
A Pasioral Letter.

tî'omii Presbyteriail I eelaii, ilich ol that ignorance and distress whlich
prevail in other parts if your native land, and made it like an Oasis
in the midst of, the deisrtL!

'lO all IPect'slyteriai, of wlatever Country, wei woulid appeal wheth-
cr they have an1y reason to bc ashamed of* a t hiliiithi whih led their

atlithers to sten the torrent of' tyranny and despotis on Ihe one
hanld, and to stand aloeF iroi deillocratic bitry, andil wild licentious-

iess, misc:eild lihert y, on1 the other-of that iith, whosa Apostles
and Fouiinders ere the pîearents of civil aid religious liberty, at the
saie timne that they iere the iriest supporters of the Throne ainid
Constitution!

'1 By thcir fruits ye shal kno' them," is the criterin of' Clhri'is
mity, which its Divine Author has liiseif laid down 1s the only in-

ftllible one; and if' ie apply this test to those cotiit ries whiich have
adopted the formii of Religion which ne profes, wu shaii find tihit
kinowledge, learning and good miorails have, in an eminenit deigree.
been its accompaniments. Indeed, to the Pesbyteriais and Pinri-
tans, (a lidred race,) we shaill find atht nmikind arc almost excllu-
sively indebted ior the most iaestimable beiiefil, that perihap wias
ever co1nlfeird on thIe world, viz. the establishment of' lin effective

systemn for the general difluzsion of' knowvledge. They are tlie f'ann-
ders of niational education ;iindpossessing a nisdoilm lis profuoind, as
their zeal for Religion was ardent, they derîiel that they eold do
notling more eiain ai' tl advacemet of geuine Christianity,
than to imakeu provision for the universal diffsion ofiiu ai' knowllege; as-
sured, tliat in its course, all tIe influences of Clristianîitv would ne-
cessarily lowî as tlieir nattral and proper channel.

To themli, tiercthre, bulongs the nobest distinction whieb an be
claimed by any of' the benieleictors of' nimiiikind, that of having laid the
f'ouaîîîiationî of those admirable institutionis 1;r the advancment o'

larninig, which formî thu peuliar glory of' Switzerland, Hllanltd,
scotiand and New Englanid. Witih sucli claiis to tle gratitude of
i diiti!1îî, it is impossible that any, save those whose minds are infli-
eiced by bigotry and prejudice, can icise the due mced of 'ais
to tIheir imrits, or stanld 'irth in hostility to a systei, of' which llet

fif'ects have beei so diffusive and beieficeinti; a lilc colinceive it iti-
possible Illt any inliteneil meiiber of our Chureb, Can feCl asham-
cd to profess that ftithi which lnimlie thair' xert ions, an nabled
them to iequeatli so inivalnuable anii inheritance to f'uture ages.

Btii whatever my have bcei en t tuits of' t!e systemi in fOrnier tiies,
and in other couinîtrics, it has been deilaniided by o:ir adversaries, what
has the Presbyterian Church doie in Caniadua. To this, re frankly
answer-as a Chltreb, nothing. low could sheu ? Su has neer be
favoured vith tlle melis of operatiig ii her Corporate Calpacity. -
Presbyterianl Churich gove'rnient cainlot be sail to have as yet exist-
cd in these provinces. lad i'e been provided for in a suitable omn-

netr, we should have had, not only a coipitent number of' Churches
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