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At abtout 10.30 iii tlue xuoniimuig of LIre 3itili of'
l)eceîîîhcr, IS8i, yoiiig Williai Naixse set etf
lis lesk litIhe c'xi H - o f o' thue juiblishi îiig1
firli mof Ne:Ives, 'Nuville, & Nc'uvcs__ " N., N.. z&

N''as thue empljnoyésu sllintemîmul it.i
'Tle wiiîulon et hishefttlookeul out 0o1 one ofU

tlhit IîuISieud. sectionîs ofaI OxU<ul SInceet, Of' Would 1
]lave ookcedti uht thuuut althiick ubocoiîute-
nolered fog liffl eî'crytiing avo thre solinrs ofU
'oxfsioix goitmig o11iii il.

Nanue lnnkc', il) frontm Liii' ea1m of puuens oitr
bis dleskc, andul allcul to fcil ollice-boy, Il Sent, let
tkimton'tie xmomentt Mn. Ni'as's contes in." 1

Il Yocuir ; ;t'ts''u- coinioi' uon', tir." 1
Nanse sunig round ii iis chair, anti rose1

ijicl.A iuîmidtlc.ugu'tlgeixtlcîxuomu of'I uxîosi. a1
niilituîy fil nun csor henniig 'a uhixrtuhe im
coutitiiig-rcuonx, sxrrêeulcimg is oveun-coat to ait
attndant as hli îmovc. Naise iletiiix iit etthei
(lotir.i

bI'. Neuives, ecu tyon givo rîr(,-a ioie
inrîtL, six' '' ie ask oui

'linoîmnlg ?"
Yes, csi'; l'dike mto geL it over."
r. i'1\ Nrves uîen' out hic n'ctchu. ' coule to

Ile nte doen -no, niy flic irtinutes pcst, pire.l
ciculy ;',rîl ie pîrssed o1,ta lis huivate ollice.

Naiiso xetrriied teaIhis idock, urid rap~irlly sorteul
tend amai'eged theIm prers drcte.'Te tmintes
druggedl, the minui rtes lIen', meml hî<î nas cold anmd
hot by i.îrns. lie n'rote on a i'roahx emveope,

Miss l1îulie Feitheifen', 99 MNarlevbo.1 irc ]Il,
coli-sidercd it w'iLlu lulieavy fnowiin c iaxoîment,
urri tosseul it imto tilmwn'st'.',basket, with a teecp,
iimatlient sighî. If No,'' lieiuttercd, Il it's (Jorme
101îd enxdt, andl i e feurmomnts 1 schichi ]lave
eut Ile bridhge huilimdIle.''l

W'hicn iLit uuiteul but thiuty seconlds of the Uiex,
jusqt exiotghi to uxactly keep thue ul-pointumait-
l'or"« N. of N., N., & N. îever n'ii ts on keeîts
%vaitirig," Ivaithîe ecrrciit syig-aî spraiig
tp, lookilig a liitli'a Iulo, suuhiteil, in pîîssiîîg, e

iandsorne, salloiv young man wvith " Good-

1onug lartington," crossed over, taplied at
M.r. Nevssprivate office, and n'as prornptly y
called in " s

The clerk wbo rcceived tire mail entercîl the s
ounting-roorn and laid a letteron Naiuse's desk* I
Iartitigton, whose desk n'as next beyond tliat t
of Nanse, observed tlîis, and drew indolently L2
near. y

lIe stooid perhaps at fuli inutececcanically r
wisting lus long dark mnoustache and looking at il
tie letter. Thonîc, lirst throwing a slow, careful, a
:cen glance arotiudlim, lie picked frorn the il
waste-basket the disc.rded envelope 'Nanse lied r,
.ddrossed to Miss Peathierfow, and slipping into
t the letter front Nanse's desk, sealed and put
t iii bis breast pocket. lie tiien laid doivu au. c
other letter in place of the one lie badl just re-
inoved, and went to biis ilesk- Tliere lie seeuied 1,
oe becoîne aliuost irnmediately absorbed lanlus ia
vork, yet liad any one takon hlm by the band it c
would hiave betrayed his agitation. 't

In bis private office Mr. Neaves, sitting with a
his bat oîf, bis slîouldors squared, bis tlîick: iron- 1
gray liair puslied back front bis foreliead, n'as a
nan we]1 wvorth looking, at. If you lied beau t
going toailescribo hixn essentielly iii three words, s
yeoi would have said, "Business, experienco, 3
heart"-e reversai or the usuel order of things. t

" Well, my boy," said the bond of the Liin, t
motioning to a chair, " what is it ? By youiri
looks it's trouble, so let us get it behind us as
sooli as xoay be."

lI'in going away, sir*, exclained Nanse, speak-
.n1g with dîlliculty. Then, alter a moment's si-i
oce, lie threw ulp bis hiead and wvent on rapidly: n
" 1 can't explain, and 1 holte you'l aot tbirik i
bardly of nie, sir, but I must go away ; anîd if
yeou lied 'ie niait yon wanted in niy place, 1
should beg yon to let me olr at once-to-day. But
of course 1 dou't ask that, only, sir, if you'l
please arrange it as seou as you eaui, it wvilI be 1
the greaest kiîîdness to tue, sir."

*Thtis is a straxîge request-very," seid LMr.
Neeves. After a considerable pause, '« Is youir
i"d cxl uite rmade up r

di'Ouite."
"Ve hlave boe thinking lately of soute

changes ini which you are intorested. Don't in-
ti'rrul)t nie, but listen. Withi the new year Mr.
Neville, îvlio is ricli enorîgl, and tired of busi-
niess, goes out of the fin by agreement. You
hiave been with us seine time ; you kuon' the
business ; yout suit us; and ive have made up
our iiiiids teoioler you a place ia the firm, be-
giiuiiîig w'itl tlîe nen' year. Sec !"-pushing a
proof slip toward hini- Neaves, Nanse, &
Neaves. Lt looks well ; it souîuds wvell ; we thiluk

Nanse lxad risexu and taken tic slip, and non'
.stood quite inute, and very red in the face.

"Couie," restnied the older maxi ; '« you've
muade nie crack t]ie sIieli a day 800:1er tluan I
wanted ; but young folks always (Io force met-
ters a littie. Contîe, non', doesu't titis change
thîiîgs a bit!h Cau't yen. explain ? Or, better
yet, let explanations go, and you stey."

01Oh,AMn. Neaves, ail this inakes it lîorribly
liard for nie," said young Neîîse, beginning ,to
tremble like a girl;" but-but it doesu't chaxige1
things et ail. Do yoti believe lion' griateful-"*

"Onre word," broke iii Mr. Neaves-"a.ro you
dissatislicd n'ith nie, with lus, n'ltbaytbing
boere V"

«No, sir-iever, sir."
" rery n'el, l'Il look ni) a mnu, and let yon.

off' as soon as 1 cati." 'Mr. Neaves lied already
turîxcd to biis desk, but lie stopped the youug
inan iin the doorway; "Stay! Your acidres-
1 niiglit ivaut to use it-is Nvitlî Miss Ingraru,
isn't it ?' Mr. Neaves sliot oue of his keenest
glIances n'itli tlis simple question.

"No, sir ; 1I bit my auuit's a iî:onth ago. l'in
stopinug iin Guildford strect." lie n'es 80 cou-
f:ised that lie did neot give the uniben ; anîd Mr.
Neaves, 'lio n'as nlot at ail confîîsed, igîîored tue
o:îîîasion, anid occupied tlîe next sixty seconds
ia writing a note, whlîch. was delivered by the
postrîtan tlat saine niglît at 99 Marlebone
Rtond.

Naxîso looked very tired as ho sat dotyn once
mûore to bis desk. "lIt's an i11 turn yon. have
doeeîîe, Lulie Feittlierfcw," lie nînttcred, under
bis breath, ''eîiid I ]tope you'l be satisficd n'itit
yorir work." Tlien observiig the note n'bicli
1lcrtiiigtonlid loft on luis doesk, lie opeiied it,
recul it twice, tore it into tiny bits, and dran'ing
towerd liiii a sboot of îplain business nxote, ivrote
a few' unes, iineloseul, eddressed, and sta:nped it,
n'itl it air of iiality îrnd dejectio:î.

Sliall I post vour letton f'oryou ?" said IHart-
iigton, turnixîg ta hit at tliet inîstanut. «I l'in
jnst going nîyself."

This nîote also n'as delivered thiat saine night
at 99 Marleboxue lioad, and the houîseinaid took
thentup 1to the dratwing-roorn Iloor, dropped a
courtesy, and hîanded tlîein to Miss Betsy Ann
lugrain-a poarl araa unaideit lady, Nvitlî sliglitly
silvi rod brn h Iair, blîîe eyes, anîd delicate skîu
set off' by a drtss of silver.gray silk. To tîhe
yotnng lady suated near lier at tlhe saine table,
kiuittiig ith scarlat nools, the luoise-inaid giujve
a tliird letter.0

Thiis yon lady n'as exceedinghy fair to look
uipon, lxy reason of a sort of' witchiery vhîich wn's
umitlier of e3'es, hiair, complexion, nor shape.
The free-spýirited gaze eîd certainî nuoveinexîts of
tîhe noutlî (iedîcted groat inide and n'illfullncss,
yet softuess and geîueiosity-too.

Miss h11 rraru's letters n'ene short.
'T'Ie briefest one rait thus:
" Dx'iii MISS INGruÀMF,-ielegr-apli if you eau

înot sec nixe at elovea o'clock to-iniorron', tIhe Slst.
"Yours truhy,

The other note read :
"lDEMA.U.1;1-YOU meen nost ]cindly, but

you doet knon' Miss Featherfen"s mind. I do;
so let us leave it. As soon as Mr. Neeves can
supply my place, 1 amn going ewey-to Aienica,
Ithiiuk. 1 amn so sorry you mnust hoe vexed by
this, but it cuin't hoe avoitled. 0f course, if you'Il
e ctlone, l'Il corne and sec this old year ontivith
'ou, as n'c've beauîîsed to do ever silice I cau
reeniber. Don't thiuk tlîat I sliall evor forget
hon goodI you've aln'ays beexi to me-more thit
a second motlier, God knows. But w]îen I coule,
don 't lot us speak about ïMiss Featlierfew,

plas.Yours, WILL.
"t'P.S.-I hope (Lulie, carcfully scretclîed

ut) Il Miss Featlîerfew is wvell."
Miss Ingrain slipped the letters into lier

pocket ; a sînile bcd et thie last crept into the
*iixious expression of lier face. Takiu g up a copy
of the UCatlcue?)ccn's Magazine, slîe ghauced over
ho top of it at bier coînpaîîion, whoso head n'as
a lîttle bout, but not more thaxin'as natuîel. in
picking out a tarîgle lun the skein.

It r'ose ag-ain to its natural willfLil poise, catd
lue fiiigeis followed the needies lightly elong thie
scerlet mesîxes. A vivid colon ha&cone into the
Young checks wjthiu the last fen' moments, and
lie fin.e whiîte lino inaîkin g the outer crimson of'
tbe lips shon'od that soma powerfiil excitement
vas heing-î'osolutely repressed.

Vihatever lier letter bcd. been, she lrad got it
quickly irito ber pocket.

IlLittlo Minx: 1"murmuned, Miss Ingraru,
mentalhy, I knon' that lotter was from, \Yil],
and she kuits away as if shue ladn't auy heart,
and as if I badu't euy eitlier."

The next inîstant tlîe înaid announced " Mn.
Ilartinigtou, uîa'ani," and iiin alked the haiid-
smne sallon' yoîîug mian n'itbi the voluminous
dark moustache vlio lied takern to the post at
Leesi. one of thîe letters tuai.t niglît delivered in
Miss Ingram's drawing-rooxn.

Mr. Hîartiiugtoun'was received by Miss ingnemn
witb quiet coîîrtesy slighîtty shîaded îvith enxicty;
by the Young lady n'*ith an unusual. show of'
cordiality.

I tlîouglît I miglît mccl. Nanse liere," hoe
said, neplying to Miss Inglram's vagrue inquîey if
all n'ero going oun'well et the office.,Ohi dear no,'' exclairned Miss Featherfen',

qîîickly. Il Mr. Nanse seldoîn cornes here now.
,lae is too busy, or course, and theil lho is îikehy,
wîe beer, to mna-e quite a rise ilire soon"'

"Lulie V, cried Miss lngrrn. Lt n'as n'on-
dorfuil how iutensely ivilîful the girl could look
whlile so quietly slipping aleug the needles iii
lier work ; but neitîter' of thîom observed tîhe
IlAit !" of relief tvhich lied escaped Mr. Harting-
ton on bain- essured tiiet Mr. Nense n'as ntot
likely to ho thuere.

A veiled anîd confuisod blcnding of curiosity,
cautioni, intoi'est, calculeticit, passion, and rc-
solve strangely auimated luis face and manner
dnring the rest oU the interview.

So Yeu bave hecard of it VI lie esked, looking
et tîtein alternately. Woll, thon, I suppose I
arm froc to speak."

IYes, pray tell ns evcnythiîg, Mr. Hearting-ton," seid Miss Iîîgram, eagerly. Il You kutn'
hon' good aud truc nry nephien is, anud Ihon muchi
I care for the least things conceruîng hlm. But
bis modesty muulcs hiilut resorved.''a

iOh, Mr. 1llairtingtoii," saiti Miss Feetîter-
fen', ci'ossixîg to the pianio, and taking up corne
mnusic, "I b ave that lovely llntîgarian. air et
lest. Do core ne d siog it for nie. We eau hear
about iMr. Naxîse later, cau't ive, auntr' nith a
cliallen ging flashî of the eye.

"Ifyouîdou't inind," saýid Mn\f. Hartington,
ce 1 ould like to speak îwîc, dcar3Miss Foathen.

fen', beceuso-becausc non' ne are alone, anîd I
amo afraid I1îîîey have to givc soine pain. Later,
sonie oneo rumîglît drop iii, you kuon'."

"lOh, vory w'ell!" said Buci coîdly, resuming
lier saut axîd lier n'ork n'ttli an air of abstrac-
tion.

.)Ïlss lIugrain, %'huo lied gron'n a littie pale,
gave lier whlole attenîtion to thteir visiter. "Yes,"
said she, "ln'e have hed-that is, 1 have kiiown
some hittle tixue-that Mn. Neaves n'as thinking
of takinîg ill ioto partuership sooxi ; a geat
thîiîîg for hin, dear boy, so youug as lie is,' but
lie richly desei-vos it."

Ilartiogton looked et lieu' a moment, thon.
seid, with a hourst oU emotion :tIlYou kn' ow iv
inuchuI1 have aln'ays liked Neuise, andi I cm £0
gIrieved to have to tell you- I3y Jove ! lue
oughut to cornie and. tell you hîîîîîiself.''

Il Whttla tliere to teill ite ?'1 cried Miss Iii.
granm, iin a cliýaiigedj voice. Il Spaak ont et
once."0

Lulic Feetluerfen' laid don'%iî lier knitting.
"Yes, do prey speak ont, Mr. Ilartiiîgtoîi," sald

chue, lu e sort, steady tone. I e ahîould.itever
know n' ythuiug of Wrill's doiugs if you didn'It
tell tiu"-witlh a look et lieu chuolt.

"WuiIl1hy, lre's oiiganay out of the country,"cxclirîed Jlartinglon.
Oh, yes, lue' s writteîi toaiue about that, " ccid

Mýiss Ixîgrani,n'ith a rctortixg glaîxcoe t lieu'
ixiece.

IBuit 1e's goinîg an'ey in $Pite ofMr SNeaves'c

"ii.Noaves liasx îîot mado the ollen," inter-
rttd Miss Iîigranî ; Il hue does flot intenul to
maeoiL tihl the day aftex' to-niorron'-New.
Xea's"

Ohc01 yes, lie lias, thouîghu ; I happen to kiion
tiiet the mnatter of tito prtiership tvas pnoposed
to Neuse tItis veny vdayuud-end aftenn'and
Mn. Neaves n'itidrox iL,_ and N"alîse is to leave,
anîd ne thiîtk-tlîoy say et the office-that lie
inust have doue soinetlîiîg very, wrung ; tbat's
wluat's 'huispered et thue office."

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS. JUNE 30, 1883.

SWhiat's nhispored ?"' demnandeci Miss In-
grant. "I 1'eut to knon' every word about it,
Mn. -lartiuîgtou ; 1 want to kno xcctly n'lat
is.4aît."

"Il eIl, thet'e's beexu e good deal of tclk for
weeks brick. 'Namîse bias beout very gloomny snd
nibsent-inînded. and -non' tbey tbink thet ]ie's-
You knon' he's bad ail thuîîgs lu his on'n hîands
ia the Coi iti ig. monl."

IAh ?" gcsjxed Mrs. Iogrnn, Il you mean
that i.hty dere incinuate xîîyboy %weuld steal-
thîet's the plain Erîglish oU ihit yoti are tolling
mie. Aind yon-you Mr. Hantington, bis ohd
Uied-î'ou have thron beck their base lies lu
thein teetli 1'

Hartiug-toîî recoiled e little, cast don is
cyps, anti rennained pensively siheut.

Notir e ould have affected Miss Ingrerît more
thuan tItis air of disîîîterested regret. Slîe recalled
the note froin MnI. Neaves -couchîed, jodeed,
hike se rinuy oU uts prodecescons ; but coîtld ix.
perhaps have this heavy imeeniîg?

lThene vas a nustle of thte silver-gray silk.' Miss
luinhart l oUt lier ch air, eatd suuk onote kuee
et Hartingtoni's side, inid thene sile spoke, iin a
loîv, broken voîce -" Your silence is terrible. I
do not cau'c foi' n'hîat people rnay say %vho do not
arnd eau net kîton' my nepiien' ; but you, hic old
fric nd, ),on kîow lîini-obstiîcte, ltigh.spirited,
cuit %veywcnd, but trne as fine gold ; and if lie
lies iii haste, by soie accidient n'licb penliaps
Italsies lhriwnix.h uîforeceu consequexîccs, doue
atiythin.--iU ye ithave aiiy roasoti for the hor-
rible fear you give rue-" Sobs iîtternpted bier

1 tleadiitg ; slîe crept back teolber Chair, and cov-
ered lien- face n'ith lier bands.

At tiiet instant I'Ictixîgiton looketl up n'itii a
suddemî stant. Lubie Featber'eî haul come arouîîd
froxut the table anîd tekeu bhis baud lu au almnost
pon'erfixlly îex'vonc grîp. Siten'es qîtite pale,
lier voice ivas stcady and coU r.

'Corne, Mr. Hartington," seid she, -nd dreîv
hiru-is hiot flugers closing passionatel' eround
lier cold hîaxd-iuto a curtained necess.

Nov, cid Lulie, lu a voice that slîook a
little f'or thefibrst time thtat eveuuing, " %vliat bas
WiII doue, end lion' caii 'ehelp bina out of
it ?1'

I",tiss Featlierfeî-Liilie-you rmust let nie
say sornetlîiug else flrst. Nanse anîd I havc
becît Urieitds, but îve cr0 rivais, and ive cgneed to
give 'adi aLlipr a faix' field."

Oh, Mn. llcrtington, is this giviog bint c
fair field V' she inurnnuned, puttiîg lber free band
to lier eyes. r

The yorxg tuai breatlîed l'ast anîd beavily.
"Wait-hear me out. He lies doxe-I'm bouud

by soIent» oath net te tell wbat lie bias doue .
but-but if yoîî'l pr-omise nie thiat you'll be my
n'ife, I cuiand 1îvill dean ltim."

A shniver rau thurought bier, au. outburst cemred
on lier lips, but siec clecked it, îand pnecentby
said, "lCorne to-inorron' niglî t and 1 will ann'er
yon, but ithease beave nie îvith mv aunt tion'."
lIe dren' lier chose, and coveî'od lier ]îauds îvitli
kisses. Il Go i go et onuce 1" she gasped, n'idely
averting hierblead.0

WVheou the doon lied closed rupou hlîishe rau
eeross the roorn and locked iL, thon turrxed anîd
fluîîg hierself et AMiss Iîîgraîîî's foot, strcimxing lier
arnis arouxxd hier kuces, antu brokze otut in g'rief
se n'ild amnd pecciouato tiiet the older n'ornai n's
'nighiteited iiîto celurness.

011 OI, urt, do auything, everythîîng yon hike
to mec1ltI is cllrny fau.lt. P'm. the worct, thie
n'ickedest girl thte ver lived! Oh, n'ht eaci
\Vill have dloiteh Vhatever it is,. I drove lîim
to iL. Amdîti îis-this mam, bis frieîîd, %yilil help
him u t of it if l'il niarny Iin. Oh," hcughîing
n'ildly, "et course I1n'ill 1 He's inuchatno good
for mie ;but, oh1 hbate li 1 so. Ah, I couild
cîtt ny hîcnds off'!IA.nd 1 do love Wihi I I have
laved hima more and more, overy day, every
liotr, or'tItis n'icked tinte tîtat l've been se cruel
to hlm, and driven hînite despair 1"

Il'Tellinme hon' it cil happened, child," said
Miss Ingreni, puttîng lien ams kîndly round
tlue struggUling girl.

"Oh, it n'as ail my vile teuîpr-muy vile,
vile, heteful pnido. He didiî'i. like nie toen'eltz
îvith Mi'. Hartington, and n'hien I said I n'onhd,
bie geL angry, anti scid Liat-that; amy modest
girl n'ouhd kuon' ilstinctively that hoen'as flot
tce riglît sont oft'nite beso familier îvith. And

thoen 'lost My temper quite, sud I gave hit back
huis ring, arud told hlm. 1 hoped ho'ld find e girl

1rnodest uogh to bc Mrs. Nanso soite d'ay.
And I kîton' i'Iarringtoa îvas looking ou, £0
1 spoke up loud te o x Vii the mono, and dieu
i n'ent oh' eatd danced evony round lance with
Mr. I-arririgtxil. But tluat's nlot the svorst"-
pusbiug back lier locened hein f rein lier flushted
ivet face. IlTheo îext day ivili carne-youn e-
memiben, for it n'as thon hoe senit for lus things

7aîvay iront hîere-cîîd lue spoke so kiadly, aid
bogged ine to forgîve Itir, arud saint I lied mcde
h111t1so jeaîoîxs lie coîîldmmt hîelp hinîcoîf ; and
theil lie tripd te put tlîe ring ou n y hîand egtain;
but I1n'ouldn't lot hrim, amîd I Iaugied aud iold

LItini ta keep it for- the ft'uturo Mirs. Nense ; thuat
I tbouglit Mn. Ilarrnimgton could fiud e ring thet
n'ould doûn'ell eîîougli for nte."

Il OIt,'hoiv coîîld you 1" cried Miss Itîgnam,
dren'ixig back c littho. She could liot holp re-
soatirîg this for lier uiephen'. But Lulie cauglît
imer hîauds and sobbed ont :
doIf ivon n'ore only in love younsehf, you'd un-
destaiid bon' cgirl conid hocen'l'ully n'ickod and

yet n'ant ta ho good ail LIme tinte, nud-and n'isb
somuebody n'ould Muaniage lien and urake lier bc.
bave. If lie'd o11Y kopt the ring in lus baud 0one
inîstant longer I sbould have suatchod iL coul

1kissed it hefore bis eyos, and if ho lied onhy
ivaitod a Mtomrent 1 sould have got aver My
wicked pnide anti thrown "'îy arnis crouîîd him ;


