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SOME TALES OF QUAINT COACHES.

A great many years ago, fifty at the least, writes a corres-
pondent of Land and Water, there was a coach from Alton to
London, called "' The Flying Machine," which the prospectus,or bill, stated would run, "God Willing," on such and such
days. It was owned, and sometimes driven, by a person
named Collier, who one day informed a friend of mine, for
whom hbe always kept the box-seat, when he was duly advisedthat he should have his company, that he had ail his life beentrying to run over a duck, but had not been able to accom-
plish that feat of Jehuship. He had more than once managed
to pin one, as it were, by the tail, but somehow or other the
creature invariably contrived to waddle off unhurt, with theloss of a few feathers.

And apropos of coaches, did you ever hear of Sir William
Chambers's bill for the design of the Royal State Coach? Itwas at first actually £8,000, but fortunately it was taxed, andreduced to nearly £500. Walpole's description of it is rather
quaint : "a beautiful object crowded with improprieties."
Sir William was a good architect, certainly, witness Somerset
House, but the palm trees in the state coach, or rather on it,are a trille too Oriental. He was not designed by nature for
a coach-builder. Then there was Moore's invention of large
wheels, and the attention bis curious coach attracted when hewent in it with five friends to Richmond, and was presented
te old George the Third. The body of Moore's coach was, by
all accounts, like that of an ordinary one reversed-hung be-
tween two high wheels fine feet and a half in diameter. The
passengers sat sideways in it.

One of the best purposes which Moore put his inventive
powers at work on was trying to improve the condition oftraffic horses. He made a cart on two wheels to convey coalsin about London, and took, with two horses, twenty-two sacksof coals from a wharf in Thames-street to his own house inCheapside, repeating the journey four successive times in oneday. The weele of this cart were fifteen feet nigh. Althese inventions were thought very wonderful in those daysbut lithe presenthwe are Weil aware that a carnage of anysort witli higli wheels will run more easily than one with
small.

There was a great outcry raised in London against hack-coaches at first. All the shopkeepers were up in arme; theysaid these coaches deprived them of custom, for when peoplewalked through the streets they often looked in at the wares
through the shop windows and -were tempted to make pur-chases, but these horrid coaches whisked them by in a second.t

"Caroches, coaches, jades, and Flanders mares,
Do rob us of our shares, our wares, our rares;
Against the ground we stand and knock our heels,
Whilst ail the profit runs away on wheels."

Taylor, the poetical waterman wrote a satire, entitledd TheWorld Runs on Wheels," and compared the coaches in London
to an "infernal swarm of trade-spoilers who, like grasshoppers 1and caterpillars of Egypt, overrun the land and prevent water-
men from getting a living on water." The old-fashioned citi-zens also complained of the noise these new coaches made.
What would they say now to the tide of carriages and cabe'aomnibuses and waggons, in parts of the city, if a dozen ormore hack-coaches and a few private ones were deemed todmake such a clatter in the streets, "shaking," as one writer
has it, " the basements, and making such a confused row as ifall the devils were at barley-break," and then says, "It dothsour wine, beer, and ale most abomiuably, to the impairing of tthe health of those that drink it." Preachers also railed against ucoaches, because the noise prevented their congregations from o
hearing the sermons they preached, but in spite of all Captain ABailey's four hackney coaches increased rapidly. He began iin 1634, and in 1637 the law interfered to prevent a greater 1number than fifty; in 1652, 200 were allowed, and so on until e
the year 1771, when their number was 1,000.

Baiiey was an old sea-captain, and hi. firet hack-stand was p
at the Maypole, in the Strand. He put hie drivers in aiverysand gave tliem his orders at what rate te carry people into p
all parte ofLondon, where they were to be found ail day at o
stated times. Other coaches, which were at that time muc
more expensive, lowered their charges, and their owners sent 
their drivers te the same place as Bailey's men, so in a very pshort time the cab-stands became known as a London insti- ttution.

d
PASTA AT HOME.

An account le given inI" Lippincott's " of a visit to Pasta inn1860, when she was nearly sixty-two, from which the follow-ing is taken :-" It was nearly noon when we reached our des- htination. The villa, or, rather, the villas of Pasta-for thereare threc of them-are agreeably situated on the right bank
of the lake. They are surrounded by handsome gardens,
neatly cultivated, and, as usual in the mountainous part ofItaly, constructed on artificial terraces. You enter by agate lopening on to the lake, and then pass into a little wood fra- t
grant with the odour of the pretty white and pink cyclamen. tThe first villa used to be rented to strangers; the second wasG
a kind ot oratory, and, I believe, also the residence of a priest; .a
the third house was that inhabited by the signora. As we mei
no one to inform us to which of the houses we were, to direct
our steps, we ventured to knock first at the~ oratory. At our hsummons a head was thrust out of an upper window, and we swere informed that the padrona was lu the garden indicated, eand soon reachied a kind of plateau, planted with nectarine' i~trees, heavily laden with fruit. Beneath them were gathiered aive peasant women, picking up he 4elicious products and w

teMilaneut di g baets. Iaed one of these women in snese dalect if the 'adcora padrona' (the lady-mis- stress) was in. She I questioned was of medium heighit, ra-.ther stout, and arrayed in an old checked cotton gown, a white cjacket, and a wide, coarse straw hat. She wore no stockings on ulier feet, which were thrust inte those ancrent, heelless wooden .Aslioes, called broccole in Italian, which were as common in the pdays of Pliny as they are now. She held a long pole in lier o
liand, with whicli she was engaged in knockin down the nec- bterines. ' La son mi la padrona ' (' I am the mitre') anLswered she. At this unexpected answer Miss Vauianes an- It
were both dumfounded. Could this comn s.l aulg oan con- h

trhwoee bied Pta tli famou Da, he greatest lyric actress e
tha evrlvd e produce our letters, the signora read h
tem, and tlien wiping her tingers, wet wvith fruit-juice, step o

ped forward to greet us pleasantly. She apologized for hercostume, said she was ain the country and loved te ive san
gêne, and, te break the ice completely, offered us some ofaiernectarines, which ceemed to me the f nest I ud ever tasted.Then she invited us to breakfast and led us within. Havingintroduced us into the salon, she begged us te amuse ourselvesas best we could whilst she went to change ier dress oadding,with a laugh, as she glanced at lier broccole, and put on a
pair of stockings. You English people,, she went on, calthis kind of costume "lshocking.' I remenber when I wasin London, noticing how young ladies, and old ones, teo, usedto bare their necks very low-so very low that I used te thinkit " shocking." ' It was aauuing te notice sow clearly she
pronounced the word 'shocking,' whichtie populear mongstforeigners. Pasta spoke always in Italian, with a very pure
accent and muc grace, but in a voice unusually harsh and
loud for a woman.-

THE LITERARY WORLD.
There is a prospect that a complete concordance to Pope'spoems will be published.
Mr. Dion Boucicault has written a comic sketchàof his jour-

ney across the American Continent.
The autobiography of the late John Stuart Mill as beentranslated into French by M. E. Cazelles.
A rumour is current in London that "one of the chief Eng-lish poets' las written a historical tragedy.
.In the July number of The Atlantic is to appear the first In-stalment of Mr. Howell'e new novel of Italien life.
Mark Twain having paid two very brief visits to England,le writing an account of the manners and customs of the

English.
A new publication on the principle of the Revue des DeuxMondes, to take a similar place in German literature, is aboutte be issued in Berlin.

The family of the late Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel-havedetermined not to authorize the compiling of any biographyof their departed relative.
The finished manuscripts left by Mr. John Stuart Mill, deal-

ing with "lTheism " and "Nature," are now passing throughthe press, and will be shortly issued by Messrs. Longman.
A volume by Mr. Tom Taylor, illustrative 'f the history ofLeicester Square and of its royal, artistic, literary, and eccen-

tric inhabitants, will, it is expected, make its appearance
before long.

The venerable Charles Cowden Clarke, now In lis eighty-teixth year, will publish presently in the equally venerable
Oentleman's Magqazine an account ofhbis friendship with Dickens,whicl was Intimate and characteridtic of boti tmn.

Gerald Massey stated at his last lecture in the States-att
Boston-that he had gathered in some 1500 sequin-let us
gay $3,000-by his talks in America, most of them on spir-ituahiam. He returns to England lu a cheery state of mind. t

Mr. Bellew will probably be incapacitated from resuming
any active occupation, and the appeal signed by Wilkie Col-
ins, Edmund Yaétes, George Augustus Sala, and others, isdestined te establish a fund which will place him beyond ac.ual want for the remainder of hislife.

Edmund Yates, who is at present in Southern France forhe materials of a French story, has in prese a novel founded
upon his last year's studies in the Lotos and Arcadian clubs sof New York, which, says the Daily Graphic, is aid to treat
American journalistic and literary characters with that charm-
ng freedom from social restraint and accurate information rwhich je so characteristic of the criticisms of our average for-
eign visiter.

The American Canadian is the title of a new pepen to Ifs
sublihed in the city of Boston. lu the prospectus it is stated t

thi8 enterpnise contemplates e8peciepy the benefit of the ppeople of the Provinces and of the Republic, in al their director indirect mutual relations. Ite ambition is to furnish bothwith a recognized representative juurnal, calculated te pro- cmote closer acquaintance and attachment, unity of action and hprogress, and reciprocal forbearance and respect between 14hem.
The nuns of the Convent of the Visitation at Nancy have ediscovered a number of manuscript sermons by Bossuet, which r

"ave neyer been published. Tey were left i the eaid con- g
vent by the greet preacher himself when lie visited it, and phave never been touched since. The MS. le now in the hands eof Colonel Ferval, and will ere long be made public. Among
many interesting documents it contains all the letters ad- slressed by Bossuet to the famous Duchess de Vallière upon G

Ter conversion. T
The Khedive of Egypt le now, according to a correspondent >-'f the Deutche Allgemeine Zeitung, collecting the treasures of v

Arabic literature scattered throughout his dominions into a
ibrary at Cairo, and has already enriched this foundation by
hirty most valuable copies of the Koran, chiefly taken from i
he local mosques. One of these copies, that of the learned t
'raafar, le the oldest known. It dates from about A.D. 720,
nd is written on the skin of gazelles, in Cufic characters, and
n colours, black, red, and gold.
The new Shakespeare Society, whichi already numbers threeLundred members, ls anxious te raise these te five hundred, a

ubscriptions to thet amount wouldl cover their necessar
xpenses. The fi rst part of the society's transactions will byessued by the end of the month. Tbe will consist of tbe pae clready read, a table of the quarto editions of -Shakspeare' di
rorks, the firet two quartos of ''Romeo and Juliet," euggestive titerres from which lie wrote hie plays, and a8ISaksare allu- i[on book, te point the sources of hie quotations. W
It is said that Mn. Gladstone is et work upon selhistn. 'n

ah, semi-critical account of the Greek drpae -ehtvol- v
mes, a subject that lie lia lied le hie mm raman yeige. vo-1

ne uon he bject from the right honorable gentleman'8 p
en letos pubhsed lu a few days, or rathier from the peu '.
f hi. secretary, for Mr. Gladstone rarely writes anything with c5is own hiand, hie gift of spontaneous composition, like Mr. s~owe's, amounating to improvisation, and this treatise uponhhre Greek drama 1s dictated from a few notes to a staff of short-e
and writers, who pay the righit honourable gentleman a visit ~
very morning for a couple oflhours, and take tuns as thiey do în the gallery, passing on their MS. to th printer et the e I a
f the day. peen s

The original MS. of Dickens' "Our Mutual Friend" was
purchased a few days ago of Messrs. Scribner, Armstrong & Co.
(to whom It had been sent for sale) by Mr. George W. Childe,of Philadelphia. It is written with blue ink on blue paper'about 8 by 9 inches in size. These sheets are pasted uponwhite paper, and bound up into two thick quarto volumes.The handwriting is rapid, the lines are crowded together and
the pages are filled with interlineations. The whole is pre-faced by the skeleton pages where Dickens has sketched out
hie plans, fe evidently followed the curlous plan of ques-tioning and answering himself on paper, as at the head of oneof these skeletons we find : 'Bella-three chapters? Yes.'Farther down he writes down the name of another characterand queries whether he shall dispose of it In a certain manner-then subjoins a curt '1No,' as if disapproving his own
original plan. This is the only manuscaipt orvDickens notowned by his biographer, Mr. John Forster. The price paidfor it was $l,250.

DRAMATIC GOSSIP

"Single Play Albery " is what the H>raet calle the author of"Two Roses."

Dumas's "L'Ami des FemmesI" has been revIved at theGymnase, Paris.
Victorien Sardou's "Les Prés St. Gervals" la said to be beingset as an opera bouffe by Lecocq.
A new drama, founded on the Tichborne case, and entltleddo L'Affaire TIchborne" llain preparation at the Cluny, Paris.
Mlle. Krauss has had to prove that she ls an Austrian in orderto be accepted at the French Opera, so flercely does Germano-

phobia rage in Paris.
" Le Sphynx" has been produced at the Prlucess's, London,by the French company now playing there. Mile. Favart sus-tains the leading rôle.
Madame Laurent, a "fine actress with Ristori-like passionand Celeste's majestic style of beauty," lias been appearing InFrench plays in London.
Ristori ls expected in this continent next fat. She bas beenremarkably successful In London, and shows no diminution ofher wonderful powers of acting.
The Khedive of Egypt le said to have asked Wagner for anopera on an Egyptian subject. The Prophet-perhaps reme m-bering Moses--has not yet replied.
Mr. A. Thompson la preparing an extravaganza, "The Adven-tures of Telemachus," for the Court Theatre, In which a leadngpart will be taken by Miss Nellie Moore.

Cepoul ls mentloned as llkely te lie engaed as e star et theParl Chàtelet, which la to be tunned lie an opere bouse forthe production of another opera of Litolff.
Prime Donne are expensive people to be ill. Nilsson, for i-stance, says she cannot be sick a day without. occasioning a lonsto herself and her managers of at least $1,000.
An adaptation of Bronson Howard's diSaratoga," made byFrank Marshall, the author of " New Year's Eve," was dennoun-ced as in preparation at the Court Theatre, London.

I Ion owdefnately fIxed that M. Lecoeq's new opera bouffe,
Grofié GIrofleT," wla be produced la London In September at
ie Philharinouic Theatre. It wil be sug lu Eniglis.
Theo and Judic, the reigning Parisian favourites, are soon to

Ippear Il the same pice together, and a gushing writer says6t wll be like joning tie morning and evening stars."
It la remarked that the only three artistes who have sung theôle of OpheUa lu Thomas's "Hamlet" at the Paris Opera-Miles. Nileson, Saiss, and Devries-have recently married.
An actor named Stephens, who broke one of bis legs recently

a taking the sensation leap lu Misa Braddon's Genevieve," t
bhe Alexandra Theatre, Liverpool, may have te rehinqulel bisprofession lu consequence of the accident.
Albery's new comedy of 46PrideIs said to be built upon aound and interesting foundation, but marred, as so many of bisther pro lactions are, by bis suddenly altering bis designjusi, asris characters have obtained a firm hold on attention. The dia-

ogue le pronounced charming.
"Orphée aux Enfers" having attained it hundredth repre-entation at the Gaîté, Paris, M. Offenbach, who is both the di-

recter of thre theatre and tbe enthrrof thre piece, bas gîven erand supper totie artistes et tir Grand °otel. Tey lu nar
presenisd hlm. witir e crown of goid, on whlcb their namnes werengraved.

The Grand English Opera Comblnatibu have arranged for a

eason f from eght ttooen performances at the Horticultural
Glardens, Toronto, commencîng on or about the 8tir of Jane.'he stage wlil be enlarged, and new scenery fitted up. The re-
ertoire will consist of Balfe's "Bohemian Girl," Verdi's 6Tro-
atore," Wallace's "Maritana," A.uber's " Fra Diavolo," Flotow's
Martha," Bellini' "Sonnambula," and Gaunod's idFaust."
The following table of receipts will show that, notwlthstand-

ng recent events In France, the Parisiens have notlsttir
rse for theatre,:-

1869. 1873.
Palais Royal . . 759,000 fr. 930,000 fr.
Châtelet . . . . . 599,000 fr. 941,000 fr.

Vaudeville . . .. 456,000 fr. 624,000 fr.
V arletes.... ... 810,000fr. 1.027,000 fr.
Oînadia Française .995,000 fr. 1,360 000 fr.

pr.... .. .. 1,639,000 rr. 1,758,000 fr.
A writer lu Macmaulan's Magazine says: " I once witnessed e
iriouseximpe eeft t almost morbd conîscientiousnessof Men.

ons. On. evening I came aie is romrfectfonrof hl ioos-
g so beated and lu sucen a feverishr stata of exciitemeni tiret Ias frightened. •'Wha's tire matter with you ?' I called eut.T'nere I [rave been sitting for the Ir-t four heure,' hie said, 'itry-g to altir a fe w bars lu a song (ht was a quartet for men'soices) aud I can't do it.' He had made twenty different ven-ons, the gre ster aumber of wkili would bave aatlsfied mosteople. ' What you could net do to-day ln four heurs,' saihd 1,you will be able t.o do to-morrow lu as many minutes.' lHealmed down by degrees, and w. got liet suchr earnst couver-.tioa that I stayedl with hlm tîlI a late hour. Next day I found.m ha unusually good spirits, and he raid te me, ' Yesierday
rening whren yen were gons I was so excited that It was ne use

Ialg of slee p, se ai lest I composed a little hunting-aong,
hicrdI muet play yen et once.' Hie set down te the piano; andhrer the song, wilch bas shnce delghted hundreds and [hou-nds 0f people, namely, Elihendorf's 'Sel gegrusit du schooner~ald .' I haîled Il wib joyfal sur prise."


