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“THE GREAT LINTON MYSTERY.

CUAPTER I
THE CASE STATED.

“Well, hero's my placo of buainess,
You'll know wm~ when you want me.”

“Third flovr—‘Pierco and  Pierco.’
Who is the other Pierce, Bob

“My partner.”

“One of the mysterious unknown who
have figured na ‘Co ' in formor enterprises,
I suspect  What are you now 7"

Mr Pieree dropped his voice and mur-
mured in his friend’s car—

“Private  mquiry ageuts, if you
please :

“A private inquiry agent—you? tlo,
he.  You don’t mind my laughing 1

“Not at all—1'm tolerably inured to
it ; but I should liko to know where the
point of the joko is.”

‘“YIang it, Bob, (ne can understand
your being an agent for coals, sewing-
machines, *nineral-waters, knifo-cleaners,
or b ing even a thoatrical agent ; but it's
past comprehension how a man liko you
could think of being a privato inquirer—
something between a plain-clothes police-
man and an  earwig! Certainly jou
might make any number of private in-
quiries without leading any one to asus-
pect that you were emnployed for that pur-

dlo which ho lad brought out of tho
capacious pocket of his coat. Tho com-
mumeatron, written in a feminine hand,
ran as follows—

*IIaving scen your advertisoment in
the morning papers, Ishould be glad to
know upon what terms you undertako
wvestigations.  Address ‘Anon., Post-
oflico, Walham Green.'"

*Iroplied, saying that our terms de-
pend upon the nature of the work and
tho amount of it to bo done, and at the
samotimerequested thatshe—ourclientisa
Indy—would call unon mo or lay her case
as cloarly as potsible beforo mo in a let
ter. Two days lator I icceived this.”
Mr. Pierco handed his friend a socond
lotter.

“The following is tho statement of
facts you require. As Iam unacquaint
ed with any person who hes had traus.
actions with you, and wish to commit
mysolf to nothing at this stage of our
negotiations, { have given inaginary
names to the persons concerned.

‘At the ago of twenty-six iy daughter
married a person of titlo and considerable
wealth, Yor the fiist twu years my

poso; for to tell you tho truth, Pierce,
you luok more like an alderman than a
e ), ”»

‘I should prefer to be an alderman;
but circustances give me no choice in
tho matter. A moneyless man must do
something for his living, unfortunately.
No one would have me fora clerk if he
had any business principles whatever; I
can’t constitute mysolf dircctor of a
flourishing company; and 1 have not
sufficient cash to open o chandler's shop.
Hero T have a snug little office at five
shiltings a week whero T can sit and read
my mnewspaper without the slightest
woiry or interruption.”

“But suppose any one is rash enough
o einploy you in o caso that requires uc-
tive investigation 1"

“I shall sit in my oflico and read my
newspaper.”

“Bat your cago i—for I know you well
enough to Lelieve that you would deceive
nobo?iy-"

“Except in the way of business,”

“J mean nobody who ompleyed you.
Well, how would you act fairly to him
and sit eternally in your office with your
cverlasting newspaper §7

“Oh, the cavesdropping, the poking
and prying part of the Lusiness is con-
ducted by the other Pierce 1”

“Then you really have a partner?”

“Undoubtedly ; and, if you ask mo the
origin of my partner's specics, I should
answer, without tho slighest hesitativn—
ferrets. To aman like me, who loves
peace and quict beyond most things,
who loves Lo read his nowspaper without
being bothered, and to come and go and
dn just what e pleases without question
or interferenco, it would be. as you
miy imagine, a great blessing to bo in-
tru-ted with an investigation that should
occupy A restless inquisitive partner
whnlly.”

“Undabtedly. Ts there any hope
of your getting such cmployment for
him ¢’

*I thiuk theteis. By-tho-by, I mnust
put my pipe out. 1 expect my client—
client, my boy t—at ten. aud it wen't do
to be caught gostiping m tho streot with
a pipo in my mouth. Come up into my
oftice if you have nothing better to do for
aquarter of an hour, and 1IN givo you
an outhno of tho case—its a rathercurious
eno. But you must put your pipe out,
you kuow.”

Mr. Picrco went upto Ins oftico on the
third floar, followed by lus friend ; and
when he had put on 2 pasr of casy slip-
pers, and both wero scated, he said—

J “t‘}:u will begin at the beginning ; read
1t

He handed n lotter taken from a bune

daughter lived in London and at her
husband’s country-scat. I have no rea-
son to think that my child was ill-used
during this time. although her husband

was a man of the world, with a tomper
at times sardonic, at times violent, as I
had on more than ono occasion to re.

mark. At tho cndof two years Sir

Charles went abroad, taking my daughter
with him ; and I have letters to pruve

that ho was at this timo unroasonably

suspicious, oxacting and sclf-willed. They

wero abroad twolve months, and then re-

turned to England, but not to London. In

express opposition to my daughter’s wish
and my ¢ntreaties, Sir Charles gave up

his town-houso and' insistod upon resid-

ing in tho country, whorc my daughter
suffered physically and mentally. The
house was old, and in the winter, damp,

and tho socicty was unbearable. My

daughter had been used to inaulgence, to
life, and the cxcitement of tho scason. I

can produce forty-threo letters, written
to mo in the apace of a year, to show that
Sir Charles treated his wife with abso-
luto barbarity. He would not listen to
her wishes ; nor, I may 2dd, would ho
listen to my prayers. Indeed his beha-
viour (0 mo became 80 intolerablo that
my visits at his house became shorter and
mo:¢ remoteo overy time, until thoy finally
ceased altogother. My daughter however
did not fail to correspond regularly, and
m the following year, the fourth of her
married lifo, sho complained vitterly of
her husband's reglect and of the surveil-
lanco under which sho was placed in his
absence. It was clear to meo that my
daughter could mot oxist in this do-
plorable condition, and that cither she
would put an cnd to her lifo ox leave her
husband. She had begged mo to procure
a logal separation, but my solicitor in.

formed mc that this wasimprcticable. In
the autumn of tho fourth year my daugh-
tor disappeared. The fact was mde
known to mo through Sir Charles's solici-
tor. A boat taken from tho boat house
was faund upsct bolow the weir, hut no
trace of my daughter could ba discovered.
No ono belioved that she had committed
suicido, for 2ho had taken with her a
maidsereant and all hor jowels, It was
concluded that sho had crossed tho rivor
and then suffored it to go down with the
current. This was my own conclusion.
Aftor this, 1 naturally oxpected to soo
my daughter, or at least to recoive a
maessage or lotter from her. But no
nmssa§o camo; and I then began to sus-
poct tho trath. My suspicions were ver-
ified in tho spring. In Foburay I was
summoned to ——, whero a quantity of
hair, ,somo fragments of clething, and

somo jewellry woro shown mo. X identi.

fied thom a* once as belonging to my dear
daughtor. Theso romains, with othors un-
rocognisablo, had boen discovored under
water in ropairing the empty boat-houso,
I saw at onco that Sir Charles had mur-
dored his wife, and at the inquest I pro-
duced my child’s letters, and described
fully tho barbarous treatment to which
he had aubjected hor., Ho made no
denial of my charges, ho offered no ox-
l)lmmtiou of tho way by which his wife
1ad cotae by her death, and he was com.
mitted to tako his trial at tho jassizes,
Tho prosecution. was shamefully lenient
to Sir Charles. Instond ot reprosenting

my ckild as tho blameless and sufforing
angel shv was, the Queen's Counsel
tacitly admitted that sho had miscon-
ductod herself and given Sir Charles am-
plv causo to regrot his marriage. My
suliciter tricd to convince meo that this
course w .8 unavoidablo, since, supposing
Sir Charles to bo in hia senses, a mctive
for the murder must he admitted ; he

further added that no jury would haug a

man of title on presumptivo evidenco,

and that the utinost the Crown could do

wns {0 cast strong suspicion on Sir
Charloes and dobar him from holding ca

honorable position in socioty for the fu.

turo. My lettors were scarcely referred

to, and intho witness-box 1 was grossly

insulted. No direct evidenco against Sir

Charles was found ; and it was merely

suggested that, having followed his wife

to tho boat-house, lio had thore, tempted

by opportunity, or provoeked by her re-

fusal to roturn with him to the house,

thrust her into the waterand suffered her

to drown. The jary returned a vordict

of ‘Not Guilty’”"—here Mr, DPierco's

friend gave a grunt of approval, ¢Bat,”

the letter concluded, “lam thoroughly

convinced that this verdict could not

have boen returned had a searching in-

quiry been made into Sir Charles rela-

tions with the servants, who were un-

doubtedly bribed to withhold evidence.

1t is this investigation which I will have

mndo if the cost of making it 8 within

my means,”

¢‘Sho doesn't say what becamo of tho

muit’lservant who lef. with her daugh-

ter"

*‘Oh, sho disappearcd—with the major
part of her mnistress’s jewols I

“Just what I expected.  Of courso sho

did it."”
“Don’t bo hasty ; you haven’t heard
tho other side. I wrote to my client,
asking for particulars ss to Sir Charles
defence. Hero's her reply.”

Mr. Pierco’s friend read—

“Tho counsel for tho defenso charged
my daughter with insobriety and a clan.
destine acquaintances with Jamo Barton,
Sir Charles' discharged valet, who is gaid
to havo been at the aane timo secretly
courtimg my daughter’s maid. With re-
ﬁard to insobricty, our family doctor

eclared that it was a diseaso which
should have clicited her husband’s sym-
pathy and pity rather than his malevolent
anger. As to the clandestine acquaint.
auco I do not believe ono word of it.”

“Do you believe a word of it, Bob 1"

“Qh, it was proved at tho if 1™

“How do youknow that 7'

Mr. Pieree chuckled quietly,

“My correspondent’s vamty did it,”
said e,  “You oan sco ahe is as proud as
a peacock, and could not concesl thoe fact
that sho had marricd her daughter toa
man of title. My partner at once re-
collected the case of a bavonet being tried
for murder, and that of a boat being

found attho foot of a weir. A fow
hours spent with a filo of nowspapers put
us in posscssion of all the particulars my
clicnt mentions, and many othoers she
hiad passed over. It was proved that the
lady was afflicted with dipsewania befors
her marriage, and that tho fact had boen
carefully concealed by her mother—it
was on this point that tho lady reccived
tho prozs ingults in tho witness-box of
which she complains in her lottor. It
was proved that hor husband was com-
pelled to withdraw her from socicty, and

a physician with tho hope of curing her.

It was proved thatshe grow worse in.
stead of botter, and had to boe put under
paid keepors. It was “proved that sho
cluded their vigilanco and carried on a
clandestine acquaintance  with  Sir
Charles valot, who was dismisaod on that
account, It was proved that tho
lady’s-maid wasat tho same timo secrotly
courted by this man-servant. It was
sroved that on the day beforo tho Iady's
oath sho received through her maid a
lotter from tho discharged man-servant ;
and it was proved that the man and the
maid were together, and took the train

that ho took horabroad by tho advice of.

to London on the moming after the
lady's flight from hor husband's houso,
and that they carried a box which the
would not trust to the man who too
their portmanteau from tho hotel to the
station.”

Oh, tho caso docan’t admit of doubt!
Your client must be mad to think of
overturning & verdict based upon such
evidence as that,”

“I daro say she is mad,” said Mr.
Pierce, with another chucklo. *I aco
her Soaiﬁon pretty clearly. Sho marries
her daughter to & baronet, ard becomes
at once a kind of Triton among her mid-
dle-class minnows. Then comes this rov-
elation, which covers her daughter with
disgrace, and her also, and all through
her own precious. clevorness at the in-
quest. But for ‘her ovidence, thero
would have been a« simple verdict of
*Found drowned,’ in ali probability. To
savo his wife's name from disgrace, Sir
Charles said nothing about her propensi-
ties or this unpleasant acquaintance with
his valet until he was compelled to doso.™
“‘That shows he was & gentleman.
Of course, if you tako up this case, you
can’t oxpect to prove Sir Charles
guilty.”

*I"in not so suroe of that.”

‘““What! You think he is guilty ?”
“Qf complicity perhaps.”

“But there's not & tittle of evidenco
against him.”

“Theroitis. You may fairly doubt the
justico of any verdict that is returned for
want of evidenco on the otherside. Ha 1"
A gong upon the door in the outer
offico sounded, and Mr. Pierco rose from
his chair.

‘““There’s my client,” =aid he. *“You
must go.”
“J wish you luck, Bob. Good-byo!”

CHAPTER 1L
THE INTERVIEW,

Mzr. Pierco closed the door of tho outor
office upon his friend, and turned to tho
lady who waited by the little mahogany
counter.

*Ah, this is the offico of Messrs.
Pierco and Pierco, 1 bolieve i’ sho
said.

¢Itis, mr’am. My namo isPierce.”
*“Ah, indeed !” Sho unfolded a pair
of gold-rimmed glasses, and, holding
thom with great delicacy a fow inches
from hor eyes, oxaminod Mr. Pierce with
tho cool audacity of.a very superior
super-genteel peraon 3 whilst ho, with his
knucklo on the littlo counter, looked over
the top of his glasses at hor with tho
stolidity of a phlcgmatic man.

Sho was well dressed, tall, very crect,
and about fifty., Her features mught
havo sorved Mr. du Maurier as a model
for his duchess. They wero features
with a goud deal of chamacter in them—
unpleasant character, as it scemed to Mr.
Picrco. Sho spoko with severe distinct-
ness, and, having spoken, drew back her
lips tightly upon hor perfect tecth,
giving to her face the semblanco of a smile
which scemed much at variance with tho
expression of her oyes, for hor eycbruwa
were raised in pained astnishment, and
ak.o looked anything Lut pleased with tho
aspoct of Mr. Pierco.

n truth, his appoaranco was onough to
disappoint any ono about to intrust him
with an ontorprise requiring shrowdness
and quick address. Ho was largo and
heavy, with tho pationt ox-like oxpression
of an unsuccessfui man. Thero was »
alipshod air about him, and a distinet at-
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