
02N THE BARLY DISCOVERIES 0F THE

Iim te France. Llearing frein this man, on his return in the spring of
1 612, that by the route of the Ottawa lie could rcach the North Sea,
whcre the Englis. 'had in the mneantimie discovered ludson's Bay, hie
proceeded ni) the Ottîmva, giving a very clear description of the rapids
and portages, and the confluence of the Rtideaui,Md sa, and othier
strearns, and r-cached as far as the great Aluinette Ilanud, which was
th-e scat of the principal Algonquin Chief it those parts. Finding,
however, that lie tad been deceived as te the probability of meachins
the North Sea, and thie Inclinns being unwilling to accoxnpaniiy hlmi
fardier, hie once more retuiriid te Francc, and spent threc yca rs there
in t1viin te induce soute of the leadiug nobility te take bis infant
colony un der thecir patronagYe.

This is the period of the first raps wvhicli 1 have seen. Tbey bear
date 1603, 1607, and 1609 ; but the mrost extensive is ifiat published
in 1613, ivithi the first acceunit of Charnplaili's Voyages. It is net
amongst those -which 1 ha-ve copicd. It .gives bis discoveries on the
Atlantic coast, ou the lower St. Lawvreiiee, and the Ottawao, aid iidi-
cates the existence of a large lakze, frein w'hich the St. Lawrence flows.

Immediately upon bis returu in i161 -5, lio joiined, with about a dozen
coilpanions mi anether exp)edition against the' Iroquois, the details or'
whiich are more p)artictularily interesting- te us, neot onily because it gave
risc te the mnosý important of the carly discoveries, but because it-wasthe

thiat the Iroquois were seated on the southi bank of t'ne St. Lawrence, and
their chief villages w'Yere amongst those lakes and rivers seuth of Lake
Ontario -which stili ',ear the Eu'iglishi naines for the diifceot tribes, ho toek
a verv curieus .-end te reachi them. It must, however, bc relmoxnhiered,
tl]at bIis ILndiali allies had te returul bome te colleet their forces. fIe
ascended the Ottawa bey ond tUi, unit of bis first jeurney, tili ho
braniched off iute the Chain of small lakes, whichl led humii te the Lake
of the Epicerinii, or Nebicerini, as later writers eall thon, an Algonquin
tribe, who were long celebrated for their power a.s sorcerers, an-d -ihose
naine we stili preserve iu that of Lake iîpissing-. Descending the
river which flows eut of that lake, he reaehed the great lake of the
Attagouantaris, or the fres-h water sea of thie I-urons, wvhich ho tells
us is three hundred leagues frein east te west, an-d taby leagues mide.
Tnrniiug te Uic east, and coasting aleng Uic nerthern shore, ho crossed
a bay at the cend of the lake (Matcliedaslî Bay) te a fine country whichi
iras thé, home of the H-urons. IProceeding frein villag,,e te village, the
mnes of several of wichl ho gives, ail of them evidently situated on
Mlatchiedashi Bay, and betweeu. that and Lake Simcoe, ho arrived at the
chief place of the tribe, which ho calis Calîjagué, situated apparently


