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we could say to the people from Iceland, from other
European States, and to the poor of our own kindred who
daily reach our shores: 'Here is a é ountry where the poor
man may at once locate, make a living, and in time carve
out an honest independence.' The promoters of those
lines of railiroad ought to be generously supported. The
people of Ontario will stand by any Government granting
subsidies, large in proportion to the wants of those enter-
prises, and to ihe importance of tbei- eat ily success and
the general public interests of the Province; and we ven-
ture to say they will disapprove of any party who, in this
regai d, fail to c me up to the measure of their public
duty. Our railway policy has added vastly to the wealth
and prosperity of the country. The question -f the iour
ought to be railway extension northward. Not a mile of
road has yet penetrated any of our Free Grant Lands,
though this was one, if not the primary, object in view in
the creation of a r. ilway fund.'

A work of such importance wdl doubtless not be long
delayed. It is to be hoped, too, that the Dominion and
Ontario Governments will complete the good work they
have begun, by taking measures for making known in
Iceland the inducements we h ive to offer to the intending
emigrant, and thus securing our share of the national
emigration.

T'HE HISTORY OF lTHE WEEK.

Nothing of any generai importance has occurred in the
Dominion within the past week. The Governor-Gejeral,
with Lady DUFFERIN and suite, left Ottawa for a fortnight's
visit to New York, where they have been received with
all the respect betitting th'-ir char.acter and position. A
New York paper regrets that the Municipality is so con-
stituted that an appropriate public greeting was not ten-
dered to their Exceulencies. Major-General O'GRADY HALY,
Commander of the Forcee, was sworn in at Halifax as At-
ministrator during the absene of the Govt rnor-Genera'.
Major-General SELBY SMYTH has arrived by ! he ' Hiber-
nian," and proceeded diiectly to the cal ital, where he
was duly installed as Adjutant Gneral and G mnwriind-
ant of the Militi., Foi ces of the Dominion. The irial of
LEPiNE ihas been going on at Fort Gari y, and niatur.lly
attracts a great deal of ati ention throughout the country.

li the United States, the incident of the moet salent
interest is the electior:s which took place in several of the
most prominent Western States. While Iowa, Kansas,
and some of the Territories returned Republican candi-
dates, Ohio and Indiana went Democratic, the foi-mer by
25,000 and the latter by 15,000 majority. This result is
rega. ded as likely to influence the forthcoming ele. tion
in New York, wheîe SA3iuEr- L. TILDEN, Lemoe-a-'. and
JoaN A.Dix, Republican, repectivt ly preseet their ci. is.
The agitation in the South is reported to ha% e been grosely
exaggerated. The White Leagues are not so blood-thirsty
or lawlesi as they were pictured. The war of races is
not so imminent as was expected. In Louisiaùa, more
particularly, the spiit of compromise apkears likely to
prevail, both KELLoGG and McENERY manifesting a desire
to have their dispute settled by arbitration.

Great Britain duriug the week has been quiescent.
Proiinent public men aie going the usual autumn
rounds, addressing their constituents on the chief topics
of the day. Business is said to be fairly ac.ive, and the
prospects for the winter are not unfavourable. On the
15th, the Duchess of EDirBUuion was safely delivet ed of a
son. The mother and child are doing wtll, and the Czar.
ina arrived from Russia just in time to assist her daughter
at the trying hour. STALEY, who lately started flom
London on his new ex4edit.on into Africa, has arrived at
Zanzibar, where the Sultan accorded him a recep iîin.
Intelligence has just reach- d London that, on the 30th
September, the Fiji Islands were unconditionaliy eded
to Great Britain by their king.

A number of elections for vacaut seats m ithe Nationl
Asbenibly have taken place in France, the general result
of which is favourable to the Republicans. M. TmEus is
mîakîng a tour in Italy. ln severa.l speeches made by
him, the distinguished statesman expressed is confidenc~e
in the ultimate triumph and permanence cf the Re-
public.

Thle VON AaRNIM case is still absor-bîng attent.on, aþoi e
every other event, in Giermnany. The. Count is he.d in
strict confinement, and rigoroeusly excluded fr-om all com-
mnunication with the outer wor'ld. The reali cause t-f the
difficulty is noet yet positively known, but it. mu- t-ces-
saîily be something very serious, else the~ everity exer-
cised against the inîvalid prisoner' would be simp>ly g a-
tuitous cruelty. 'lie trial is announced 1or becember.
An election fer a memuber et' the Germian Parliaîmeut was
hel-d ini a Westphalia town ohi the 15tha inst. The con-
test was betweenî a Progr'essist and an UJltramiontanie, a..d
r'esulted ini the success et' the former-.

About a week ago, the news fromu Sp.ain pointed to a
gradual disruption of the forces under DON CARLos, and
the triumph of the Republican cause on the north of the
Ebro. But later intelligence is not so clear on this head,
and at t.e present writing, it is impossible to tell what
the next move in the civil war will be. There is consider-
able excitement over the report that CEciL BUcKLAND, a
correspondent of the New York Ti, es, who was on hiS way
to the Carlist head-quarters, and Faiuois JERRARD, a repre-
sentative of the English Carlist Committee, have been
assassinated. Those two gentlemen started from Irun on
the 18th inst., since which time nothi g has been heard
of themand as two Englishmen are said to have been
shot by the Republicans, it is believed that BUcKLAND and
JERRARiD are the persons referred to. The correspond isce
between Washingon and Madrid relative to the "Vir-
ginius " case still continues, but with no prcspect of a
settlement by that means. It is, therefore, probable that
the American claims for indemnity will become the sub.
ject of arbitration, according to the terms of Mr Fisa's
pròtocol. Permission has been graited ALPHoNsO, Prinice
of the Asturias, and son of the ex-Queen IsABELLA, to
study at Sandhurst.

The news from tihe Argentine Confederation continuts
warlike. The insurgent leaders have joined General
MitRE; several vessels of the navy have gone Over to the
insurgenté, and the Argentine Government has requested
the authorities at Monte Video to prohibit enlibtnents
and the export of arma for the rebel forces.

Mexico has enjoyed a period of repose under the wise
administration of President LEao. But now that his
term of office has expired, and new elections are about to
-ake place, symptoms of trouble are rising above the
surface.

"I shall then--" said Alnasbhar, but just as Alnaschar
was in the act of spwning his wife and relations, that
wei e to be, he kicked over his crockery basket, and there
was ;in end to his dreams of future greatness. We Cana-
dians are not by any means averse to indulging in day
1reamas of future greatness which may or may not share
the fate of Alnaschar's. Just now some of the Western
papers are building up astonishing castles in the air apro-
pos of the cession of the 50,000 miles of territory acquired
from the Cree and Salteaux Indians by the recent Qu'Ap-
pelle treaty. There can be no question as to the desira-
bility of the acquisition, but its present importance hardly
warrants the supposition put forward by a Toronto paper
that "in addition to the portion which will no doubt be
attached to Manitoba, a new pi ovince, bt aring the name
of Saskatchewan, will soon be created out of it." This is
taking time by the forelock with a vengeance. Before
we begin to talk of forming new provinces it will be well
to do something with those we have. Manitoba la only
thinly populated as yet, and the older provinces, the
back regions of which are but sparsely settled, offer more
au ple inducements to intending colonists than the wild
an.d almost unexplored North-west. Nhen the popula-
tion of Manitoba shall have increased some tenfold, and
the limita of the province have been extended, it will be
tiu.e enough to talk of creating another pr6vince. Until
then the Lieutenant-Goç ernor of Saskatchewan might ex-
claim, with ALEXANDER SELKIRK,

"I am monairch of ail I survey,
My right there ta none to dispute."

The London Time has had one of its good-natured titi
lately and patronizingly pats Canada on the back. We are
how told that "it is impossible to take a gloomy view of
the future of a country in which vast naturl -resources are
being developed by an energetie population proud of
their opportunities and determined to make the most of
thei." Itisnot so verylong ago that the Thunderer could
not for the life of it see wherein lay these vast >atural op-
pot t..nities. Canada was a vast waste, whose principal
productions were millicns cf acres cf snow and impene-
trable forests of pine trees among whichi its inhabitants
eked eut a precarious existence. Now ail li coaleur de rosa.
Now, " nothing can be more satisactory than tise develop.
ment of material resourees, tise accumulation cf capital,
tise growth cf new activities industrial- and intellectual,
and thse corresponding elevation cf tise people ini menta-l
culture and in moral toise." Whsence comnes the change
of opinion? We fear thse editor has finally become ashamed
of' thse ignorance cf Canadian mnatters displayed in tise
Tmeis and lias set one cf lis subordinates te read up our
blue books. The following passage seemas te warrant tise
supposition. " The trade statistics, as shown in thse Cus.
toms Returns both cf the Mother Country and cf the Co-
lonies, are indisputable testimony, and this branchof the
subject lias acquir-ed a special interest from the proposed
renîewal cf thse Tîeaty cf Reeiprocity between thse Demi-
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nion and the United States." We fear such careful en-
quiry into Canadien matters is too good to last. Another
change of weather and the wind will be ' lin the east."'

In speaking of Canadian Mechanics' Institutes and
Literary Societies we omitted in our last number to draw
attention to a novel feature lately introduced by the
Ottawa Literary Society, viz., the establithment of practi-
cal classes during the coming winter, for the gratuitous
instruction of met hanics in arithmetic, book keeping.
etc. This a step in the right direction and oi.e that re-
flects the greasest credit upon the council of the Society.
It is thi reby doing a real benefit to the cause of education
and we sincerely hope that its good example will be fol-
lowed throughout the country by kindred societies that
' mean business.' There are hundreds of' pai tially educ-
ated nien who would gladly seize such an opportunity of
increa-.ing their stock of learning and improving their
mental culture. The harvest is indeed plenteous, but
the labourers are few. A little self denial on the part of
members of literary socit-ties in our cities and larg r
towns would be fully al.pi eciated by the working-men,
nd the result could not fail to be satistactory.

In the inteà est of a long suffering public-of the inule
persuasion-we would respectfully suggest to the lesbees
and managers of theatres and opera houses that measures
should be at once taken to lessen the nuissnce of the
towering feminine head-gear now in v(gue. It is no easy
matter to concentrate OLe's attention upon a pe lorm.
once of which only a limited and constantly changing
view may be ohtained from a pair of feminine heads
decked out in holiday panoply of rats, mice, braids, fri-
settes and ringlets, the whole overtopped with a broad
brimmed, sugar-loaf hat, and feather to correspond. The
nuisance might easily be abated by arranging the seats
of the parquette in tiers, and by insisting upon full dress
in this part of the houte. Until the latest fashions iD
hair-dressing-which absolutely forbid the three-story
style of architecture -reach this part of the world, it is

hopeless to look for any help in this matter except from
the authorities of the 'house.'

There is an old saying applied to a man who has copi-
ously imbibed, which represents him as having swallowed
enough to float a seventy-four, i. Ce. a 74 gun ship.
According to a Pittsburg contemporary the Dominion
Government is about to turn to account the appetite of
Canadian imbibera to a similar purpose. "Canada," says
the journal in question, " proposes to utilize the appetite
of its people for stimulants in a somewhat novel way, by
setting apart the distillery revenues of the Dominion,
amounting to about three millions of dollars a year, is
an annual fund to detray the expense of enlarging the
Canadian canals sufficiently to float the average bize of

sea going vessels." This is certainly news of home from
abroad. The enlargement of the canals by this means
would be a queer achievement for whiskey to effect, but
what would the Temperance Societies say to its being im-
pressed in this manner into the public service.

The portrait of the lion. WILLIAM Ross which appeared
in a late number of the NEwa has provoked a certain
amount of criticism of a novel sort. As usual the critics
are divided in their opinions. The Toronto Sun says
that it ia satistactory in every way but one-the neck-tie
is not drawn tight enough. Forcibly, but pleasantly put.
The lalifax Express, on the other h-nd, declares that it
is outrageously flattering, and that Mr. Ross should at
once forward us a thousand dollars. To the latter propo-
sitioil we have no objection whatever to offer. We would
also be happy to insert the portrait-outrageously flat-
tered--of the editor of the Express, on the same termis.
The portrait of Mr. Ross was copied in pen and ink froim
an ordinary cabinet phoctographi-thse original drawing,
four times tise size cf tise cut, being reduced by phiotc-
graphiy te tise size required.

M.r. Justice BURON is te be congratulated. lu p.ro-
ncuncing sentence lu tise Mail libel case lie depiored tise
frequency cf libellous attacks in the newspapers, and de-
clared isi intention cf inflicting, in suchi cases as may bie
broug lit befote him lu tise future, imprisonment in lieu et'
or un addition te a fine, whsen tise libel is brought home
personally te tise accused. Tise party journ.ls wdll lihec-
forth have te be more careful in their statemients and
language, or to imitate tise Continental papers thiat are
represented in suchi cases by a '•prison editer," whose
duty is te be persenally respoumible foi' infraction of the
law.


