THE GOOD NEWS.

tosay, @ They that scek me early shall
hm-i me. The great Captain of our sal-
Vation loves the young. Ship in his ser-
Vice, boys. ¢« Remember now thy Creator
! the days of thy youth, while the evil
ays come not.” Then your rudder never
Vill snap ; you'll never drag your anchors;
"‘h({ devil's craft will never ruu into you.
1p in his service, boys, and ¢ don’t put it
" — Child's Paper.

Weepirrg on the Steps-

There once stood in one of the most
beautiful New Eagland towns, a large brick
Meeting house, occupying a commanding
DPosition, and observed for its loncliness by
every one who passed that way. But the
Qo015 were locked, the bell in the tower was
Silent, and from the pulpit came 1o sound
Ol salvation. The Sabbath day dawned,

ut those doors were not opened, the bell
Was not rung, the pulpit was not occupied.
around were beautiful residences and a
Appy community ; but from year to year
that place of worship was abandoned by
od and unoccupied by man.
1 t8eems that divisions had arisen in the
~Aurely, the members had been alienated
'om cach other, and God had withdrawn
3 presence. No souls were converted,
a:’_ BI>§1'itual life enjoyed. Time rollfsd on,
)'d still the deserted meeting house in fair
Proportions stood, the monument of deri-
100 anq spiritual declension.
ut there was one man who loved God
Onkht_he church. Every Sabbath morning
sto 18 way to another sanctuary he would
\ P and look at the closed doqm of the
Ouse in which Le once met with his -
g 10 worship the God of his fathers
st,eten he would be seen sitting on the
SacPS, his Bible in his hand, and drops of
W "ed orief flowing down bis checks,
e urged to unite with some other
Jureh, and give up the old one, ho refused,
thxt g could induce him 1o stop praying
t.hmethose doon§ might be opened,. and
vag; walls again echo the sound of =al-
he :n. He. prayed while others fainted ;
I em‘;Pt while others turned away; he be-
28 Jo While others in despair gave up al
ag L Sabbath after Sabbath that pdor
ol Ow‘;'as seen weeping on the steps of thay
*anctuary, and to all whoasked why

be %ept he told the sad story, 8od his con-
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fidence that God would come and open
those doors and again visit his people.
Eight years he wept. For eight years

he sat upon the steps and wept! For
eight years his faith faltered not! Then

God came. While all the other churches
in that town were cold and formal, a few
persons were converted in an adjoining
city, and came back to their own homes
with the love of Christ burning in their
souls. They saw the old mau weeping on
the steps, they looked at the closed doors,
and said, “ The God of heaven, he will pros-
per us, therefore his servants will arise and
build.” They unlocked the doors, swept
the aisles, called a pastor; and now it is
one of the most flourishing churches in the
State, led by a devoted, educated, and po-
pular minister, in worship within those
walls so long silent and deserted. The
man who sat on the steps and wept has
beheld the redemption of his people, and
heaven has echoed with joy over the con-
version of hundreds of souls.

How ought cases like this to strengthen
our faith, and encourage our hearts! The
Churistian is often compelled to weep bitter
tears over the desolations of Zion. But
those tears do not often flow in vain. Heu-
ven is moved 1o mercy by the sorrows of
the believer over the lost stzte of man, and
a glorious change comes. God never for-
gets a weeping, praving saint.  He never
disappoints the liopes of those who pray
for the welfare of [is Kingdom.

Do these lines reach any one weeping
over the desolation of Zion? Is vour heart
moved as you see the walls broken down,
and Jerusalem in ruins?  If o, God will
not forget to he gracious 3 He will come;
the desolation will pass away, and the
waste Places shall blossom us the rose.—

Giving.—A  receut English  treatize,
“ (Giving made Easy and Pleasant,” men-
tions the case of a London Episcopal ’
Church, which raized in a half-vear, on the
pew-rent and suplementary subscription
system, $595, and in the next half-year, on
the apostolic aystem of weekly storing and
weekly giving, 1,090, It mentions, also,
a Baptist Church, which, on the former
system, gave for the ministry and hom
expenditure, an average for three vears of
$765, and the next year, ouths latter sys-
tem, $1,725.



