
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

APET . XVI.- Case f a Carpct Tack in the Tiachca fur 19 days cxpelled

by Nature. By Js. CRAWFoRD, M.D., ProfesSor of Clinical
Medicine, McGill College.

3N. G., agirl of 10 years ofage, while sitting beside lier mother, who
was occupied in raillin, took one of the tacks lier mother was using,
and put it into het!r mouth, ani upon a sudden inspiration the tack dis-
appeared into the trachea. After the alari was over, the child corn-
plained of a pain or prickling sensation in the throat, accompanied ly a
short frequent cougli, occurring in paroxysms. The parents, in a great
ineasure, overlooked the accident for ten days, when they brought lier
to me. At that time there vas no veîy marked symptom; the
cough was trifling aud short, without any expectoration. There was a
slight mucous rale in the trachea, and sone slight pain or sorencss about
the region of the glottis, but probably froni fear ; the child did ni"
desire to make any complaint, or allow any extaniuationi of the throat.
The lungs did not aflrd any indication of an abnormal condition, and
the voice renained unalfected. Failiug in detecting any foreign hody,
I fancied the painful sensation might arise fron the scratching of the
nail, in passing. I sent the child to my friend Dr. Campbell, to miake a
further examination, as I knew lie lad a probang of a nev construction.
The party, however, returned back to me, saying that nothing could be
discovered. I then ordered au enetic, and directed that the child should
be brought to me in a few days. As sie did not, however, appear to
suffer, and she vent about and amused herself as usual, the parents did
not pay much attention to her. On the norning of the 19th day, she
coughed up the tack, and took it to lier father, who brought it to show me.
It was au ordinary eut tack, of three-fourths of an inch long, very sharp
pointed, and somewhat rusted. From that time the cough and irri-
tation ceased.

This case illustrates and bears out the view Mr. Vincent takes of the
treatment and iesources cf nature in cases of foreign bodies in mucous
canals, especially ù. the trachea.-(See Braithwaite's Retrospect, voL
29, page 157.)

To have undertaken the operation of tracheotony in the present case,
with so little indication of the presence of a foreign body, or its probablo
seat, and with so little urgency in the symptoms, I conceive would be
somewhat of -i desperate experiment, even had the parties consented.
The trilling weight and sharp point of the tack rendered it lttle ]ikely
to be influenced by change of posture, so successfuîl in the case of the
coin in the trachea of M.r. Brunel. In fact, this case had to be left tP


