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perimentation on rats and mice, are truly serving the real problem of
eancer? Or whether we had not better turn our attention to human be-
ings, and by careful clinical study of our patients discover where the
fundamental error lies, which first induces the formation of an aberrant
eell mass which we call ecancer, and then continually feeds it by the same
deranged blood stream, so that it becomes utterly uncontrollable and in-
vades and destroys other tissues; while at the same time the anemia, per-
nicious and progressive in character, gradually saps the life of the patient,
to a lethal end. For repeated and most careful laboratory studies have
demonstrated great and significant changes in the blood in cancer. 1 hope
to satisfy you that the mass which is excised is only the product of a far
deeper systemic change, which has probably already produced other, more
or less similar, masses or deposits elsewhere, in the bones and internal
organs or lymphatics. So that surgical removal of the one often stimu-
lates the development of others.

It is seen, then, that it is here denied that the local lesion which we
eall cancer is the first and only cause of disease. It is also denied that the
surgical removal of the offending lump and adjoining glands and tissues,
however early it is performed, is a sure and only cure for cancer.

In the recent cancer propaganda, urging the very early and complete
removal of everything which could possibly be called pre-cancerous, it is
jnteresting to observe that most of the pictures shown and arguments
pn.ented relate to cutaneous epithelioma, which the United States Mor-
tality Statistics show to be the cause of only 2.7 per cent. of all deaths
ineluded under cancer ! Moreover, those of us who see epithelioma daily
know that, if properly treated early by other means than the knife, it is
eommonly a relatively innocent affection. It is acknowledged. however,
that by meddling and wrong treatment, as with nitrate of silver, it can
be goaded on so as to become a serious affair. In our present considera-
tion of cancer,as a disease it is to be understood, therefore, that cutaneous
epithelioma is excluded, and that reference is made to the serious malig-
nant disease known as cancer, affecting various other organs of the body.
However, many cases of what might be called epithelioma of the lip ar;d
oral cavity are of such malignity that they are properly ranked as carci-
noma.

Looking at cancer, therefore, as a general disease of which the local
Jesion, which is ordinarily excised surgically, is simply the result or pro-
duet of a previous, perhaps long-standing, blood or nutritive disorder,
we can readily understand why the simple excision of the tumor and sur-
rounding tissues cannot be expected to eradicate the malady permanently.
‘We can also see why the disease recurs so readily in the sear tissue after
the operation ; for all recognize and admit that cancerous degeneration is



