
THE FOUR FRA THRRS

1 know ber motive. She told it
ong while ago at Glenalla when
r.turned from the Soudan. She
vo livus should not be spoiled be-
of her. "
. Adair might smile ber disbelief,
lurrance bad no doubts. She
1 to keep him in the dark, sh.
1 hlm neyer to suspect that she
-d ..ny tbought of Harry Fever-

That v.ry callousness of wbich
accused her in bis thoughts was,

J]l, only a sign that she was on
ard lest be should suspect. She
>t told him of Willoughby's com-
d she wisbed hlm not te know.
rance stood undecided whether
ir more, or whether toecut these
jures short, and to put even what
id disclosed altogether from bis
its. Loyalty to Ethne, a sense
Lchery ln listening to stori.. told

h er back, bade him bait bere,
ipoint. He wondered a little

1bat he had allowed Mrs. Adair
o far, but mii, had begun clever-
m a int at ill health and he had
into the. trap.
the other band, however, there
s ovu tbeory and belief. Mar-
vas not right between a man
-d like himself, and a woman
and vigorous like Etho., un-

pon both sides there was love.
ilked once or twice up and down
trrace, and a new road out of
igie began to glimmer in front
i.
toughby had brougbt geod news
rersham, news which had given
a buoyancy and a ligbt heart.
id sh. malte a mistake fiv. years
'h. asloed himself. " And bas

o-day learnt of ber mistake ?
vas some distinct wrong that
414 her, there was undoubtedly
ce to foliow. But was there really

thing niight be done-from Suakin or
from Assouan."

He came back to bis seat with a
definite conviction that somehow or
other h. must find out precisely wbat
had occurred on the nigbt of the ball
at Lennon House, five years ago. " A
misunderstanding, perhapa," b, repeat.
ed to bimself. He was very far froin
the truth, but bu bad 'grown quicker
of perception tii... last montha. A
hint or two and be migbt jump te it.

IWeIl, what did Captain Willough-
by sayP"

Il0f the message which be brougbt
from Mr. Feversaai, naturally noth-
ing. But h. brought a message and
be gave ber a token. Sh. carried it
back to the house as tbougb there vas
nothing half so precious in all the
world. "

"A token ?" asked Durrance.
"Ves, a littie white feather, soiled

and speckled. witb dust."
Durrance sat with bis for.b.ad,

pressed upon bis hand, and vas
silent.

1 1Can you read that riddle? a.k.d
Mrs. Adair.

IlWait a moment, please," sald
Durrance. - Did Willoughby mention
a Colonel Trench?

No.t$
"Or a Major CastletonP
"No."ý

Of both these mn Ethn. had spo-
ken. Sh. vas frankly glad ln a bar-
baric way that Castieton vas dead.
She bad connected Feversbam's de-
parture into the desert south of Wadi
Half with Trench's captivity in Om-
durman-immediately. Yet vith nel-
ther Trench nor Castleton vas sh.
acquainted. Willougby, Trencb, Cas-
tleton-here vere three namnes, the
names of tbree persons somebow con-
cerned ln Harry Feversham'slsgrac.
Moreover, Ethne had been v.ry curi-
eus as te, the. possibility of an escape
from Omdurman-not Fevershams~
escape, but Trench's. He had been
surprised at ber cur-iosity at the time ;
h. began nov to sou a glioemerlng ef
the. trutb. H. bad exptained the dif-
ficulty te lie in the. untrustvorthiness


