
TIIE CJANADIAN EN'iO4LOGIST.

-in October-were busiiy stripping the trees of these Icaves, atîd carryingiiîem awaY il) great baskets, to be uised as wjnter forage-ail of the secondt'roi) of leaves lîeiîg miade use iof i hat way.
%ViterCv'er 1 m'cnt thcre was ampîlle evidetîce of the importance of thesiik industry. Il, the littie Itaniets and farnihotises that 1 entered 1 fre.qiiently fotind tie fiutings for siikworto rearing. At thjs season tihe aidlîaskes-great, fiai, ti.ari-oiwriinined ofes-in which the silkworins are fedin May and Juire, were being uscd Io dry the laie crop of cotton bolls.On1e freqitentiy' saw rows of titese baskets in te bouse yards overspreadwifi a amali lott of boils exposed tu the sun to hasten their opening.''ihe muiberr ' is grosvn io littie orcliards or narrow groves lining tlielîanks of the canais and irrigating ditches. [llie trees have the appearanceof osrerwjllow sittir1 s froin the habit of the natives of cotting off ail the.shoots close to the stîimî dttritg the feeding seasun, in May and june.TIhese shoots are eiher siril)led ai once of their leases, or are made uitinto butndies sud taken borle Io be striîîped afterwards. A travellergoing thronîgh ibis saine region ii rnidstîmner has tîoted that ail the nibernies hiave a winîry aîPPearance, or resembie a collection of desd strrrrps,but the rains wliich fal cupiousiy during juire arrd July, and the naturalfertiily of the sou, rvhtcli is increased by cultivatjon and fertilizing immedi.aîely afier the bîranchues are reinosed, souri bring ont a succulent îîewgrowth, developing s second and enormous cr01> of leaves, the saine, iiitact, witiclr were being gatlîered ai tIre seasoti of the year of my visit. Theiraseiler referred to abuse, Mr. Forturne, says that the ivorins are ted in thenuinerous uitile faim cottages, commoniy in dark moins fitted ntp withshelves piaced one above anoîher froin the ground t0 the roofof the house.The worms are kepti n tire big bansboo sieves or baskets aiready described,evidetîy exactly after the inner whiclr 1 ltad observed itu Japan. 'Ihe silklîroducîs of thus district are considered ainong the firiesi of China, and tIreoutput tust be very coîrsiderabie. Those irrterested iii the culture ofltesiikworm front the native Clîlîese standitoit, shorîid sec tIre ltie transistion rmade by a toisaioîîary oftan oid Chinrebe work on the subjeci, whicirecentiy caine ito the possession of the >eltartmrent of Agriculture.l'ie country penetrated is îîracticalîy withouî foresi areas. The mnaitncultuires, as stated, are rice and cotton, with the mulberry growing in litileorcitard sîrips aloirg the baniks of the canais. Usuaiiy it each farmtoîtselucre would be a few trees-peacît, plain, etc. The common shade ireesare tire weeping wiliow, occarring scaîteringîy along the canaIs, a species


