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' CRITICISM AND PERSONALITY.

“ Cesar and Pompey very much alike, ’spe-:

L cially Pompey.” . .

This is truly a most ungrateful world!
In our Iast number wo charitably assum-
‘ed the office of monitor, and in a spirit of
baternal discipline endeavoured to correct
the style of one .of the talented young
gentlemen,” who contridutes to ihe co-
Jumns of the Quebee Mercury. Swarting
under the reproof, the naughty boy, and
his companion on the same  Jorm,, not only
call us names, which we don’t mind, but
tell f£bs, for which he and his chum de-
serve a whipping, which we administer
accordingly. :

We have examined the article com-
Dlained of, (that headed style in the last
number of the Mititary Gazette, and we
fail to perceive the personalities of which
the Mercury complains. Bantering eri-
ticis is not personality. 1f a “member
of an honorable and Jliberal profession,
the son of an Engiish barrister, the grand-
son of a Uolonel in the Euglish army,
whose family long resident in Lower Ca-
nada, has for four generations held offices
of high honor under the British Crown,”
or even if “the Light of the world, the
Brother of the Sun, and Cousin of the
Moon,” will condescend to contribute edi-
torially, with vast pretension, he must
also condescend to write Grammar, If
Wwe are compelled now to introduce them,
it is because we have no other way of
repelling statements which are absolutely
false, which Mr. G- T, Cary, the Bditor ¢
of the Mercury, knows to be 80, and which
would imply that Mr. Kirk, the Editor of
the Military Gazette, had refused an of-
fer of the “‘usnal satisfaction ” made by
any gentleman of Quebec,

'We presume that Mr. @ T. Cary al-
ludes to'a circumstance which occur-
red some time ago, when a Mr, J. Henry
Willan, in ‘a brutal state of intoxication
accosted Mr. Kirk in the street graci-
ously intimating, «I would shoot you
like a dog.” Mr. G. . Cary and his
contributing associate, may consider this
an offer of the “ usual satisfaction ” for
ansult ; but Mr. Kirk cannot recognize the
possibility of any insulz being offered to
him by such an individual, though he may
bea “member of an honorable and liberal
Profession, the son of an Inglish barrister,
the grandson of a Colenel in the English
army, whose family long resident in

Lower Canada has for four generations .

held offices of liigh Lonor under the Bri-
tish Crown,” as well might the Mercury
twit those who declined to honor with the
“usual satisfaction,” ihe Lord de Ros,
the promier Bunon of Eugland who, con-
victed of having practised at cards the
trick called “ sauter Ie coup,” wasignomi-
niously expelled from his club, Even
were this Mr, John Ifenry Willan a suit-
able object for the “ usual satisfaction
of a gentleman, it by no means follows
that “ satisfaction » should be granted to
hm} in a perfectly groundless quarrel,
which as Mr, XKirk has before said, might
with equal propriety have been fixed on
His Lordship the Bishop of Quebee, or
Monseigneur I drchevégue. Bub that he
Is not so, is proved by the fact that {he
Inan is not recognized by any of his fami-
lv, and that sneaking and worthiless fellow
Mr. G. ' Cary is Limself Mr. Kirl’s an-
thority for saying that he is « the great-
est ruffian in Quebee,” In fact My
Kirk’s knowledge of the man’s character is
almost entirely derived from the informa-
tion of Mr. G. T. Cary, for he has had no
relations with him vrhiel could pive an
insight into character. And it there be
any ‘mistake as to his connection with
the Morning Chronicle of Quebee, the
fauly isnot Mr. Kirk’s, bhut Mr, G. T,
Cary’s, who Zimself informed M. Xirk,
(then what Mr. Cary calls a contributor
to the Mercury Newspaper) that he be-

lieved Mr. John Henry Willan to be the
writer of the article in that paper, which,
besides libelling Mr. Kirk most grossly,
stigmatized Mr. G. TI. Cary as a Nin
compoop.’ ’

“We are anthorised to say that the
gentleman referred to never had any con-
nection with the Clronicle”” does the Mer-
cury mean by that that he did not contri-

bute to the Chronicle ? for if so it utters
an impudent lie. : .

“Itisnot surprising tofind personalities
of this kind forming the staple of a print
whse prospectus promised an avoidance
of that sin, and read a lecture to the
press of Canada which some strangers
appealing to the patronage of the commu-
nity would have thought it more modest
and more graceful to suppress.”

‘We accept no reproach under this head.
The licentiousness of the Press of Cana-
da is no new theme. It has been con-
stantly descanted on by writers in and out
of Canada, whether or not helonging to
the Press. Hach newspaper as it has

started in Quehec, has touched the sub-'

jeet in a similar strain, for every one re-
cognizes and deplores the disgraceful po-
sition occupied by the English portion of
the Press of this city, a degraded position
and character almost entirely attributable
to the * talented young gentlemen ” who
formed the vilest clique of literary scrib-
blers and slanderers which has ever dis-
graced the newspaper literature of any
community.

That the main author of all this, the
prime mover in everything scandalous
dialolical and disgusting in the press of
Quebec should be permitted to bo o con-
tributor to the editorial columns of the
Quebec Mercury, a paper which, owing
entirely to its former respectability, cir-
culates among so many families in this
city, is a gross outrage on public decency
an insult to the virtnous feelings of its
inhabitants. M. G. L\ Cuary may himself
be lost to all sense of self respect, but: as

- the proprictor of a public print he has no

right to intrude on its readers the lucu-
brations of a man who at this instant
stands charged in the Law Courts with
the utterance of a libel of a most atroei-
ous and cowardly chararacter against his
own Uncle! :

“We hold it to be quite intolerable that
we should be compelled to write and our
subscribers to read, articles of this kind,
This miserable man Mr. John Henry
Willan, will however persist in intruding
himself in our path, and his stiil niore
worthless associate and pander Mr. G T,
Cary bas afforded him the only channel
by which he could hope to do so in print.
As the latter has however had the folly to-
boast openly that he has hired this * lite-
rary bravo,” “to write down Mr. Kirk
and his friends,” it is not Improbable that
Mr. Kirk may be enabled to use more ef-
ficacious means for checking such a nui-
sance. Meantime we think it simply an
act of duty to apprize the Mercury’s Re-
verend contributors of the agreeable com-
panionship which Mr. G. I\ Cary has
prepared for them. Their elegant dis-
quisitions, their epistolary controversies,
and their appeals to the moral sense of
their flock, will shine by contrast along-
side columas filled with ribald buffoonery,
obscene allusions, and vile calumniation.
We leave them, the Quebec public and
the readers of the Mercury to judge, after
what we have above stated, which of the
two individuals concerned in this unjusti-

- fiable course, is the most reputable, We

think they must conclude that L
¢ Cesar and Pompey very much alike spe-
cially Pompey 2

The Victor Ewmanuel, 91, is to be fitted
oul lorthwith at this port for the flpg of Rear-
Admyral Sir Charles H. Fremoatle, H.C.B.,

to cannand the Channel {leet.

o bour, and of general public usefulnéss in it.

- Witerature.

THE SOLDIER AND THE SURGEON.
(Continued from our last). - -

The question whether any individual offi-
cial person, high or low, is blamable for
the dark side of this statement, is entirely
sunk in the much greater question, whether
any system is. to blame? "Routine has got
a deal of obloquy for it, but there must be
routine in the public service. - It is the only
way in which the great bulk of public ser-
vants can work with any kind of satisfaction
to their employers ; and the military depart-
ment is far from being exempt from this ne-
cessity. The men of routine, indeed, are
the ordinary machinery with which states-
men and generals work. The routine, in
ordinary times, goes on like clockwork, of
itself, merely requiring periodical winding
up and occasional clearing ; and it does its
business in a far more satisfactory manner
to all conceined, than erratic genius could
accomplish it. “But when confusions and
convulsions cross it, then some strong hand
must take its management—directing, re-
constructing, or breaking it down, if need
be, 2s a general in battle deals with the
well-trained troops who may have paraded
for many an unvarying year of peace in
their several regiments, - companies, and
squads. That such a great strong hand does
uot come when it is called for, is not ‘char-
geable on routine ; without it matters would
be still worse.
Brother to routine in
is professional eti
dantry, or professional pride,
may like to name it, It goes through
all human nature, high and low. It may
be called a grand enthusiasm when it
is developed in some gifted intellect, devot-
ting its whole energies 10 one object of good-
ness or Cuty, which it deems to be its own
special mission. It passes down through lo-
wer grades of labour, until it becomes the
conventional er even mechanical pursuit.
Perhaps its humblest known development
was. detected by a friend of ours in over-
hearing two  members of the despised
closs ~ who devote themselves to
the sweeping of the streets, prononncing on

usefulness and obloquy
uette, professional pe-

the merits of a departed brother of the broom.

One of them was clear that the deceased
had been, in every sense of th term, a great
workman ; the other, with critical discrimi-
nation, pronounced him ¢ capital at the
thick, but nothing, at all at the thin—
thus Jatter being, it seems, the department
which exacted the greatest quickness of dis-
crimination aud agility of hand.

It is needless to ask why ; it is sufficient

.to know that this spirit is in constant acti-

vity throughout the working and doing part
of mankind. Itisin itselfa useful spirit,
speaking merely of its humbler shapes; and
indeed it is diificult to see how the world
could get on without it. It puts us all into
those separate grooves of action by which
we are cartried to the objects of our special
aspirations and desires—to the achievemnents
we would wish-to perform, and the honours
we would fain reap. Newton would not
have cared for a coloneley in the Guards as
the reward of hLis discovories ; Nelaon would
have had very Jittle estimation of 2 bisho-
pric ; Samuel Johnson would not have been
very proud of the illustrious oflice of Lord
Mayor of London. The hurrahs, and en-
cores, and floral wreaths, which are blood
and breath to the ambitions actress, would
annihilate the ambitious weman of the world
who toils for fushionable leadership. The
genial Soyer, who might have distinguished
himself in some depurtment of licerature,
scorns all repute thut does not rest on the
legitimate lLonours of the taster and stew-
pan ; and, standiag by his order, demunds
that cookery shall be admiited high in the
ranks of the liberal arts. ‘he patri-
arch of his school, the venerable Eustace
Ude, was still more supreme in his claims.
He stated in his introduction to 7%e French
Cook, that he had found it necessary to ac-
quire the English language, and become his
own interpreler, siuce he had been transla-
tedby one who may indeed have known some
thing of his own profession, being a general
officer in the army, but knew nothing what-
ever of his, Lustace Ude’s, with which he
had so andaciouslymeddled. All this has the
spirit of cheerful endeavour, of effective la-

as people’

- )

Annihilate it, or shift- it from its natural
place to some other, we cannot ; and the
object that remains is to adjust it to thorough
co-operative usefulness. .

No doubt that entire isolation from the
ordinary citizen, of the soldier, when embo-
died for service, to which we have already
alluded, renders many adjustments of profes~
sional functions to army purposes nscessary,
and renders themr all difficult. A knot of
men-at-arms, with the usnal swarm of. bill-

men, archers, and pikemen, on an expediti--

tion across the English border, or scouring
the Flemish homesteads, would have felt a
following of quartermaster commissaries,
purveyors, . and evens surgeons, to be tho-
rough’ Fmpedimenta. The functions of all

‘but the surgeon they could do better for

themselves.  Of the surgeon, almost the on-
ly representative would be the friar, or other
religious person-who visited 1l3e field, toim-
part to the wounded what medical " skill he
ossessed, along with the consolations of 1e—
igion, But a hierarchy of medical officers,
from a director-general, through divers gra~
des of inspectors, to the regimental surgeons
and their assistants, would have astonished
Duglas or Hotspur about as thoroughly, per-

haps, as ?Fproposal to establish an army sa-

nitary sta .

There is 1o doubt that it is extcemely dif-
ficult—and,in fact, this difficully is at the
root of the whole of the other difficulties of
our army service—to get persons whose

pursuits are not combaltive to co-operate .in -

in military operations. The command and
obedience, to which our citizens are so little
accustomed, is the vital spirit of an army.
It is sometimes necessary and oftener natn-
val, that it should extend beyoned the pure
military body to whatever other class comes
in cnllateral connection with it. The pro-

ensity of the military commander is to

rigade everything over which he has power.
It is sometimes as difficult to impress on an
old soldier the existence of possible ducties
which consists neither in command nor obe-
dience, but in separate co-operation and
individual action, as it was to' demonstrate
to the Persian ambassador that the Emperor
of Hindostan was a company with a Board
Directors, and a chairman and a deputy
chairman. Perhaps the meost flagrant "ins-
tance on record of the collateral q}gplication
of military organisation was exhibited by
the Puke of Alva, who, in his campaign in
the Netherlands, embodied the Jiberal dam-
sels who, from time immemorial, have ac-

companied armies, so that, as Sir James ]

Turner describes if, ¢ They had their seve--
ral vaptainesses and alfieras, or she cornets, .
or other officers, who kept among them an
exact discipline 1 all points that concerned
their profession ; they were divided into
several squadrans according to their quality
and that was distinguished no otherwise but
by the difference of their beauties, faces,
and features.” This was a'caricature of a
practice, inveterate but to some extent ne-
cessary. In despotic countries, where eve-
Iy man’s position is adjusted by royal war-
rant, it is no doubt more easily dealt with
then among us.

The position and functions of the medical
staff from the most important of all the mat-
ters to be adjusted between the combative
and noncombative portion ofour armaments,
and to these alone shall we limit the few
remarks we have to offer. There has been,
no doubt, a sluggish tardiness in the mind
of the world to acknowledge the true gran-
deur of the medical profession, when duti-
fully and honestly pursued : alas! we are
all of us sufficiencly conscious of the physi-
an’s power over us, when he cautiously
closes the door of the sick room, and we
watch the glance of his eye or the wrinkles
of his mouth for the faintest reflection of
those inner thoughts, in which the issues of
hfe and death may be already prejudgid.
But the carcless and the healthy world is
apt, perhaps to forget the true elevation of
the untitled and unrobed master of seience.

As to the army medical man, porhaps,
the earliest notice "of his estimation 1s in
Homer, who tells of the kind anxiety of the
Greek host ween they found. that Esculapi-
us’s son, Machaon, was wounded by a ran-
dom dart, and'of his careful removal on ship’
beard—

Setras gar aner auiazios allon

Passing to later incidents not far from sa-
me place, we have no doubt that the feelina
of the poor sulferers in the Crimea towurds
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