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A bighly intce>I.ing point in cannection
with copyright bas arîsen ini the Toronto
courts over the case af Henry Graves &
Co., London. England, against George
Gorrie, of Toronto, and à number of bock-
sellers aztd stationers who bave been selling

Copyietsa reproduction cf the picture
o Pict5 called 44What we Have

We Il Hold."* Messrs. Graves
daim ta have a copyright of titis picture
and are asking that the sale of the Cana-
dian reproduction be stopped. and are
dlaimlng damnages for infringemnier of copy-
right. Trhe defence o! the deniers who are
attacked is that the English Copyright Act
applies in Canada to books and literary
natter. buteot topicturesorworksefart The
c&stq bc decided by Mr. Justice Rase.
Theclaim of thedefendants.if allowed, would
dispose of a very important principle in the
copyright law. But it remains to be sce
whether the English Copyright Act.
which. it is contended, onty applies the
clause affecting pictures to, Great Britain
and Irtland (vhile in bocks it applies to

the whole Emipire). is flot supplemnented lIn
Canada by the Berne Convention. It is quite
possible that the case maY be carried ta a
higiter court, and thus involve s.ll parties con-
cerned in costiy litigation. The niatter
just shows how awkward It would bo If ail
English publishers were to insist upon t1heir
copyright in Canada regarding both bocks
and pictures.

Another phase of copyright, which our
readers vill note vith interest, hs tht con-
tentIon which bas appeared in several daily
papers affecting tht new Casadian copy-
right law. In aur lait issue wc gave a
capy cf the Act. and a very full discussion

af how its provisions affected
Is the New th c
Act in Co?% anadian trade. The

writers lit the daily papers
referred ta assert that the lav is flot in
force until the Impeuial authorities paus an
Act embodying its provisions lu their Iavr.
We do sot dlaim ta be legal experts, and
therefore do not profess ta give a legal
opinion on this point. All we would say is
that tht Canadian Copyright Act of lait
session vas pa3sed unanimausiy by Parlia-
ment. was assented ta by the Goverrior-
General, and appears ini the list cf statutes
which are now in force. It tbereforeseerns
ta us that anybody, cither in the publishing
or bookseliisg business. who wants ta steer
clear cf litigation would bc wtt! advised in
avoing asy conflict witit the new Act.

It is quite brut that under eur constitu-
tion the Britlih authorities cas disallow any
Act of aur ParUiament wlîhin tva Vears ci
its bting passed. But this is a course
which they rarely. if ever, foilow. because
it vould involve tera lu continuai conflict
wjth the Canadian Government. Sometins
aur Parliarns passes a law which costains
a clause tbat it shall not go mbt farce until
it hs proclaimed. by the Governor-General-
in-Couricil. This vas the cam with the

Copyright Act ai 1899. As tht Imperial
authorities neyer agreeâ ta that Act lt ce»-
sequently neyer went into farce.

But vith tht new Act we do net ste any.
provision of that sort. Therelore it must be
In force nov. and tht Customns authorities
viii doubtiess proceed te Interfère wlth the
Importation ai bocks whlch have no right to
camne in. This, we admit, is net a legal
opinion. but it i. tht kind cf conclusion
viticit any business mas would bt apt ta
reach, and for that reason ve comniend It
ta aur readers.

There is at present smne dissatifaction
feit by the meal bock trade In the Province
ai Ontario regarding tbe recent changes In
school bocks. Scrst dealers complain that
they get no notice of tht changes, and thiat
viten tht new bocks appear their copies of

Ontario tht aid odfitians, being disa

Scboot Book carded. are bad stock. It là
Changes. also a subject ai ccrnpiaint

that publisbers cf theso books
are sometiines caught wlth large quaxitities
ai the aider editias and these are cosse.
quently unsalabie. Nov, tht policy af tho
Department cf Education In this matter of
changing text bocks is se, iargeiy a politIcal
question, whlcb cas oniy be settled In the
palitIcai, arena, that wo do sot set much use
in tauching upon It. Tht resuit of tme
inquiries miade by us seents ta warrant an
opinion that in this matter the interests of
bath tht wholesala and retal trade are
practicaily i4entical. If the publishern could
knov tbzt a nev teit bock vas coming out.
they vouid neyer ho caught vith a large
stock ý - the aId ose on band. Sc, toc, vith
the retail dealer. Wt!hibi stocks rnay mot
bo as large as those ai tht whaiesaler, it is in
proportion to tht business ht dots just as
serlous a lois as it is for the wholesaler. 0f
course, he mighb as-aid asy serious loms by.
ordering in very srnall quantIties. This.


