand
iana, engaged in looking over soie music. Both stood
rect when we entered. The colonel, going over ta the
Ider lady, took ber hand, and led ber foriward, saying as
e did so: ' Eunice, I have much pleasure in introducing

Mr. Ferrars ta you.-My daughter, Mr. Ferrars.'
Ferrars turned deadly pale. 'And-and-the other-

ady li e gasped, looking round at the beautiful young
ady standing at the piano.

' My wi/e.
I don't suppose Our consternation could have been

greater had a bomb-shell entered the apartment. Jack
voutid have fallen bad I not supported him. Every on*
eemed to tak: in the itution. a a glance. lis Hallam

did not iint or screan, or do anytbing which a younger or
nore sentimental lady in similar circumstances mighlt
have done, but she blushed as deeply as lier faded
complexion would allow of, and, covering her face with
her bands, said: ' Oh, how dreadfuUl lie bas thought Nelly
was miy father's daughter.' Mrs Hallam glided ta her aide
and td ber fron the room, while the colonel and I
ipplici restoratives ta poor Jack's colourless lips.

' Poor fellow, muttered the colonel; I sec his unlucky
mistake. I wsh, for the sake of everybody concerned,
his had not happened.'

'i his explains the ready acceptance of Ferrars'
proposal, and the Coloncl's willing'aggreement ta let bis
daughter marry a comparative stranger,' I inawardly
growled, ia disdain of the whole business, as I loosened
the tic which Jack had so carefully arranged an hour before.

When he had sonewhat recovered, we took hilm home,and laid him on the sofa in the dining-room. I sat by him
all the evening, and although he did nots-seeni the least
excited or feverish, lie kept asking me such strange
questions, and seemed s0 unconscious of all that bad
transpired, that I was afraid bis braie was affected. 1,however, was determined that wve should not on anyconsideration remama a day longer in Dail d'Arroch ; antid
summoniug Mrs Mason, I instructed ber ta get our traps
ready, as we required ta be off by the first steamer in the
morning. ' Mr. Ferrars did not feel very well,' I added,lu reply ta a glance of iraquiry abe cast at Jack as he lay
motionless on the sofa. He has had unpleasant news fron
boule.'

My conscienee smote me for the deliberate falsehood I
uttered, but I felt that some excuse was necessary for the
prostrate condition of Ferrars. But Mrs Mason was sa
profuse in her expressions of sympathy, that sornehow or
other 1 could not help conjecturing that she guessed
somevwbat of the truth.

At seven o'clock the next morning, a close carriage was
drawn up ta the door, and Jack and I were driven for tho
last time down the trinm avenue, and arrived at the pier in
good time ta catch the steamer: Ferrars' manner was un-
natural and excited, and I felt as if I dared not leave him
for an instant. What need to relate Our miserable journey
south; enough to say that when we reached London, Ferrare
was lu the delirium of fever.

The attack proved a virulent one, and for six weeks he
lay partly unconscious, even after the delirium had left
hlm. When at Iast he began ta recover, I took a run down
ta the Isle of Wight with him, leaving him in charge of
his mother, wbo was stayiag there. In the course of six
weeks ho came back, looking almost as well as ever: 1 e
showed me a lutter whicli he had received from Colonel
Hallan, la wbich that worthy gentleman expressed his
deepest sympathy. The letter went on ta say that the
writer lad adjusted matters at home as delicately as ho
could ; and that, had be for a moment supposed that Mr.
Ferrars had mistaken bis wife for his daughter, bis friend
should have been spared the unfortunate denouement lu
the drawing-raam.metl

The occurrence which so nearly cost him bis life was
never again reverted to by us. And up ta this date at least,
he seems quite contentedi with bis bachelor chambers audthe souiety of ils old friend Bob Harding.

(au an.


