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entactimlent or positive la-w restricting
the elective franchise of Englandl:
Tis was the first statute wiich re-

quired a qualifieation of landed pro-

perty, or, to speak in a imanner more
strictly constitutional, wh11ich deprived
persons in a very low and depeident
situation of the exercise of the privi-

lege of voting.i

" This statute first required the elee-
tors to hlave a qualitication of freehold
to a cei'tn value, tiherebv, as somte

thinîk, restorinlg the aristocratie spirit
of the Constitution, whici had i been
latelv broken in upon : or, as others
assert, iaking ai inroad upon the
libr'i'ties of the people, by depriviig
the lower classes of a privilege tley

"Te statiite Iof 1429, duriig thte
contentions butwueii liuke H oph ryev
of (louester anl Cardina Haifort,

presents a stroing contrast to the i
lation of thelt, än reignis. The
policy of former Pariliainenlts linl beenl
to secire the whole bodiv of the cunhiity

popilation in the freeM ail iidepeilent
exer'5ciset of their electiral rights. Sev-

erai r irsons are assignd ii the pre-

aibl for rstrliting the fianchise.

lie tru rl ien appears to have
bei, iot th imere mnber of the

lowe1' class of electors, ulit tat their
votes were of (utll wight ai)1 value
withl those of genltltI (yn-l onli-
tint"

Th'm pnwtoicalorin of thtis re-
stricted fraochtleise thriewi thie elecutoral

power inito the lunsof' the great
lords an<l ld -owners, as ap Yars by
the' letters wr'itteni duingi thîis rei'gnî.

(One f thif itates, " It is ditgt rigit
iIteesary\ io dliverse c'auiss thlat inîv

lord have lt this timte ii the Parlia-
in 1ct suith sonts as l uunto
1 )0, b îtt/ of h is i<dI'erca t"

nottler sayvs, î 11Y lori toi illitO a
Oinll )flai i einu, a st'lell (scleîliule
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of iny lord's intent, whvoi lie woNuldi
have Knîights of the Sire."'"

A few' years later (1432), Parlia-
ment re-athtit that the Choosers of
the Kiigit of P1>aliament should lu
e people dwelling and resiant in the
county whireof every man shall have
freehItold to the vailue of 40s. hv the

vear, at least, above all charges, witih-
in the saine county wlhere any such
ehtooser wvill mîîeddle of any election.
But, in 1 704, the above condition as to

residence " vas repalied, as having
been found unnecessary by long usage,
aid having '" bece oblsolete.'

Anid there arc also somte historie
records 1p to the 160t century that
w'oieit. who 'since Lord Coke's timle
have beei ulassed as persons uldt'r
legIl incapacity, exercised the riglt

of voting at parliamentary eletins.
Tiiere is still extant an an cient "esi-
ant Holl - of the Borougl of Lyimet
R I, lited 29th Septembewr. 1 577.
which.11 coitains, amliong a numberl'ut' oif
imale voters, the niaiits of the follow-
iig w'omnt'11, elassedi as /nt igeuses Ste
lil>ri lenenfes, wi wt crttitld to
vote at elit tions

Elizabeta. Fiiat Tii> ai t y'va tt
Crispinl>: Alicia Toi-
ler, ridna."

1t3t grilually, and usjt'eially inîetr
the influence I the writings of Sir
Edvard Coke, the judicial powr ap-

pears to have legislated into the citmi-
mon la w the airgumîent of the Solii-

tr-Gen siral, ui iltert Strange : LThe

poliey of the law\ tiouglit wovien un1-
tit to judge of public tinîgs. Bv tih.

law îinalilts eRllot vote, all W'>ilil1

ar1e pe>rpetul iltnftas'''
Anth tt ousIl urgedi that denc'iyc'v

andil thepoic of the lawN\ excludedlu
w(aIlen'i froi itoiulai' electiolis. As

illusti'atinlg tihe stirigrgle' in the judicitl
min bewen lga precedenit and
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