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The xii and xiii segments are always greatly nsodified and intinsately
connected with the sexual system. The chitinous covering of the xii
segment is much tlsicker than in thse preceding crnes, and forms a ciosed
ring about tIse body. In thse lowest fansilies <Micropterygitti) tîsis ring is
of equal breadth ail] round, but in the majority of the rcmaining families
tise dorsal portion is much msore broadly developed than tise ventral and
lateral portions, thse whole bearing a striking resemblance to a signet ring.
ln tsany cases, examîsies of which can be found in every group witls thse
exception of Uhe Rhopalocera, a lateral joint is present, dividisig thse ring
into a ventral and dorsal portion.

'ro tise median ventral portion of the wing is attached tIse Sac-us, a
secondary invaginsation of thse insersegmensal membrane, wlsich projects asi
a steongiy clsitinized pocket msore or less deeîsly into tIse abdomens. In
several species 0f Banbycidt, considerablenmodification of the S«us has V'
takers place, leading in extresne cases to thse formation of a large chititsous
sac beneath tIse sexual organs <Bombyx rubil. Its but few instances is the
Sacs-us conspletely lacking. Ï

The conical asnaI segment xiii) is scarcelv visible in the majorty of ?cases in thse ftsiiy developed organ. l'ie Uns-us and Scaph/uim, wlssch
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