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It is worth remarlzing that intussuscepton is almost absolutely ~
fined to the first year or two of life. Acute appendicitis is most Ž,->irnon
between the ages of ton and thirty or forty. Perforations of tlxc digest-
ive tract are common over a similar period, though rather rLre under
twonty, while intestinal obstruction is more common am; ̂  Ag the old.
A previous operation or peritonitis should prompt the o«4ery as to the
existence of volvulus or an internai hernia.

Let it be repeated that the classie signs of an acu,,. appendicitis are
flrst pain, sudden, severe, spasmodic, radiating about c:imbilicus; second,
generally vomiting for a short time; third, abdoC.\:ial tenderness wvith
special pain over appendix; fou rth, risc of ter,.%:Srature; fifth, rigidity
of muscles over inflamed area; sixth, increa»?-'' f pualse rate.

Having found ail these, bewvare.
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TH-E MEDIC.4'> TREATIMENT 0F APPENDICITIS.*

By P~ -,e.'CARVET11, 11.D., P>Iysiciazî to Toronto Ilesterzi Hospiul.

M IR A? TU Y surgeon to Westminster Hospital, lays down the
IVi.;edical treatment of apiiendicitis thus:
The pain should be retieved by opium, or a hyperdermic injection

of gr. 1-6 or 1-4 Of morphia, but as soon as the pain is relieved this
drug should be discontinued. It does good when carefully adr-ninistercd
in two ways : it relieves the pain and lessens peristalsis.

If there be vomiting, no foods should be given until it lias ceased,
and thoni oiîly small quantities of sonie hot liquid. Bcdf tea and essence
of nioat are preferable to milkz, and the latter should bc peptonized.
Thirst should be allaycd by sm-all amouints of hiot woaki tea, barley water,
or toastivator, but ice and iced drinks should flot bc allowed.

Purgatives nmust bc avoided ini the actt cases; but iii the mild
rclapsin- type i grain of calomel, repoated two or thrce timecs cvery
three or. four liours, is of serv ice. If required to comiplote thc action
an cienma may 1)0 g-iven. If thlese nicans do not move the howels, ther,
Ibave thcm alone. The utmnost care mîust ho taken to avoid the <'fata-l"
purgative. W-7hen pain andi tenderness have alnîost subsided by the
rifth or sixthi day, a glyccrine enemna nîay be ordored -with advantagC.
Afier- this trne a mild saline niay bc prescribcd to niaintain the requisite
peristalsis.

WTheni the temiperature bias boocic nt-. aial, and the tonguec cleaned,
ain ad".ancc xnay bo nmade tovwards solid food by giving- toast, peptonized

*Read nt a staff mnetng ofthei Toronto Wcsterit Hlospital.


